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PREFACE. 



During the last summer, immediately before the 
Company appointed for the Revision of the English 
New Testament held its first sitting, I was invited 
to read a paper on the subject before a Clerical 
meeting. Finding that I had already written more 
than I could venture to read even to a very patient 
and considerate audience, and receiving a request 
from my hearers at the conclusion that the paper 
should be printed, I determined to revise the whole 
and make additions to it before publication. The 
result is the present volume. Owing to various in- 
terruptions its appearance has been delayed much 
longer than I had anticipated. 

This statement of facts was perhaps needed to 
justify the appearance of a book, which as occupying 
well-known ground cannot urge the plea of novelty, 
which has many imperfections in form, and which 
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makes no pretensions to completeness. At all events 
it appeared necessary to be thus explicit, in order to 
show that I alone am responsible for any expressions 
of opinion contained in this volume, and that they 
do not (except accidentally) represent the views of 
the Company of which I am a member. In preparing 
the original paper for the press, I have been careful 
not to go beyond verbal alterations, where I was dis- 
cussing the prospects of the new Revision or the 
principles which in my opinion ought to guide it. 
On the other hand, I have not scrupled to develope 
these principles freely, and to add fresh illustrations 
from time to time: but in most cases this has been 
done without any knowledge of the opinion of the 
majority of the Company ; jmd in the comparatively 
few instances where this opinion has become known 
to me, I have expressed my own individual judg- 
ment, which might or might not accord therewith. 

I ought to add also that I am quite prepared to 
find on consultation with others, that some of the sug- 
gestions offered here are open to objections which I 
had overlooked, and which might render them im- 
practicable in a Version intended for popular use, 
whatever value they may have from a scholar's point 
of view. 

The hopeful anticipations, which I had ventured 
to express before the commencement of the work, 
have been more than realized hitherto in its progress. 
On this point I have not heard a dissentient voice 
among members of the Company. I believe that all 
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who have taken part regularly in the work will 
thankfully acknowledge the earnestness, moderation, 
truthfulness, and reverence, which have marked the 
deliberations of the Company, and which seem to jus- 
tify the most sanguine auguries. 

This feeling contrasts strangely with the outcry 
which has been raised against the work by those who 
have had no opportunity of witnessing its actual 
progress, who have been disturbed by rumours of its 
results either wholly false or only partially true, and 
who necessarily judging on a priori grounds have 
been ready to condemn it unheard. This panic was 
perhaps not unnatural, and might have been antici- 
pated. Meanwhile however other dangers from an un- 
foreseen quarter have threatened the progress of the 
Revision ; but these are now happily averted. And, 
so far as present appearances can be trusted, the 
momentary peril has resulted in permanent good ; 
for the Company has been taught by the danger 
which threatened it to feel its own strength and co- 
herence ; and there is every prospect that the work 
will be brought happily and successfully to a con- 
clusion. 

Great misunderstanding seems to prevail as to the 
ultimate reception of the work. The alarm which 
has been expressed in some quarters can only be 
explained by a vague confusion of thought, as 
though the Houses of Convocation, while solemnly 
pledged to the furtherance of the work on definite 
conditions, were also pledged to its ultimate recep- 
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tion whether good or bad. If the distinction had 
been kept in view, it is difficult to believe that there 
would have been even a momentary desire to repu- 
diate the obligations of a definite contract. The 
Houses of Convocation are as free, as the different 
.bodies of Nonconformists represented in the Com- 
panies, to reject the Revised Version, when it appears, 
if it is not satisfactory. I do not suppose that any 
member of either Company would think of claiming 
any other consideration for the work, when completed, 
than that it shall be judged by its intrinsic merits ; 
but on the other hand they have a right to demand 
that it shall be laid before the Church and the people 
of England in its integrity, and that a verdict shall 
be pronounced upon it as a whole. 

I cannot close these remarks without expressing 
my deep thankfulness that I have been allowed to 
take part in this work of Revision. I have spent 
many happy and profitable hours over it, and made 
many friends who otherwise would probably have 
remained unknown to me. Even though the work 
should be terminated abruptly tomorrow, I for one 
should not consider it lost labour. 

In choosing my examples I have generally avoided 
dwelling on passages which have been fully discussed 
by others ; but it was not possible to put the case 
fairly before the public without venturing from time 
to time on preoccupied ground, though in such in- 
stances I have endeavoured to tread as lightly as 
possible. 
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The discussion in the Appendix perhaps needs 
some apology. Though it has apparently no very 
direct bearing on the main subject of the volume, yet 
the investigation was undertaken in the first instance 
with a view to my work as a reviser; and hoping 
that the results might contribute towards permanently 
fixing the meaning of an expression, which occurs 
in the most familiar and most sacred of all forms of 
words, and which nevertheless has been and still is 
variously interpreted, I gladly seized this opportunity 
of placing them on record. 



Trinity College, Cambridge, 
April 3, 1 87 1. 



ERRATA. 



p. 90, line 13, I have overlooked Matt. xix. 8 dir* ipxv^ ^^ od yiyovev 
oihuit where the aoristic rendering of yiyoveif in the A.V., *But 
from the beginning it was not so,' entirely misleads the English 
reader as to the sense. 

p. 96, line 17, For real read moral, 

p. I03, line 29, For vK'iiptaiia read rh vX-^pufia, 

p. 136, line 8, For tou read r^s. 
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I. 

ORE than two centuries had elapsed since the 
first Latin Version of the Scriptures was made, 
when the variations and errors of the Latin Bible 
2 began to attract the attention of students and to call 

for revision. It happened providentially, that at the 
very moment when the need was felt, the right man 
was forthcoming. In the first fifteen centuries of her 
existence the Western Church produced no Biblical 
scholar who could compare with S. Jerome in com- 
petence for so great a task. At the suggestion of his 
ecclesiastical superior, Damasus bishop of Rome, he 
undertook this work, for which many years of self- 
denying labour had eminently fitted him. 

It is no part of my design to give a detailed ac- 
count of this undertaking. I wish only to remark 
that when Jerome applied himself to his task, he 
foresaw that he should expose himself to violent at- 
tacks, and that this anticipation was not disappointed 

* A 



2 S. yeromes Revision. 

by the result. *Who/ he asks in his preface to the 
Gospels, the first portion of the work which he com- 
pleted, * Who, whether learned or unlearned, when he 
takes up the volume, and finds that what he reads 
differs from the flavour he has once tasted, will not 
immediately raise his voice and pronounce me guilty 
of forgery and sacrilege, for daring to add, to change, 
to correct anything in the ancient books * ?' 

Again and again he defends himself against his 
antagonists. His temper, naturally irritable, was pro- 
voked beyond measure by these undeserved attacks, 
and betrayed him into language which I shall not 
attempt to defend. Thus writing to Marcella" he 
mentions certain 'poor creatures (homunculos) who 
studiously calumniate him for attempting to correct 
some passages in the Gospels against the autho- 
rity of the ancients and the opinion of the whole 
world.' * I could afford to despise them,' he says, ' if 
I stood upon my rights, for a lyre is played in vain 
to an ass.' * If they do not like the water from the 
purest fountain-head, let them drink of the muddy 
streams.' And after more to the same effect, he re- 
turns again at the close of the letter to these * two- 
legged donkeys (bipedes asellos),' exclaiming, 'Let 
tliem read, Rejoicing in hope, serving the time ; let 
tis read, Rejoicing in hope, serving the Lord^ ; let them 
consider that an accusation ought under no circum- 

^ Op. X. 660 (ed. Vallarsi). 

« Epist. 28 (I. p. 133). 

^,The reading «cai/}$for Ki/p^y, Rom. xii. ii. 
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stances to be received against an elder; let us read, 
Against an elder receive not an accusation but before 
two or three witnesses; them that sin rebuke^. Let 
them be satisfied with, // is a human sayings a7td wor- 
thy of all acceptation : let us err with the Greeks, that 
is with the Apostle who spoke in Greek, // is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation'^' And 
elsewhete, referring to these same detractors, he 
writes with a severity which was not undeserved; 
* Let them read first and despise afterward, lest they 
appear to condemn works of which they know nothing, 
not from deliberate judgment, but from the prejudice 
of hatred V 'Thus much I say in reply to my tra- 
ducers, who snap at me like dogs, maligning me in 
public and reading me in a corner, at once my ac- 
cusers and my defenders, seeing that they approve in 
others what they disapprove in me*/ 

If these attacks had been confined to personal 
enemies like Rufinus^ who were only retaliating upon 
Jerome the harsh treatment which they had received 
at his hands, his complaints would not have excited 
much sympathy. But even friends looked coldly 
or suspiciously on his noble work. His admirer, the 
great Augustine himself, wrote to deprecate an under- 

^ The omission of the clause d juij ktrX 8iJo ^ rptwi' iiofyr^ptav, i Tim. 
V. 19. 

* The reading Mpiovivos for irt(rr6y, i Tim. iii. i. 

' Op, IX. 684. * Op, IX. 1 408. 

^ See Hieron. Op, ii. 660, where Rufinus exclaims, *Istud com- 
missum die quomodo emendabitur? immo, nefas quomodo expiabitur?' 
with more to the same effect 

A2 
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taking which might be followed by such serious re- 
sults. He illustrated his fears by reference to the 
well-known incident to which Jerome's version of the 
Book of Jonah had given occasion, as a sample of 
the consequences that might be expected to ensue. 
A certain bishop had nearly lost his flock by ven- 
turing to substitute Jerome's rendering *hedera' for 
* cucurbita/ and could only win them back again by 
reinstating the old version which he had abandoned. 
They would not tolerate a change in an expression 
'which had been fixed by time in the feelings and 
memory of all and had been repeated through so 
many ages in succession \' 

Of the changes which Jerome introduced into the 
text of the New Testament, the passage quoted 
above affords sufficient illustration. In the Old 
Testament a more arduous task awaited him. The 
Latin Version which his labours were destined to 
supersede, had been made from the Septuagint. He 
himself undertook to revise the text in conformity 
with the original Hebrew. It will appear strange 
to our own age that this was the chief ground of 
accusation against him. All the Greek and Latin 
Churches, it was urged, had hitherto used one and 
the same Bible ; but this bond of union would be 
dissolved by a new version made from a different 
text. Thus the utmost confusion would ensue. More- 
over, what injury might not be done to the faith of 
the weaker brethren by casting doubt on the state 

^ Hieron. Epist, 104 (i. 636 sq.). 
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of the sacred text ? What wounds might not be 
inflicted on the pious sentiments of the believer by- 
laying sacrilegious hands on language hallowed by 
long time and association ? 

But, independently of the dangerous consequences 
which might be expected, no words were too strong 
to condemn the arrogance and presumption of one 
who thus ventured to set aside the sacred text as 
it had been used by all branches and in all ages of 
the Church from the beginning. To this cruel taunt 
Jerome replied nobly : ' I do not condemn, I do not 
blame the Seventy, but I confidently prefer the 
Apostles to them all\' ' I beseech you, reader, do not 
regard my labours as throwing blame on the ancients. 
Each man offers what he can for the tabernacle of God^ 
Some gold and silver and precious stones : others 
fine linen and purple and scarlet and blue : I shall 
hold myself happy if I have offered skins and goats' 
hair. And yet the Apostle considers that the more 
despised members are more necessary (i Cor. xii. 22)^' 

Moreover there was a very exaggerated estimate 
of the amount of change which his revision would 
introduce. Thus Augustine, when endeavouring to 
deter him, speaks of his new tra7islation\ Jerome in 
reply tacitly corrects his illustrious correspondent, 
and calls the work a revision\ And throughout he 

1 Op. IX. 6. * Exod. XXV. 2 sq. ^ Qp jx. 460. 

* See Hieron. Epist. 104, i. 637, for Augustine's letter (*Evangelium 
ex Graeco interpretatus es'), and Epist, 112, i. 753, for Jerome's reply 
('in Novi Testament! emendatione'). See Dr Westcott in Smith's 
Dictionary of the Bible^ s.v. Vulgate, II. p. 1696. 
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holds the same guarded language : he protests that 
he has no desire to introduce change for the mere 
sake of change, and that only such alterations will 
be made as strict fidelity to the original demands. 
His object is solely to place the Hebraica Veritas 
before his readers in the vernacular tongue, and to 
this object he is stedfast. 

In executing this great work, Jerome was in con- 
stant communication with Jewish rabbis, who were 
his Hebrew teachers and to whom he was much 
indebted in many ways. How great a gain this 
assistance was to his revision, and how largely after 
ages have profited by the knowledge thus brought 
to bear on the sacred text, I need hardly say. We 
may suspect (though no direct notice on this point 
is preserved) that with his contemporaries this fact 
was prominent among the counts of the indictment 
against him. At least it is certain that they set 
their faces against his substitution of the Hebrew 
text for the Septuagint version, on the ground that 
the former had been tampered with by the malignity 
and obduracy of the Jews. But, if this suspicion 
wrongs them, and they did not object to his availing 
himself of such extraneous aid, then they evinced 
greater liberality than has always been shown by 
the opponents of revision in later ages. 

Happily Jerome felt strong in the power of truth, 
and could resist alike the importunity of friends and 
the assaults of foes. His sole object was to place 
before the Latin-speaking Churches the most faithful 
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representation of the actual words of the sacred text ; 
and the consciousness of this great purpose nerved 
him with a strength beyond himself. The character 
of this father will not kindle any deep affection or 
respect. We are repelled by his coarseness and want 
of refinement, by his asperity of temper, by his 
vanity and self-assertion. We look in vain for that 
transparent simplicity which is the true foundation of 
the highest saintliness. But in this instance the 
nobler instincts of the biblical scholar triumphed over 
the baser passions of the man ; and in his lifelong 
devotion to this one object of placing the Bible in its 
integrity before the Western Church, his character 
rises to true sublimity. 'I beseech you,' he writes, 
' pour out your prayers to the Lord for me, that so 
long as I am in this poor body I may write something 
acceptable to you, useful to the Church, and worthy 
of after ages. Indeed I am not moved overmuch by 
the judgments of living men : they err on the one 
side or on the other, through affection or through 
hatred \' 'My voice,' he says elsewhere, 'shall never 
be silent, Christ helping me. Though my tongue be 
cut off, it shall still stammer. Let those read who 
will ; let those who will not, reject^' And, inspired 
with a true scholar's sense of the dignity of con- 
scientious work for its own sake irrespective of any 
striking results, after mentioning the pains which it 
has cost him to unravel the entanglement of names 
in the Books of Chronicles he recals a famous word 

* Op. IX. 1364. • Op, IX. i5a6. 
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of encouragement addressed of old by Antigenidas 
the flute-player to his pupil Ismenias, whose skill had 
failed to catch the popular fancy : ' Play to me and 
to the Muses/ So Jerome describes his own set 
purpose ; ^ Like Ismenias I play to myself and to 
mine, if the ears of the rest are deaf.*' 

Thus far I have dwelt on the opposition which 
Jerome encountered on all hands, and the dauntless 
resolution with which he accomplished his task. Let 
me now say a few words on the subsequent fate of his 
Revision, for this also is an instructive page in history^. 
When completed, it received no authoritative sanction. 
His patron, pope Damasus, at whose instigation he 
had undertaken the task, was dead. The successors 
of Damasus showed no favour to Jerome or to his 
work. The Old Latin still continued to be read in 
churches : it was still quoted in the writings of 
divines. Even Augustine, who after the completion 
of the task seems to have overcome his misgivings 
and speaks in praise of Jerome's work, remains 
constant to the older Version. But first one writer, 
and then another, begins to adopt the revised trans- 
lation of Jerome. Still its recognition depends on 
the caprice or the judgment of individual men. Eyen 
the bishops of Rome had not yet discovered that 
it was 'authentic' One pope will use the Hie- 

^ Op, IX. 1408, *Mihimet ipsi et meis juxta Ismeniam canens, si 
aures surdse sunt caeterorum.' 

* The history of the gradual reception of Jerome's Revision is traced 
in Kaulen's Geschichte der Vulgata^ p. 190 sq. (Mainz, 1868). 
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ronymian Revision ; a second will retain the Old 
Latin ; while a third will use either indifferently, and 
a fourth will quote from the one in the Old Testa- 
ment and from the other in the New\ As late as 
two centuries after Jerome's time, Gregory the Great 
can still write that he intends to avail himself of 
either indifferently, as his purpose may require, since 
* the Apostolic See, over which by the grace of God 
he presides, uses bothV Thus slowly, but surely, 
Jerome's revision won its way, till at length, some 
centuries after its author's death, it drove its elder 
rival out of the field, and became the one recognised 
version of the Bible throughout the Latin Churches. 



IL 

I cannot forbear to call attention in passing to the 
close parallel which these facts present to the history 
of the so-called Authorized Version. This too, like 
Jerome's Revision, was undertaken amidst many mis- 
givings, and, when it appeared, was received with 
coldness or criticized with severity. When the pro- 
posal for a revision was first brought forward, *my 

^ These statements may be verified by the quotations in Kaulen's 
work. 

* Greg. Magn. Mor, in lob., Epist. ad fin. 'Novam translationem 
dissero; sed cum probationis causa exigit, tiunc novam, nunc veterem 
per testimonia assumo; ut, quia sedes Apostolica cui Deo auctore 
prsesideo utraque utitur, mei quoque labor studii ex utraque fulciatur' 
{Op, I. p. 6, Venet 1 768). 
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Lord of London' is reported to have said that 'if 
every man's humour should be followed, there WQuld 
be no end of translating.' The translators themselves, 
when they issue their work to the public, deprecate 
the adverse criticism which doubtless they saw very 
good reason to apprehend. Such a work as theirs, 
they say in the opening paragraph of the preface to 
the reader, 'is welcomed with suspicion instead of 
love and with emulation instead of thanks,... and if 
there be any hole left for cavil to enter (and cavil, if 
it do not find a hole, will make one), it is sure to be 
misconstrued and in danger to be condemned. This 
will easily be granted by as many as know story 
or have any experience. For, was there anything 
ever projected, that savoured anyway of newness or 
renewing, but the same endured many a storm of 
gainsaying or opposition V and again ; ' Whosoever 
attempteth anything for the public (especially if it 
pertain to religion and to the opening and clearing 
of the Word of God) the same setteth himself upon a 
stage to be glouted upon by every evil eye, yea, he 
casteth himself headlong upon pikes, to be gored by 
every sharp tongue. For he that meddleth with 
men's religion in any part, meddleth with their 
custom, nay with their freehold : and though they 
find no content in that which they have, yet they 
cannot abide to hear of altering.* 

The parallel moreover extends to the circumstances 
of its reception. It seems now to be an established 
fact (so far as any fact in history which involves a com- 



prehensive negative can be regarded as estaUisheil) 
that our Received Vendon never receiveii any final 
authorization either from the ecclesiastical or firom the 
ciWl powers : that it \\-as not sanctioned either by the 
Houses of Parliament, or by the Houses of Conxix^a- 
tion, or by the King in Council. The Bisliojvs* Bible 
still continued to be read in churches ; the Geneva 
Bible w'as still the familiar volume of the fireside and 
the closet\ Several years after the appearance of the 
Revised Version, Bishop Andrewes, though himself 
one of the revisers, still continues to quote from an 
older Bible. Yet notwithstanding all adverse circum- 
stances it overpowered both its rivals by the force of 
superior merit. It was found to be, as one had said 
long before of Jerome's Revision, * et verborum tena- 
cior et perspicuitate sententire clarior**; and this was 
the secret of its success. ' Thus,* writes Dr Wcstcott, 
* at the very time when the monarchy and the Church 
were, as it seemed, finally overthrown, the luiglish 
people by their silent and unanimous acceptance of 

* The printing of the Bishops* Bible was stopped as soon as the new 
revision was determined upon. The last edition of the former wrtH 
published in 1606. The Revised Version states on its title'paj»c (i^>i i) 
that it is 'Appointed to be read in Churches,' but we are not told !>y 
whom or how it was appointed. As the copies of the Hinhopn' lllblo 
used in the Churches were worn out, they would prolial)ly be replaced by 
the Revised Version; but this seems to have l)cen the only advantage 
which was accorded to it. On the other hand, the (Jcncva Bible con- 
tinued to be printed by the King's Printer some years after the appear- 
ance of the Revised Version, and was still marked ' Cum prlvilcgin 
Regiae majestatis.' 

* Isidore of Pelusium, Etym* vi. 4, p, «5I. 
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the new Bible gave a spontaneous testimony to the 
principles of order and catholicity of which both were 
an embodiment.' *A revision, which embodied the 
ripe fruit of nearly a century of labour and appealed 
to the religious instinct of a great Christian people, 
gained by its own internal character a vital authority 
which could never have been secured by any edict 
of sovereign rulers V 

But the parallel may be carried a step further. In 
both these cases alike, as we have seen, God's law of 
progressive improvement, which in animal and vege- 
table life has been called the principle of natural se- 
lection, was vindicated here, so that the inferior gradu- 
ally disappeared before the superior in the same kind: 
but in both cases also the remnants of an earlier Bible 
held and still hold their ground, as a testimony to the 
past. As in parts of the Latin Service-books the 
Vulgate has not even yet displaced the Old Latin, 
which is still retained either in its pristine or in its 
partially amended form ; so also in our own Book of 
Common Prayer an older Version still maintains its 
place, in the Psalter and in the occasional sentences, 
as if to keep before our eyes the progressive history 
of our English Bible. 



IIL 

All history is a type, a parable. The hopes and 
the misgivings, the failures and the successes, of the 

1 History of the English Bible, pp. 158, 160. 
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past reproduce themselves in the present; and it 
appeared to me that at this crisis, when a revision 
of our English Bible is imminent, we might with 
advantage study the history of that revised transla- 
tion, which alone among Biblical Versions can bear 
comparison with our own in its circulation and in- 
fluence. 

And, first of all, in the gloomy forebodings, which 
have ushered in this scheme for a new revision, we 
seem to hear the very echo of those warning voices, 
which happily fell dead on the ear of the resolute 
Jerome. The alarming consequences, which some an- 
ticipate from any attempt to meddle with our time- 
honoured Version, have their exact counterpart in the 
apprehensions by which his contemporaries sought to 
deter him. The danger of estranging diverse Churches 
and congregations at present united in the accept- 
ance of a common Bible, and the danger of perplex- 
ing the faith of individual believers by suggesting to 
them variations of text and uncertainties of interpre- 
tation — these are now, as they were then, the twin 
perils, by which it is sought to scare the advocates of 
Revision. 

Moreover there is the like exaggerated estimate of 
the amount of change which any body of revisers 
would probably introduce. To this we can only give 
the same answer as Jerome, Not translation, but re- 
vision, is the object of all, who have promoted this 
new movement. There is no intention of snapping 
the thread of history by the introduction of a new 
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version. Our English Bible owes its unrivalled merits 
to the principle of revision; and this principle it is 
proposed once more to invoke. * To whom ever/ say 
the authors of our Received Version, ' was it imputed 
for a failing (by such as were wise) to go over that 
which he had done and to amend it where he saw 
cause .^' 'Truly, good Christian reader, we never 
thought from the beginning that we should need to 
make a new translation, nor yet to make a bad one a 
good one... but to make a good one better... that hath 
been our endeavour, that our mark.' 

Nor again will the eminence of antagonists deter 
the promoters of this movement, if they feel that they 
have truth on their side. Augustine was a greater 
theologian, as well as a better man, than Jerome. But 
in this matter he was treading on alien ground: he 
had not earned the right to speak. On the other 
hand, a life-long devotion to the study of the Biblical 
text in the original languages had filled Jerome with 
the sense alike of the importance of the work and of 
the responsibility of his position. He could not be 
deterred by the fears of any adversaries, however good 
and however able. He felt the iron hand of a strong 
necessity laid upon him, and he could not choose but 
open out to others the stores of Scriptural wealth 
which he himself had been permitted to amass. 

And again, we may take courage from the results 
which followed from his design, dauntlessly and per- 
sistently carried out. None of the perilous conse- 
quences, which friend and foe alike had foreboded, 
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did really ensue. There was indeed a long interval of 
transition, during which the rival versions contended 
for supremacy ; but no weakening of individual faith> 
no alienation of Churches, can be traced to this source. 
The great schism of the Church, the severance of East 
and West, was due to human passion and prejudice, 
to fraud and self-will and ambition. History does 
not mention any relaxation of the bonds of union as 
the consequence of Jerome's work. On the contrary, 
the Vulgate has been a tower of strength to the Latin 
Churches, as Jerome foresaw that it would be. He 
laboured for conscience sake, more than content if 
his work proved acceptable to one or two intimate 
friends ; he sought not the praise of men ; his own ge- 
neration viewed his labours with suspicion or hatred ; 
and he has been rewarded with the universal grati- 
tude of after ages. 

Nor is it uninstructive to observe that the very 
point on which his contemporaries laid the greatest 
stress in their charges against him, has come to be 
r^arded by ourselves as his most signal merit. To 
him we owe it, that in the Western Churches the 
Hebrew original, and not the Septuagint Version, is 
the basis of the people's Bible ; and that a broad and 
indelible line has been drawn once for all between the 
Canon of the Old Testament as known to the Hebrew 
nation, and the later accretions which had gathered 
about it in the Greek and Latin Bibles. Thus we are 
reaping the fruits of his courage and fidelity. We are 
the proper heirs of his labours. The Articles of the 
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Church of England still continue to quote S. Jerome's 
authority for the distinction between the Canonical 
and Apocryphal books, which the Council of Trent 
did its best to obscure. 

But there is yet another lesson to be learned from 
the history of Jerome's revision. The circumstances 
of its reception are full of instruction and encourage- 
ment. It owed nothing, as we have seen, to official 
sanction ; it won its way by sterling merit. Now let 
us suppose that the revision, which we are about to un- 
dertake, is successfully accomplished. How are we to 
deal with it .? If the work commends itself at once to 
all or to a large majority as superior to the present Ver- 
sion, then let it by all means be substituted by some 
formal authorization. But this is quite too much to 
expect. Though S. Jerome's Revision was incompara- 
bly better than the Old Latin, though the superiority 
of our received English Version to its predecessors is 
allowed on all hands, no such instantaneous welcome 
was accorded to either. They had to run the gaunt- 
let of adverse criticism ; they fought their way to ac- 
ceptance inch by inch. I suppose that no one who 
takes part in this new revision is so sanguine as to 
hope that his work will be more tenderly treated. 
This being so, it does not seem to be necessary, and 
it is perhaps not even advisable, that the new Revised 
Version, if successfully completed, should at once 
authoritatively displace the old. Only let it not be 
prohibited. Give it a fair field, and a few years will 
decide the question of superiority. I do not myself 
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consider it a great evil, that for a time two concurren. 
Versions should be in use. This at least seems a sim- 
ple practical solution, unless indeed there should be 
such an immediate convergence of opinion in favour 
of the revised Version, as past experience does not 
encourage us to expect. 

IV. 

But let it be granted that the spectres, which a 
timid apprehension calls into being, are scared away 
by the light of history and experience, and that the 
dangerous consequences of revision are shown to be 
imaginary ; we have still to ask, whether there is suffi- 
cient reason for undertaking such a work, or (in other 
words) whether the defects of the existing Version 
are such as to call for systematic amendment } Here 
again we are met by the same objection, of which our 
translators were obliged to take notice: 'Many men's 
mouths,' they write, 'have been open a good while 
(and yet are not stopped) with speeches about the 
translation so long in hand... and ask what may be 
the reason, what the necessity of the employment: 
Hath the Church been deceived, say they, all this 
while? Hath her sweet bread been mingled with 
leaven, her silver with dross, her wine with water, her 
milk with wine?' 

In addressing myself to this question, I cannot at- 
tempt to give an exhaustive answer. Materials for 
such an answer will be found scattered up and down 

B 
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biblical commentaries and other exegetical works'. 
In Archbishop Trench's instructive volume On the 
Authorized Version of the New Testament, published 
a few years ago, they are gathered into a focus ; and 
quite recently, in anticipation of the impending re- 
vision, Bishop Ellicott has stated the case concisely, 
giving examples of different classes of errors which 
call for correction. For a fuller justification of the 
advocates of revision I would refer to these and simi- 
lar works, confining myself to a few more prominent 
points, in which our Version falls behind the know- 
ledge of the age, and offering some examples in 
illustration of each. While doing so, I shall be led 
necessarily to dwell almost exclusively on the defects 
of our English Bible, and to ignore its merits. But 
I trust it will be unnecessary for me on this account 
to deprecate adverse criticism. No misapprehension 
is more serious or more unjust than the assumption 
that those who advocate revision are blind to the 
excellence of the existing Version. It is the very 
sense of this excellence which prompts the desire 
to make an admirable instrument more perfect. On 
the other hand, they cannot shut their eyes to the 
fact that the assiduous labours of scholars and divines 
during two centuries and a half have not been fruit- 
less, and they are naturally anxious to pour into the 
treasury of the temple these accumulated gains of 
many generations. 

^ For the literature of the subject, see Professor Plumptre*s interest- 
ing article in Smitl>*s Dictionary of the Bihle^ s.v. Version^ Authorized^ 
p. 1679. 
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§1. 

And first of all let us boldly face the fact that the 
most important changes, in which a revision may re- 
sult, will bfe due to the variations of reading in the 
Greek text. It was not the fault, it was the misfor- 
tune, of the scholars from Tyndale downward, to 
whom we owe our English Bible, that the only text 
accessible to them was faulty and corrupt. I need 
not take up time in recapitulating the history of the 
received text, which will be known to all. It is suf- 
ficient to state that all textual critics are substantially 
agreed on this point, though they may differ among 
themselves as to the exact amount of change which 
it will be necessary to introduce. 

No doubt, when the subject of various readings 
IS mentioned, grave apprehensions will arise in the 
minds of some persons. But this is just the case 
where more light is wanted to allay the fears which 
a vague imagination excites. The recent language 
of alarmists on this point seems incredible to those 
who have paid any attention to the subject. I can 
only state my own conviction that a study of the 
history and condition of the Greek text solves far 
more difficulties than it creates. More especially it 
brings out the fact of the very early and wide diffu- 
sion of the New Testament writings with a clearness 
and a cogency which is irresistible, and thus bears 
most important testimony to their genuineness and 
integrity. Even the variations themselves have the 

B 2 
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highest value in this respect. Thus for instance 
when we find that ^oon after the middle of the second 
century divergent readings of a striking kind occur 
in S. John's Gospel, as for instance fiovo^cvfi^ 0€O9 
and 6 fiovoyevrj^ vio^ (i. 1 8), we are led to the con- 
clusion that the text has already a history and that 
the Gospel therefore cannot have been very recent. 
This evidential value of textual criticism moreover 
shows itself in other ways. I will select one instance, 
which has always appeared to me very instructive as 
illustrating the results of this study — apparently so 
revolutionary in its methods, and yet really so con- 
servative in its ends. 

The Epistle to the Ephesians, after having been 
received by churches and individuals alike (so far 
as we know) without a single exception from the 
earliest times, as the unquestioned work of the Apostle 
whose name it bears, has been challenged in our 
own generation. Now there is one formidable argu- 
ment, and one only, against its genuineness. It is 
urged with irresistible force that S. Paul could not 
have written in this strain to a Church in which he 
had resided for three whole years and with which he 
lived on the closest and most affectionate terms. So 
far as regards reference to persons or incidents, this 
is quite the most colourless of all S. Paul's Epistles ; 
whereas we should expect to find it more full and 
definite in its allusions than any other, except per- 
haps the letters to Corinth. To this objection no 
satisfactory answer can be given without the aid of 
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textual criticism. But from textual criticism we learn 
that an intelligent and well-informed though hereti- 
cal writer of the second century called it an Epistle 
to the Laodiceans; that the words *in Ephesus' are 
wanting in the two oldest extant Greek MSS ; that 
the most learned of the Greek fathers in the middle 
of the third century — himself a textual critic — had 
not the words in his copy or copies ; and that ano- 
ther learned Greek father in the middle of the fourth 
century declares them to be absent from the oldest 
manuscripts — not to mention other subsidiary notices 
tending in the same direction. Putting these facts 
together, we get a complete answer to the objec- 
tion. The Epistle is found to be a circular letter, 
addressed probably to the Churches of Proconsular 
Asia, of which Ephesus was one and Laodicea ano- 
ther. From Ephesus, as the metropolis, it derived 
its usual title, because the largest number of copies 
in circulation would be derived from the autograph 
sent thither; but here and there a copy was extant 
'in early times addressed to some other Church (as 
Laodicea, for instance) ; and still more commonly 
copies existed taken from some MS in which the 
blank for the name of the Church had not been filled 
up. This circular character of the letter fully explains 
the absence of personal or historical allusions. Thus 
textual criticism in this instance removes our diffi- 
culty ; but its services do not end here. It furnishes 
a body of circumstantial evidence which, I venture to 
think, must ultimately carry irresistible conviction 
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as to the authorship of the letter, though for the pre- 
sent some are found to hesitate. For these facts sup- 
plied by textual criticism connect themselves with 
the mention of the letter which the Colossians are 
charged to get from Laodicea (Col. iv. i6), and this 
mention again combines with the strong resemblances 
of matter and diction, so as to bind these two Epistles 
inseparably together : while again the Epistle to the 
Colossians is linked not less indissolubly with the 
letter to Philemon by the references to person and 
place and circumstance. Thus the three Epistles 
form a compact whole, to resist the assaults of 
adverse criticism. A striking amount of undesigned 
coincidence is gathered together from the most 
diverse quarters, converging unmistakably to one 
result. And the point to be observed is, that many 
of these coincident elements are not found in the 
Epistles themselves, but in the external history of 
the text, a circumstance which gives them a far 
higher evidential value. For even if it were possible 
to imagine a forger in an uncritical age at once able 
to devise a series of artifices so subtle and so com- 
plex, as on the supposition of the spuriousness of 
one or all of these letters we are obliged to assume, 
and willing to defeat his own purpose by tangling 
a skein which it would require the critical education 
of the nineteenth century to unravel ; yet there would 
still remain the still greater improb?' '^ man 

in such a position could have - 
effective control over ex^gig^l circ 
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fusion and the subsequent history of his forgeries — 
as this hypothesis would suppose. 

This instance will illustrate my meaning, when I 
alluded to the conservative action of textual criti- 
cism ; for such I conceive to be its general tendency. 
But in fact the consideration of consequences ought 
not to weigh with us, in a matter where duty is so 
obvious. It must be our single aim to place the 
Bible in its integrity before the people of Christ ; and, 
so long as we sincerely follow the truth, we can afford 
to leave the consequences in God's hands: and I 
cannot too strongly urge the truism (for truism it is) 
that the higher value we set on the Bible as being or 
as containing the Word of God, the greater (if we 
are faithful to our trust) will be our care to ascertain 
the exact expressions of the original by the aid of all 
the critical resources at our command. We have 
seen that S. Jerome's courage was chiefly tried in the 
substitution of a purer text, and that his fidelity 
herein has been recognised as his greatest claim to 
the gratitude of after ages. The work, which our 
new revisers will be required to execute, is far less 
revolutionary than his. Where his task required him 
to substitute a wholly new text in the Old Testa- 
ment, they will only be required to cancel or to 
change a word or expression, or in rare cases a 
verse, here and there in the New. Where he was 
faithful in great things, we may trust that they will 
not be faithless in smalL 

The question therefore is not one of policy, but 
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of truth. Yet still it is well to face the probable 
results; because apprehension is especially alive on 
this point, and because only by boldly confronting 
the spectres of a vague alarm can we hope to lay 
them. 

Let us then first of all set it down as an unmixed 
gain that we shall rid ourselves of an alliance which 
is a constant source of weakness and perplexity to 
us. No more serious damage can be done to a true 
cause, than by summoning in its defence a witness 
who is justly suspected or manifestly perjured. Yet 
this IS exactly the attitude which the verse relating 
to the Heavenly witnesses (i John v. 7) bears towards 
the great doctrine which it proclaims, so long as it 
retains a place in the Bible which we put into the 
hands of the people. Shortly after the question of 
revision was first mooted, an article on the subject 
appeared in a popular daily paper, in which the 
writer, taking occasion to refer to this verse, com- 
mitted himself to two statements respecting it : first, 
that the passage in question had done much towards 
promoting the belief in the doctrine which it puts 
forward ; and secondly, that the interpolator knew well 
what he was about and used very efficient means to 
gain his end. Now both these statements were evi- 
dently made in good faith by the writer and would, 
I suppose, be accepted as true by a very large 
number of his readers^ But those, who have given any 
special attention to the subject, know that neither 
will bear examination. The first contradicts the plain 
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facts of history; the second militates against the 
most probable inferences of criticism. As regards 
the first point, it seems unquestionable that the doc-' 
trine was formally defined and firmly established 
some time before the interpolation appeared. A 
study of history shows that the Church arrived at the 
Catholic statement of the doctrine of the Trinity, 
partly because it was indicated in other passages of 
the New Testament {e,g. Matt, xxviii. 19, 2 Cor. xiii. 
14), and partly because it was the only statement 
which, recognising the fact of the Incarnation of the 
Divine Word, was found at once to satisfy the in- 
stincts of a devout belief and the requirements of a 
true philosophy ; and that the text in question had 
not, and could not have, anything to do with its 
establishment. Indeed the very fact that it is no- 
where quoted by the great controversial writers of 
the fourth and fifth centuries has been truly re- 
garded as the strongest evidence against its genu- 
ineness. And in more recent times, when the doc- 
trine began to be challenged, the text was challenged 
also ; so that at this stage the doctrine did not gain, 
but lose, by the advocacy of a witness whose ques- 
tionable character threw discredit upon it. Again, 
the second statement equally breaks down when 
investigated. Textual criticism shows that the clause 
containing the Three Heavenly Witnesses was not 
in the first instance a deliberate forgery, but a com- 
paratively innocent gloss, which put a directly theo- 
logical interpretation on the three genuine witnesses 
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of S. John — the spirit and the water and the blood — 
a gloss which is given substantially by S. Augustine 
and was indicated before by Origen and Cyprian, 
and which first thrust itself into the text in some 
Latin MSS, where it betrays its origin, not only 
by its varieties of form, but also by the fact that 
it occurs sometimes before and sometimes after the 
mention of the three genuine witnesses which it was 
intended to explain. Thus both these statements alike 
break down, and we see no ground for placing this 
memorable verse in the same category with such 
fictions as the False Decretals, whether we regard 
its origin or its results ; for unlike them it was not 
a deliberate forgery, and unlike them also it did not 
create a dogma. I only quote this criticism to show 
how much prejudice may be raised against the truth 
by the retention of interpolations like this ; nor can 
we hold ourselves free from blame, if such statements 
are made and accepted, so long as we take no steps 
to eject from our Bibles an intrusive passage, against 
which external and internal evidence alike have pro- 
nounced a decisive verdict. In this instance our later 
English Bibles have retrograded from the more truth- 
ful position of the earlier. In Tyndale's, Coverdale's, 
and Cranmer's Bibles the spurious words are placed 
in brackets and printed in a different type, and thus 
attention is directed to their suspicious character. 
In Luther's German Translation (in its original 
form), as also in the Zurich Latin Bible of 1543, 
they were omitted. In the Geneva Testament first. 



.^■f x--- 



False Readings. I'j 

so far as I am aware, and in the Bishops' Bible 
after it, the example was set, which the translators 
of our Authorized Version unhappily followed, of 
dispensing with these marks of doubtful genuine- 
ness and printing the passage uniformly with the 
context. 

In other doctrinal passages where important 
various readings occur, the solution will not be so 
simple ; but in doubtful cases the margin may use- 
fully be employed. Altogether the instances, in which 
doctrine is directly or indirectly involved, are very 
few; and, though individual texts might be altered, 
the balance of doctrinal statement would probably 
not be disturbed by the total result, a change in one 
direction being compensated by a change in the 
other. Thus for instance, if the reading * God was 
manifest in the flesh' should have to give place to 
'Who was manifest in the flesh' in i Tim. iii. i6, and 
retire to the margin, yet on the other hand the 
'Only-begotten God' would seem to have equal or 
superior claims to 'the Only-begotten Son* in John 
i. 1 8, and must either supersede it or claim a place 
side by side with it. 

The passages, which touch Christian sentiment or 
history or morals, and which are affected by textual 
differences, though less rare than the former, are still 
very few. Of these the pericope of the woman taken 
in adultery holds the first place in importance. In 
this case a deference to the most ancient authorities, 
as well as a consideration of internal evidence, might 
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seem to involve immediate loss. The best solution 
would probably be to place the passage in brackets, 
for the purpose of showing, not indeed that it contains 
an untrue narrative (for, whencesoever it comes, it 
seems to bear on its face the highest credentials 
of authentic history), but that evidence external and 
internal is against its being regarded as an integral 
portion of the original Gospel of S. John. The close 
of S. Mark's Gospel should possibly be treated in the 
same way. If I might venture a conjecture, I should 
say that both the one and the other were due to that 
knot of early disciples who gathered about S. John in 
Asia Minor and must have preserved more than one 
true tradition of the Lord's life and of the earliest 
days of the Church, of which some at least had them- 
selves been eye-witnesses \ 

Again in S. Luke's Gospel it might be right 
to take account of certain remarkable omissions in 
some texts, and probably in these cases a marginal 
note would be the best solution. Such for instance 
are the words addressed to James and John, ix. 56, 
* Ye know not of what spirit ye are,* or the agony in 
the garden, xxii. 43, 44, or the solemn words on the 
Cross, xxiii. 34. It seems impossible to believe that 
these incidents are other than authentic ; and as the 
text of S. Luke's Gospel is perhaps exceptional in 

^ The account of the woman taken in adultery is known to have 
been related by Papias, a disciple of this school, early in the second 
century, who also speaks of the Gospel of S. Mark. Euseb. H, E. 
ill 39. 
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this respect (for the omissions in S. John's Gospel 
are of a different kind), the solution will suggest 
itself, that the Evangelist himself may have issued 
two separate editions. This conjecture will be con- 
firmed by observing that in the second treatise of 
S. Luke similar traces of two editions are seen where 
the passages omitted in many texts, though not im- 
portant in themselves {e.g, xxviii. 16, 29), bear equal 
evidence of authenticity, and are entirely free from 
suspicion on the ground that they were inserted to 
serve any purpose devotional or doctrinal. 

On the other hand some passages, where the 
external testimony is equivocal or adverse, are open 
to suspicion, because the origin of or the motive for 
the insertions or alterations lies on the surface. 
Thus in S. Luke ii. 33 ' His father' is altered into 
'Joseph,' and ten verses later 'Joseph and his mother' 
is substituted for * His parents,' evidently because the 
transcriber was alarmed lest the doctrine of the Incar- 
nation might be imperilled by such language — ^an 
alarm not entertained by the Evangelist himself 
whose own narrative directly precluded any false 
inference, and who therefore could use the popular 
language without fear of misapprehension. And again 
the mention of ' fasting ' in connexion with praying in 
not less than four passages (Matt. xvii. 21, Mark ix. 29, 
Acts X. 30, 1 Cor.vii. S), in all of which it is rejected by 
one or more of the best editors, shows an ascetic bias ; 
though indeed there is ample sanction elsewhere in 
the New Testament for the practice which it was thus 
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sought to enforce more strongly. Again allowance 
must be made for the influence of liturgical usage in 
such passages as the doxology to the Lord's prayer, 
Matt. vi. 13 ; and a similar explanation may be given 
of the insertion of the eunuch's confession of faith 
preparatory to baptism, Acts viii. 37, And again, 
when a historical difficulty is avoided by a various 
reading, this should be taken into account, as in 
Mark i. i, where indeed the substitution of eV t^S 
'Ho-ai!a To5 7rpo<f>i]T7) for the common reading iv Tol'i 
7rpp<l>r/Tai<; would introduce a difficulty the same in 
kind but less in magnitude than already exists in the 
received text of Matt, xxvii. 9. Or lastly, the desire 
to bring out the presence of a supernatural agency 
may have had its influence in procuring the insertion 
of the words describing the descent of the angel in 
John V. 3, 4. On the other hand in some cases these 
considerations of internal probability favour the exist- 
ing text, where external evidence taken alone might 
lead to a diff*erent result, as in i Cor. xv. 51, where 
the received reading Trai/re? ov KoifjLr}67ia6^eday 7rdvT€<: 
Se dXKaryrjo'Ofieda, is so recommended against Traj/re? 
tcocfirjdrjaofjLeda, ov irdvTe<i Be aXKar/Tjaofjieda. 

I believe that I have not only indicated (so far 
as my space allows) the really important classes of 
various readings, but given the most prominent il- 
lustrations in each instance. The whole number of 
such readings indeed is small, and only a very few 
remain after the examples already brought forward. 
On the other hand, variations of a subordinate kind 
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are more numerous. These occur more frequently 
in the Gospels than elsewhere, arising out of the 
attempt to supplement one Evangelical narrative by 
the insertion of a word or a clause from another, or 
to bring the one into literal conformity with the other 
by substitution or correction ; but no considerations 
of moment are involved in the rectification of such 
passages. It is very rarely indeed that a various 
reading of this class rises to the interest of Matt xix. 
17 Ti /*€ ipa)Ta<; irepX rod dr/a6ov (compared with 
Mark X. 18, Luke xviii. 19); and for the most part 
they are wholly unimportant as regards any doctrinal 
or practical bearing. 

The same motive, which operates so powerfully 
in the Gospels, will also influence, though in a far 
■less degree, the text of those Epistles which are 
closely allied to each other, as for instance the 
Romans and Galatians, or the Ephesians and Colos- 
sians, and will be felt moreover in isolated parallel 
passages elsewhere ; but for the most part the cor- 
ruptions in the Epistles are due to the carelessness 
of scribes, or to their officiousness exercised on the 
grammar or the style. The restoration of the best 
supported reading is in almost every instance a 
gain, either as establishing a more satisfactory con- 
nexion of sentences, or as substituting a more forcible 
expression for a less forcible {e.g. Trapa^oXevadfievo^ 
for irapa^ovXevcrafiepof;, Phil. ii. 30), or in other ways 
giving point to the expression and bringing out a 
better and clearer sense {e,g. Rom. iv. 19 KaT€v6r)cr€v 
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TO iavTov <T&fia.,,€U Sk rfjv iitayyeKiav rov &€ov ov 
8i€Kpidrf, for ov Kxvrevcyqaev /e. t.X, where the point is 
that Abraham did fully recognise his own condition 
and notwithstanding was not staggered ; or a Cor. 
i. 20 iv avTw TO val, B16 koX Sl avrov to afifjv /c. t. \., 
where val denotes the fulfilment of the promise on 
the part of God, and afi^v the recognition and thanks* 
giving on the part of the Church, a distinction which 
is obliterated by the received reading ip airr^ to val 
Kal iv avTot Th dfir)v ; or 2 Cor. xii. I Ka\y)(aadaL Set, 
ov avfi(\>€pov fiev, i\€v<ro/Mat Be k.t.\. where the com- 
mon text Kav^a(r6ai Srj ov avfi<f)ep€i, fiot, eKevcrofUU 
yap /C.T.X. is feeble in comparison). It is this very 
fact, that reading of the older authorities almost 
always exhibits some improvement in the sense (even 
though the change may be unimportant in itself) 
which gives us the strongest assurance of their trust- 
worthiness as against the superior numbers of the 
more recent copies. 

Altogether it may be safely affirmed that the 
permanent value of the new revision will depend in 
a great degree on the courage and fidelity with which 
it deals with questions of readings. If the signs 
of the times may be trusted, the course which is 
most truthful, will also be most politic. To be con- 
servative, it will be necessary to be adequate: for 
no revision which fails to deal fairly with these 
textual problems, can be lasting. The example 
of S. Jerome is full of instruction and encourage- 
ment 
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§ 2. 



From errors in the Greek text which our transla- 
tors used, we may pass on to faults of actual transla- 
tion. And here I will commence with one class 
which is not unimportant in itself, and which claims 
to be considered first, because the translators have 
dwelt at some length on the matter and attempted 
to justify their mode of proceeding. I refer to the vari- 
ous renderings of the same word or words, by which 
artificial distinctions are introduced in the translation, 
which have no place in the original. This is perhaps 
the only point in which they proceed deliberately on 
a wrong principle. 'We have not tied ourselves,* 
they say in the preface, ' to an uniformity of phrasing 
or to an identity of words.' They plead that such 
a course would savour 'more of curiosity than wis- 
dom,' and they allege the quaint reason, that they 
might *be charged (by scoffers) with some unequal 
dealing towards a great number of English words,' 
if they adopted one to the exclusion of another, as 
a rendering of the same Greek equivalent. Now, if 
they had restricted themselves within proper limits 
in the use of this liberty, no fault could have been 
found with this vindication. But, when the transla- 
tion of the same word is capriciously varied in the 
same paragraph, and even in the same verse, a false 

C 
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effect IS inevitably produced and the connexion will 
in some cases be severed, or the reader more or less 
seriously misled in other ways. To what extent they 
have thus attempted to improve upon the original by 
introducing variety, the following examples, though 
they might be multiplied many times, will suffice to 
show. 

Why, for instance, should we read in Matt, xviii. 33 
'Shouldest not thou also have had compassion (eXe^orat) 
on thy fellow servant, even as I had pity {rfKeriaa) on 
thee'; or in xx. 20 'Then came to him the mother of 
Zebedee's children iyl&v) with her sons (u/o3i/)'; or in 
xxv. 32 * He shall separate (a<f>opi€l) them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth {d<f>opi^€i) his sheep 
from the goats'.? Why in S. John xvi. i, 4, 6, should 
Tavra XeXdXijfca v/xlv be rendered in three different ways 
in the same paragraph ; * These things have I spoken 
unto you,* * These things have I told you,' *I have 
said these things unto you ' ; or S. Thomas be made 
to say, 'Put my finger,' and ' Thrust my hand' in the 
same verse, though the same Greek word ^oKoa stands 
for both (xxi. 25).? Why again in the Acts (xxvi. 24, 
25) should Festus cry, *Paul, thou art ^^j'/</^ thyself 
{jiaivrji^ TTauXe), and S. Paul reply, 'I am not mad^ 
most noble Festus* (oi) fiaivofiaiy Kparlare ^rjoTe)? 
Why in the Epistle to the Romans (x. 15) should ol 
TToSe? Toov evaryyeXi^ofiivayv elp-qvqvy rwv evar/yeXi^oiJbivcov 
ra dya6d be translated ' the feet of them that preach 
the Gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things*? Why in the same Epistle (xv. 4, S) should 
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we read, 'That we through patience and comfort of 
the Scriptures (Sta t/J? {rrrofMovP}^ kol t^9 TrapaKXija-eax: 
T&v ypa^oov) should have hope/ and in the next sen- 
tence, ' Now the God of patience and consolation (o 
0€oc T^9 vTTOfjLOPTJ^ fcol Ttj^ 7rapaK\i]<r€(Dsi) grant you to 
be like minded,* though the words are identical in the 
two clauses, and the repetition is obviously intended 
by S. Paul? And why again in the salutations at 
the end of this Epistle, as also of others, should currrd- 
acuT0€ be translated now 'salute* and now 'greet,' the 
two renderings being interchanged capriciously and 
without any law? Again in the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians, iii. 17, the same word ^Oeipuv is differ- 
ently translated, * If any man defile {(fydeipei) the tem- 
ple of God, him shall God destroy {(f>0€p€l),' though 
the force of the passage depends on the identity of 
the sin and the punishment. And in a later passage 
(x. 16 sq.), Koivtovol Tov BvaiaoT'qpiov is translated * par- 
takers of the altar,' and two verses below Kotv<ovol rap 
ScufjLovLfov * have fellowship with devils,' while (to com- 
plete the confusion) in a preceding and a succeeding 
verse the rendering *be partakers^ is assigned to yLtere- 
'X^iVy and in the same paragraph Koivcovia tov aXfuno^iy 
TOV adfiaTo^y is translated ' communion of the blood, of 
the body.' The exigencies of the English might de- 
mand some slight variation of rendering here, but this 
utter confusion is certainly not required; and yet this 
passage is only a sample of what occurs in number- 
less other places. Again in the same Epistle (xii. 
4 sq.) it is not easy to see why Biatpea-ei^ 'xapia/i/iTcov, 

C 2 
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BiaipeaeL^ ScaKoviciv, BLaipi(T€i^ ii/epyrj^aTODV, are trans- 
lated respectively ^diversities of gifts/ ^differences of 
administration/ * diversities of operations/ while in 
the same passage ivepyrf/juaTa is rendered first opera- 
tions and then working. Each time I read the 
marvellous episode on charity in the xiiith chapter, I 
feel with increased force the inimitable delicacy and 
beauty and sublimity of the rendering, till I begin to 
doubt whether the English language is not a better 
vehicle than even the Greek for so lofty a theme; yet 
even here I find some blemishes of this kind. Thus 
in the 8th verse the same English word 'fail* is given 
as a rendering for both eicirvnTeLv and Karafr/eladat, 
while conversely the same Greek word Karafrfeladoi is 
translated first hy fail Rnd then by vanish away, and 
two verses afterwards, where it occurs again, by a 
third expression be done away. This word Karapyelv 
is translated with the same latitude later on also (xv. 
24, 26), * When he shall have put down {KaTopyrjcrrj) 
all rule and all authority and power/ and immediately 
afterwards, 'The last enemy that shall be destroyed 
{KaTafyyelraC) is death/ Let me add another instance 
from this Epistle, for it is perhaps the most character- 
istic of all. In XV. 27, 28 the word viroTcuraeLV occurs 
six times in the same sense within two verses; in 
the first three places it is rendered ptit trnder^ in 
the fourth be subdued, in the fifth be subject, while in 
the last place the translators return again to their 
first rendering put under. Nay, even the simple 
word '^jo'^la when it occurs in successive verses (xvi. 
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I, 2) has a different rendering, first 'collection' and 
then 'gathering.' 

The Second Epistle to the Corinthians is espe- 
cially remarkable for the recurrence through whole 
sentences or paragraphs, of the same word or words, 
which thus strike the key-note to the passage. This 
fact is systematically disregarded by our translators 
who, impressed with the desire of producing what 
they seem to have regarded as an agreeable variety, 
failed to see that in such cases monotony is force. 
Thus in the £st chapter the words irapaKoKelvy irapd- 
ic\9y<rt9, and ffkifietVy dTuyjn^, occur again and again. 
In the rendering of the first our translators are 
divided between comfort and consolation^ and of the 
second between tribulationy troublcy and affliction. 
Again in the opening of the second chapter, where 
the tone is given to the paragraph by the frequent 
repetition of Xutti/, Xv7re*i/, we have three distinct 
renderings, heaviness^ sorrow, grief. Again in the 
third chapter several instances of this fault occur. 
In the first verse this passion for variety is curiously 
illustrated. They render o-voTaTiKwv iiria'ToXdv irpo^ 
vfia<; fj i^ vficov crvoTariKwv by * Epistles of commenda- 
tion to you or letters of commendation from you,* 
where even in supplying a word (which were better 
left out altogether) they make a change, though in 
the original the adjectives refer to the same substan- 
tive. In this same chapter again they hover between 
sufficient and able as a rendering of iKav6<;, iKavovv^ 
UavoTTi^ (vv. 5, 6), while later on they interchange 
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abolish and done away for Karafyyetadai (w. 7, 13, 14), 
and fail to preserve the connexion of avaKeKoKvfifiivtp 
(ver. 18) with KoXvfjLfia (ver. 13 sq.) and dvaKoXmrro- 
fievop (ver. 14), and of K€fca\vfifiivov (iv. 3) with all 
three. Again in the fifth chapter ivSrjfielv is ren- 
dered in the same context to be at home and to be 
present (w. 6, 8, 9), where the former rendering more- 
over in ver. 6 obscures the direct opposition to e/cSi;- 
liAvy this last word being rendered throughout to be 
abseftt'y and a little later (ver. 10) rot? Travra^ rjfidf: 
^avepwBrjvai, k.t.X, is translated *We must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ/ where, indepen- 
dently of the fatal objection that appear gives a 
wrong sense (for the context lays stress on the mani- 
festation of men's true characters at the great day), 
this rendering is still further faulty, as severing the 
connexion with what follows immediately (ver. ii), 
* We are made manifest {TrecjyavepcofieOa) unto God, and 
I trust also are made manifest (Tre^avepooaOai) in your 
consciences/ Again in vii. 7 consolation and comfort 
are once more interchanged for trapaKaK^lvy TrapaKXr)- 
o-t?; in viii. 10, 11, 12, to BeXeiv is translated to be for- 
ward and to will, and irpoOvfiia readiness and a willing 
mind in successive verses; in ix. 2, 3, 4, 5, ready and 
prepared are both employed in rendering irapeaKev- 
acTaiy irapeaK€va<TfiivoLy dirapaa/cevdaroi^, while con- 
versely the single expression *be ready* is made to 
represent both irapeaKevaarai and erolfirjv elvai; in 
X. 13, 15, 16, /cavcov, after being twice translated rule, 
is varied in the third passage by line of things; in xi. 
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16, 17, 18 the rendering of icaxrxaaBai, Kavxv<^^^ is di- 
versified by doast and glory ; and in xii. 2, 3 ovk otBa, 
6 ©609 olSev, is twice translated *I cannot tell, God 
knoweth^ while elsewhere in these same verses o28a is 
rendered ' I knewy and ouic olSa, ' I cannot tellJ This 
repugnance to repeating the same word for oiZa has a 
parallel in John xvi. 30, where vvv olSafji€v on oZSa? 
Trdvra is given * Now are we sure that thou knowest 
all things.' 

Nor is there any improvement in the later books, as 
the following instances, taken almost at random from 
a very large number which might have been adduced, 
will show: Phil. ii. 13 *It is God which worketh {hep- 
ywv) in you, both to will and to do {evefyyelpY ; Phil. iii. 
3 sq. 'And Aave no confidence (ov iren-oidoTes;) in the flesh ; 
Though I might also Aave confidence (Ip^wi/ ireirolJdr}aiv) 
in the flesh ; If any other man thinketh that he hath 
whereof he might trust {hoicel ireiroiOhai) in the flesh, 
I morQ.,. as touching the law {icaTa vofiov) a Pharisee ; 
concerning zeal {icaTa ^fjXov) persecuting the Church ; 
touching the righteousness {Kara BtKaioa'vvr)p) which is 
in the law, blameless* : i Thess. ii. 4 'As we were allowed 
(SeSoKifidafieda) of God... not as pleasing men but 
God which trieth (BoKifid^ovri) our hearts': 2 Thess. 
i. 6 'To recompense tribulation to them that trouble 
you' {avrairohovvai rot? dXi^ovcnv vfup ff}uy^cv): Heb. 
viii. 13 ' He hath made the first old {ireirdKaUoKev rfjv 
irparrrjv) ; now that which decayeth {iraXaiovfievov) and 
waxeth old^^tipdaKov) is ready to vanish away': James 
ii. 2, 3 'If there come {euriXSr)) unto your assembly 
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a man with a gold ring in goodly apparel (ip ia-Ofjri 
Xafiirpa) and there come in {elaiXOt)) also a poor man 
in vile raiment {ia-Orjrt), and ye have respect to him 
that weareth t/ie gay clothing {rfiv ia-Orjra rfjv Xafi- 
irpnv) etc' : 2 Pet. ii. i, 3 'Who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies {alpicrev^ d7ra)X€ta?)...and bring on 
themselves swift destruction {airaiKeLav).., and their 
damnation {aTrwKeia) slumbereth not*: i John v. 9, 
10 'This is the witness Qmprvpia) of God which he 
hath testified (jiefiaprvpriKev) of his Son... He believeth 
not the record {fiaprvpiav) that God gave {fiefiaprv- 
pr)K€p) of his Son': Rev. 1. 15 'His voice {^(ovrj) as the 
sound (<f>a)vr)) of many waters': iii. 17 'I am rich 
(ttXow^o?) and increased in goods {'rrerrXovTijKay : xvii. 6, 
7 ' And when I saw her, I wondered {idavfiacra) with 
great admiration {Oavfia) ; and the angel said unto 
me, Wherefore didst thou marvel (iOavp^aarasi) ' : xviii. 2 
' And the hold (<f}v\aKri) of every foul spirit and a 
cage {'^vKaKYJ) of every unclean and hateful bird.* 

In the instances hitherto given the variation of 
rendering is comparatively unimportant, but for this 
very reason they serve well to illustrate the wrong 
principle on which our translators proceeded. In 
such cases no more serious consequences may re- 
sult than a loss of point and force. But elsewhere 
the injury done to the understanding of the pas- 
sage is graver. Thus when the English reader 
finds in S. Matthew xxv. 46 ' These shall go away 
into everlasting (aldpiov) punishment, but the righte- 
ous into life eternal {ampt^p)^' he is led to speculate 
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on the difference of meaning between * everlasting' 
and * eternal/ if he happens to have any slight ac- 
quaintance with modern controversy, and he will 
most probably be led to a wrong conclusion by ob- 
serving different epithets used, more especially as the 
antithesis of the clauses helps to emphasize the dif- 
ference. Or take instances where the result will 
not be misunderstanding, but non-understanding. 
Thus in the apocalyptic passage 2 Thess. ii. 6, 7 
'And now ye know what withholdeth (to Karexov)... 
only he who now letteth (6 Karif^oiv apTi) will let,' the 
same word should certainly have been repeated, that 
the identity of the thing signified might be clear; 
and in the doctrinal statement. Col. ii. 9, 10, ' In him 
dwelleth all the fulness (to Trkrjfxjjfjui) of the Godhead 
bodily, and ye are complete {7r€7r\7jpa>fjLivoi) in him,* 
it was still more necessary to preserve the connexion 
by a similar rendering, for the main idea of the second 
clause is the communication of ttie ir\r}ptofia which 
resides in Christ, to the believers (comp. Ephes. 1. 23). 
Again, the word Opovo^ in the Revelation is trans- 
lated throncy when it refers to our Lord, but seat^ 
when it refers to the faithful (iv. 4, xi. 16*), or when it 
refers to Satan (ii. 13, xvi. 10). Now by this varia- 
tion, as Archbishop Trench has pointed out*, two 
great ideas which run through this Book, and indeed 
we may say through the whole of the New Testa- 

* Rev. iv. 4 * And round the throne {6p6yov) were four and twenty 
seats {Opovoi),' 

* On the Authorized Version^ P- 53 sq. 
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ment, are obliterated ; the one that the true servants 
of Christ are crowned with Him and share His sove- 
reignty ; the other, that the antagonism of the Prince 
of Darkness to the Prince of Light develops itself in 
'the hellish parody of the heavenly kingdom.' And 
in other passages again the connexion between dif- 
ferent parts of the same discourse or the same 
narrative is severed. Thus in S. Luke xix. 13, 15, the 
nobleman going into a far country gives charge to 
his servants irpa^yLaT^laaaQe eci)9 epxo/jbai, and 
when he returns, he summons them ipa yv^ tU tc 
Si€7rpayfMaT€va'aTo. If the former had been trans- 
lated * Trade ye till I come/ it would then have cor- 
responded to the nobleman's subsequent demand of 
them to 'know how much each man had gained 
by trading' But the rendering of our translators, 
* Occupy till I come,' besides involving a somewhat 
unintelligible archaism disconnects the two, and the 
first indication which the English reader gets that 
the servants were expected to employ the money 
in trade is when the master at length comes to 
reckon with them. Another instance, where the con- 
nexion is not indeed wholly broken (for the context 
will not suffer this) but greatly impaired, is Matt v. 
15, 16 \a/i7r6t iraatv Tolf; iv r^ olxia' ovt(o^ Xa/juylrdra} 
TO <f)oi^ vfjioov e/jLirpoadev t&v dvdpanrcjv, which should 
run ' It shineth upon all that are in the house : Even so 
let your light shine before men, etc' But in our trans- 
lation, ' It giveth light unto all that are in the house : 
Let your light so shine before men that they may see 
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your good works, etc./ the two sentences are detached 
from each other by the double error of rendering 
Xa/xTret, XaM'^aro), by different words and of misun- 
derstanding o&ro). I say * misunderstanding/ because 
the alternative that 'so' is a mere ambiguity of 
expression seems to be precluded by the fact that 
in our Communion Service the words * Let your light 
so shine before men, etc.,' detached from their con- 
text, are chosen as the initial sentence at the Offer- 
tory, where the correct meaning, ' in like manner,' 
could not stand. 

This love of variety might be still further illus- 
trated by their treatment of the component parts of 
words. Thus there is no reason why iroi^vfiipcof: koI 
TroXirrpoTTCi)^ in Heb. i. I' should be translated 'At 
sundry times and in divers manners/ even though for 
want of a better word we should allow the very in- 
adequate rendering times to pass muster, where the 
original points to the divers parts of one great com- 
prehensive scheme. And again in Mark xii. 39 (comp. 
Matt, xxiii. 6) it is equally difficult to see why 
'rrpayroKadeBpia^ iv Tai<; awayayyal^: xal irpoaroicKiaiw; 
iv ToZ? 8et7n/oi9 should be rendered 'the cAief seats 
in the synagogues and the uppermost rooms at feasts.' 
On the archaic rendering 'room' for the second 
element in irptaroKkLa-iay I shall have something to 
say hereafter. 

These instances, which have been given, will suf- 
fice. But in fact examples, illustrating this miscon- 
ception of a translator's duty, are sown broadcast over 
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our New Testament, so that there is scarcely a page 
without one or more. It is due to our translators 
however to say, that in many cases, which I have 
examined, they only perpetuated and did not intro- 
duce the error, which may often be traced to Tyndale 
himself, from whom our Version is ultimately derived : 
and in some instances his variations are even greater 
than theirs. Thus in a passage already quoted, 
I Cor. xii. 4, he has three different renderings of 
Buupiaec^: in the three successive clauses, where they 
have only two ; * Ther are diversities of gyftes verely, 
yet but one sprete, and ther are differences of admini- 
stration and yet but one lorde, and ther are divers 
maners oi operacions and yet but one God*; and in 
Rom. xvi. his interchanges of 'salute* and 'greet* are 
still more frequent than theirs. Of all the English 
Versions the Rhemish alone has paid attention to 
this point, and so far compares advantageously with 
the rest, to which in most other respects it is con- 
fessedly inferior. And I suppose that the words of 
our translators' preface, in which they attempt to jus- 
tify their course, must refer indirectly to this Roman 
CatTiolic Version, more especially as I find that its 
Latinisms are censured in the same paragraph. If 
so, it is to be regretted that prejudice should have 
blinded them to a consideration of some importance. 
But not only is it necessary to preserve the same 
word in the same context and in the same book; 
equal care should be taken to secure uniformity, 
where it occurs in the same connexion in different 
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passages and different books. Thus, where quota- 
tions are given once or more from the Old Testament 
in the New, the rendering should exhibit (as far as 
possible) the exact coincidence with or divergence 
from the original and one another in the language. 
Again, when the same discourses or the same inci- 
dents are recorded by different Evangelists, it is 
especially important to reproduce the features of the 
original, neither obliterating nor creating differences. 
Again, in parallel passages in allied Epistles, as for 
instance those of S. Paul to the Romans and Gala- 
tians, or to the Colossians and Ephesians, or the Epi- 
stle of S. Jude and the Second Epistle of S. Peter, 
the exact amount of resemblance should be repro- 
duced, because questions of date and authenticity 
are affected thereby. Again, in the writings which 
claim the same authorship, as for instance the Gospel 
and Epistles and the Apocalypse of S. John, the simi- 
larity of diction should be preserved. Though this 
will be a somewhat laborious task, let us hope that 
our new revisers will exercise constant vigilance in 
this matter. As the authors of our Received Version 
allowed themselves so much licence in the same con- 
text, it is no surprise that they did not pay any at- 
tention to these coincidences of language which occur 
in separate parts of the New Testament, and which 
did not therefore force themselves on their notice. 

Of their mode of dealing with quotations from the 
Old Testament, one or two instances will suffice by 
way of illustration. 



46 Errors and Defects. 

Deut xxxii. 35 is twice quoted in exactly the 
same words. In our English Version it appears in 
these two forms. 

Rom. xii. 19. Heb. x. 30. 

Vengeance is mine: I will Vengeance belongeth un- 
repay, saith the Lord. to me, I will recompense, 

saith the Lord. 

Again, the same words Gen. xv. 6 (LXX) eKoyiadri 
avr^ ek BiKaioaiimfv are given with these variations : . 
Rom. iv. 3 *It was counted unto him for righteous- 
ness'; Rom. iv. 22 * It was imputed unto him for right- 
eousness'; Gal. iii. 6 *It was accounted to him for 
righteousness' (with a marginal note 'or imputed*) \ 
James ii. 23 *It was imputed to him for righteous- 
ness'; while in an indirect reference to it, Rom. iv. 9, 
(in the immediate context of two of these divergent 
renderings) a still further variation is introduced, ' We 
say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteous- 
ness.' 

Again, KoKxr^ei iT\r]6o^ afiapTL&v (from Prov. x. 
12) is translated in James v. 20 'shall hide a multi- 
tude of sins,' and in i Pet. iv. 8 ' shall cover the mul- 
titude of sins' (with a marginal reading 'will' for 
'shall'). 

The variation in the last instance which I shall 
give is still more astonishing, because the two quo- 
tations of the same passage (Ps. xcv. 11) occur in 
the same context. 
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Heb. iii. 1 1. Heb. iv. 3. 

So I sware in my wrath, As \ have sworn in my 
They shall not enter into wrath, If they shall enter 
my rest. into my rest. 

Here there is absolutely no difference in the Greek 
of the two passages; and, as the argument is conti- 
nuous, no justification of the various renderings can 
be imagined. 

On the parallel narratives of the different Evange- 
lists it will not be necessary to dwell, because this 
part of the subject has been discussed at some length 
elsewhere\ I will content myself with three exam- 
ples. The first, which affects only the diction, is a fair 
sample of the defects of our Version in this respect, 
because it is in no way striking or exceptional. 



Matt. xvi. 26. 
T/ 7ap oj^e- 
^ATai, av6po)7ro<;, 
iav Tov Koa-fiov 
o\op K€phr)crri^ ttjv 
Se '^v')(riv avTov 

'For what is 
a man profited, 
if he shall gain 
the whole world 
and lose his own 
soul.?' 



Mark viii. 36. 
Tt yap ft)^€- 
Xi]<r€i ap6po)7rov, 
iav Kephrja'Q tov 
Koa/iov iXoVf Koi 
^i]fjLiQ)07} TTjv ylrv' 
')(riv aVTOv ; 

* For what shall 
it profit a man, 
if he shall gain 
the whole world 
and lose his own 
soul?' 



Luke ix. 25. 

Tt yap (i<l>€' 
Xelrai avOpwiro^;, 
KcpS/jaa^ TOV Koa- 
fiov o\ov, iavTcv 
Be aTro\€aa<; fj 
^rjfjLKode'i^ ; 

'For what is 
a man advan- 
taged, if he gain 
the whole world, 
and lose him- 
self, or be cast 



away 



? 



^ See for instance Dean Alford's Byways cf Ntw Testament Criticism, 
Contemporary Review, July 1868, 
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Here the coincidences and divergences of the first 
two Evangelists are fairly preserved ; but the relations 
of the third to either are wholly confused or obli- 
terated. 

My second example shall be of a different kind ; 
where the variation introduced affects not the ex- 
pression only, but the actual interpretation. 

In the explanation of the parable of the sower 
in S. Mark iv. 16 oi hn ra ireTpdBr) (nreipofici/oi, is 
properly translated 'they which are sown on stony 
ground/ and the corresponding expressions are treat- 
ed similarly; but in S. Matthew xiii. 20 o tVl rd 
TrerpwSr} airapek becomes, ' He that received tite seed 
into stony places/ where (besides minor variations) 
the person is substituted for the seed, and the corre- 
sponding expressions throughout the parable are ma- 
nipulated similarly in defiance of grammar. This 
rendering is unhappy on many accounts. Besides 
making the Evangelists say different things, it has 
the still further disadvantage, that it destroys one 
main idea in the parable, the identification (for the 
purposes of the parable) of tJie seed when sown with 
the person himself y so that the life and growth and 
decay of the one are coincident with the life and 
growth and decay of the other. The form of ex- 
pression in S. Luke (viii. 14 to Se eh ra% aKovOa^ ireahv 
ovTov ela\v oi aKovaavref;) brings out this identity more 
prominently ; but it is expressed not obscurely in the 
other Evangelists, and should not have been' obli- 
terated by our translators in one of them by an un- 
grammatical paraphrase. 
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• My third example concerns the treatment of a sin- 
gle word. In the account of the scenes preceding the 
Crucifixion, mention is made of a certain building 
which by three of the Evangelists is called TrpcuTco- 
piov. In S. Matthew (xxvii. 27) it is translated ' com- 
mon-hall/ with a marginal alternative 'governor's 
house* ; in S. John (xviii. 28, 33, xix. 9) 'hall of judg- 
ment' and * judgment-hall/ with a marginal alterna- 
tive 'Pilate's house' in the first passage; while in 
S. Mark (xv. 16) it is reproduced in the English as 
' praetorium.' It should be added that this same word 
when it occurs in the same sense, though referring to 
a different locality, in Acts xxiv. 10 is rendered 'judg- 
ment-hall,' though a 'judgment-hair would obviously 
be an unfit place to keep a prisoner in ward ; and 
again in Phil. i. 13 iv oXtp tS irpacroDpl^ {where pro- 
bably it signifies the ' praetorian army,* but where our 
English translators have taken it to mean another 
such building) it appears as ' palace.' This last ren- 
dering might very properly have been adopted in all 
the passages in the Gospels and Acts, as adequately 
expressing the meaning. 

So also in those Epistles which are allied to each 
other^ the treatment of identical words and expres- 
sions is neither more nor less unsatisfactory than in 
the Gospels. 

In the instances already given, though there may 
be differences of opinion as to the importance of the 

* See Blunt's JDutta of the Parish Priest^ p. 71, Ellicotfs Revision of 
the English New Testament^ p. 118, 

D 



50 Errors and Defects. 

subject, all probably will agree on the main point 
that it is advisable to preserve uniformity of render- 
ing. The illustration which I shall next select is 
more open to criticism ; and, as Archbishop Trench 
and Dean Alford and the Five Clergymen all take a 
different view from my own*, I can hardly hope that 
my argument will carry general conviction. Yet the 
case seems to be strong. I refer to the translation of 
'irapdKkrfTo^ in the Gospel and in the First Epistle 
of S. John. In the former it is consistently trans* 
lated Comforter (xiv. i6, 26, xv. 26, xvi. 7), while in 
the one passage where it occurs in the latter (ii. i) 
the rendering Advocate is adopted. Is there suffi- 
cient reason for this difference.^ No one probably 
would wish to alter the word * Advocate' in the 
Epistle, for the expressions in the context, ' with the 
Father,* 'Jesus Christ the righteous {BL/eaiov),* *a pro- 
pitiation for our sins,' fix the sense, so that the pas- 
sage presents a sufficiently close parallel with the 
common forensic language of S. Paul (e. g. Rom. iii. 
24 — 26). But why should the same word be rendered 
'Comforter* in the Gospel.^ Now I think it may 
fairly be maintained ^rst, that the word irapaKXrjro^ 
in itself means 'Advocate' and cannot mean 'Com- 
forter' ; and secondly, that the former rendering is more 

^ To the same effect also writes Archdeacon Hare, Mission of the 
Comforter y Note J, p. 523, * At present so many sacred associations have 
connected themselves for generation after generation with the name of 
the Comforter, that it would seem something like an act of sacrilege to 
change it.* Yet he agrees substantially with the view of the meaning 
which I have maintained in the text 
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appropriate to the context in all the passages in 
which it occurs. 

On the first point — the meaning of the word — 
usage appears to be decisive. It commonly signifies 
* one who is sumnioned to the side of another {irapa* 
KoKeiTaiy to aid him in a court of justice, and more 
particularly *an advocate* or 'a pleader/ being ap- 
plied especially to the 'counsel for the defence^* ; nor, so 
far as I am aware, does it ever bear any other sense, 
except perhaps in some later ecclesiastical writers 
whose language has been influenced by a false inter- 
pretation of these passages in S. John, In other 
words irapdK\7jT0<; is passive, not active; one who 
TrapaKoKeiTai, not one who irapaKoXelf one who 'is 
summoned to plead a cause,' not one who 'ex- 
horts or encourages or comforts.* Nor indeed, if we 
compare the simple word k\7jt6<: and the other 
compounds dvdfc\7jT0<;, ^/c\7;to9, eKKXrjro^, ivucKrjro^, 
<nrfK\7jTo<; etc., or if we observe the general rule 
affecting adjectives similarly formed from transitive 
verbs, does it seem easy to assign an active sense 
to irapdK\rjTo<;, Yet it can hardly be doubted that 
the rendering ' Comforter* was reached by attributing 
this active force to 7rapdK\r)To<;, and that therefore it 
arises out of an error ; for the Holy Spirit, the Para- 

^ See Hermann, Griech. Antiq, in. § 14a, p. 320. The origin of 
this sense is illustrated by such passages as ^Eschines c. Ctesiph, § 9 00, 
KoX t( Set (re bki\yuwtdkvyi Ta/oaKaXecv; ^tom h* ifirepirrjdifcras tt^w 
diKodav dfroKoyiav vapaxaXys xaKoOpyoy dyBpunrov Kal rexflrijp X67(t;f', 
KK4irT£Ls njv dKp6affiy x* r. X. 
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clete, is again and again explained by the Fathers 
as one who irapaKcCKeV, encourages or comforts men ; 
and the fact that even Greek writers are found to 
explain the word thus is the only substantial argu- 
ment (so far as I know) which has been brought 
against the view here maintained. It is urged indeed 
that the word 'Comforter/ being derived from the 
Latin ' confortator/ ' strengthener/ and therefore im- 
plying something more than 'comfort* in the re- 
stricted sense of ' consolation/ adequately represents 
the function of the irapaKkriTo^; who thus strengthens 
the cause and confirms the courage of the accused at 
the bar of justice. But the history of the interpreta- 
tion, as already given, shows that this rendering was 
not reached in the way assumed, but was based on a 
grammatical error; and therefore this account can 
only be accepted as an apology after the fact and not 
as an explanation of the fact. Moreover it is not fair 

* So Origen de Princ, ii. 7 (i. p. 93), a passage which unfortunately 
is extant only in the Latin, but in which (if correctly represented) Origen 
takes Tco.p(iKKtfro% both in the Gospel and in the Epistle in an active 
sense, explaining it however consolator in the Gospel and deprecator in 
the Epistle. See also Cyril of Jerusalem, Catech, xvi. -20 (p. 255), 
•wtLp6.Kkffrm 8i KoKeirai Sid rb TapaKoKeiv xal irapafivdeTffOai Kcd crxwavri' 
Tiafi^dveffdcu t^j do-Oevelas rnxOv, And many of the Greek fathers 
explain it similarly. The fact to be observed is, that even in the 
Epistle, where it manifestly has the sense 'Advocate,' they equally 
derive it from ira/oaicaXeri' and not irapaicaXetcr^at, thus giving it an 
active force ; whereas the passage quoted in the last note shows that 
the meaning * Advocate * is not to be derived in this way. The Latin 
fathers generally follow the old Latin * Advocatus' ; but Hilary, though 
most frequently giving * Advocatus,* yet once at least renders it * Conso- 
lator^ {in Psalm, cxxv, I. p. 461}. 
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tranislating to substitute a subordinate and accidental 
conception for the leading sense of a word. And 
lastly, whatever may be the derivation of ' Com- 
forter/ the word does not now suggest this idea to 
the English reader. 

But, secondly, if 'Advocate* is the only sense 
which irapaicKifro^ can properly bear, it is also (as 
I cannot but think) the sense which the context sug^ 
gests, wherever the word is used in the Gospel. In 
other words, the idea of pleading, arguing, convincing, 
instructing, convicting, is prominent in every in- 
stance\ Thus in xiv. i6sq. the Paraclete is described 
as the * Spirit of truth * whose reasonings fall dead on 
the ear of the world, and are vocal only to the faith- 
ful (o 6 Ko<Tfio<i ov hivarat \al3€2v,..vfjL€h yivdcKere 
avTo), In xiv. 26 again the function of the Paraclete 
is described in similar language, * He shall teacA you 
all things and remind you of all things.* In xv. 26 
He is once more designated the * Spirit of truth,* and 
here the office assigned to Him is to bear witness of 
Christ. And lastly in xvi. 7 sq, the idea of t\xQ pleader 
appears still more definitely in the context, for it is 
there declared that *He shall convince* or 'convict 
(iXjiy^ec) the world of sin and of righteousness and of 
judgment.' And generally it may be said that the 
Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, is represented in these 

* In xiv. 18 the English Version, *I will not leave you comfortless^^ 
lends a fictitious aid to the sense * Comforter,* to which the original oi)«c 
d0i^o-(tf d/Aat 6/>0avoi)r gives no encouragement. The margin however 
offers the alternative ' orphans * for 6p4»aifo^, 
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passages as the Advocate, the Counsel, who sug- 
gests true reasonings to our minds and true courses 
of action for our lives, who convicts our adversary 
the World of wrong and pleads our cause before God 
our Father. In short the conception (though some- 
what more comprehensive) is substantially the same 
as in S. Paul's language when describing the function 
of the Holy Ghost; 'The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God,' *The 
Spirit helpeth our infirmities : for we know not what 
we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings which can- 
not be uttered (Rom. viii. i6, 26)/ 

Thus, whether we regard the origin of the word, 
or whether we consider the requirements of the con- 
text*, it would seem that * Comforter' should give 

^ In a case like this we should naturally expect tradition to aid in 
determining the correct sense, and for this purpose should apply to 
the earliest versions as giving it in its best authenticated form ; but in 
the instance before us they do not render as much assistance as usual, 
(i) The Old LcUin seems certainly to have had Advocatus originally 
in all the four passages of the Gospel, as also in the passage of the 
Epistle. It is true that in the existing texts Paracletus (or Paraclitus) 
occurs in one or more of the passages, and in some MSS in the others.: 
but the earliest quotations from TertuUian onwards must be considered 
decisive on this point So far therefore tradition favours the sense 
which I am maintaining. Jerome retained the Greek word ' Paracletus' 
in the Gospel, but gave * Advocatus * in the Epistle. It would appear 
however that * Paracletus* had already displaced * Advocatus* in some 
passages in the Gospel in one or more of the many texts of the Old 
Latin which were current in the fourth century, (a) In the Syriac 
Versions the Greek word is retained. This is the case with the Cure- 
tonian in John xiv. 16 (the only passage preserved in this Version), 
and with the Peshito throughout in both the Gospel and the Epistle* 
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way to 'Advocate/ as the interpretation of irapcucXryro^^ 
The word 'Comforter' does indeed express a true 
office of the Holy Spirit, as our most heartfelt expe* 
riences will tell us. Nor has the rendering, though 
inadequate, been without its use in fixing this fact in 
our minds ; but the function of the Paraclete, as our 
Advocate, is even more important, because wider 
and deeper than this. Nor will the idea of the ' Com- 
forter ' be lost to us by the change, for the English 
TV Deum will still remain to recal this office of the 
Paraclete to our remembrance; while the restora- 
tion of the correct rendering in the passages of 
S. John's Gospel will be in itself an unmixed gain. 
Moreover (and this is no unimportant fact) the lan- 
guage of the Gospel will thus be linked in the 
English Version, as it is in the original, with the Ian-? 
guage of the Epistle. In this there will be a twofold 
advantage. We shall see fresh force in the words 
thus rendered, * He will give you another Advocate,' 
when we remember that our Lord is styled by 
S. John our 'Advocate': the Advocacy of Christ 
illustrating and being illustrated by the Advocacy 

(3) In the Egyptian Versions also this is generally the case. In the 
Memphitic rapa/cXi^ros appears in all the passages. In the Thebaic 
the rendering is different in the Gospels and in the Epistle. In the 
Epistle it is given, * One that prayeth (entreateth) for (over) us ' ; but 
in the Gospel (at least in xiv. i6, xv. ^6) the Greek word is retained. 
These parts of the Gospel in the Thebaic Version are not published, so 
far as I am aware ; but I am enabled to state these facts from some 
manuscript additions made by Dr Tattam in my copy of Woide which 
was formerly in his possession* 
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of the Spirit At the same time we shall bring oUf 
another of the many coincidences, tending to establish 
an identity of authorship in the Gospel and Epistle, 
and thus to make valid for the former all the evi- 
dences external and internal which may be adduc^ 
to prove the genuineness of the latter. 

This connexion between the Gospel and the 
Epistle leads me to another illustration, which links 
the Gospel with the Apocalypse. The idea that the 
Shechinah, the c/crivi^, the glory which betokened the 
Divine Presence in the Holy of Holies, and which was 
wanting to the second temple, would be restored once 
more in Messiah's days, was a cherished hope of the 
Jewish doctors during and after the Apostolic ages. In 
the Apocalypse S. John more than once avails himself 
of imagery derived from this expectation. Thus vii. 1 5 
'He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them {cKrivdxTeL eV avrou?)*; xiii. 6 'He opened his 
mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme Hid 
name and His tabernacle {aKr)vriv), and them that dwell 
{tov^ aKffPovvTa<:) in heaven' ; xxi. 3 'Behold the taier- 
nacle {(rtcqvrj) of God is with men, and He will dwell 
with them (a-terjvaxj-eL fier avrcSp),* Here it is much to 
be regretted that the necessities of the English lan- 
guage required our translators to render the substan- 
tive atcqvrj by one word and the verb a-fcrfvovv by 
another. In the first passage the significance is 
entirely lost by translating a-Krjpdaei, 'shall dwell* 
combined with the erroneous rendering of hri; and 
no English reader would suspect the reference to the 



\ 
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glory, the Shechinah, hovering over the mercy-seat\ 
But our regret is increased when we turn to the 
Gospel : for there also the same image reappears in 
the Greek, but is obliterated by the English render- 
ing ; ' The Word was made flesh,' and dwelt {eaicqvw- 
a€v) among us, and we beheld His glory! The two 
writings, which attribute the name of the Word of 
God to the Incarnate Son, are the same also which 
especially connect Messiah's Advent with the restitu- 
tion of the Shechinah, the light or glory which is the 
visible token of God's presence among men. In this 
instance the usage of the English language may have 
deterred our translators. Still they would have 
earned our gratitude, if following the precedent of 
the Latin tabernaculavit they had anticipated later 
scholars and introduced the verb 'to tabernacle' 
into the English language ; or failing this, if by some 
slight periphrasis they had endeavoured to preserve 
the unity of idea. 

In other cases where artificial distinctions are in- 
troduced, our translators must be held blameless, ♦for 
the exigencies of the English language left them no 
choice. Thus in John iii. 8 to Trvevfia (the wind) 

ivov 6i\€i irvel (bloweth) ovr<a^ iarlv m-a^ 6 76- 

yewrjfiivo^ iK rod Hvev/juiTo^ (the Spirit), we must pa- 
tiently acquiesce in the different renderings, though 

1 In « Cor. xli. 9 tva inffKrfydfftf iir ifi^ 1) if^ofus tov Xpiffrov, 
translated * that the power of Christ may rest upon me,' there seems 
to be a similar reference to the symbol of the Divine Presence in th^ 
Holy of Holies. 
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the comparison between the material and immaterial 
irvevfia is impaired thereby; just as in a later passage 
(xx. 22 iv€<f)va7)a'€v icaX Xiyec avroh, Aaffere Tlvevfia 
Siyiov) the symbolical act of breathing on the disciples 
loses much of its force to an English reader. Again 
it might be necessary to vary the renderings of '^vxn 
between 'soul' and 'fife*; and of o-cofe*!^ between 'ta 
save' and * to m^tke whole/ But in case of the former 
word such variations as we find for instance in Matth* 
XVI. 25, 26, and the parallel passages, deserve to be 
reconsidered; and in their treatment of the latter, as 
Dean Alford has shown*, our translators have diver- 
sified the rendering capriciously. 

And the same excuse also holds good with an- 
other class of words ; where a paronomasia occurs in 
the original, but where it is impossible in English at 
once to preserve the similarity of sound and to give 
the sense adequately. In Phil. iii. 2, 3 indeed our 
translators, following some of the earlier versions, 
have endeavoured to reproduce the paronomasia, * Be- 
ware of the concision {Kararofniv), for we are the cir^ 
cumcision [irepirofirj) * ; but the result is not encourag- 
ing, for it may be questioned whether * concision' 
conveys any idea to the English reader. Again the 
attempt is made in Rom. xii. 3 firj virep^povelv irap 8 
ZA (l>pov€2v, dXKa ^poveiv eh to arta^povelVf but with no 
great success, for in the rendering 'not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to 
^ink soberly,' the force of the original is evaporated, 

1 Contemporary Review, July 1868, p. 323, 
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On the other hand the rendering of i Cor. vii. 31 ot 
')(p(i>fi6voi, Toxntd T^ KotTfitp w fitj Kara^pdofievoi, 'they that 
tise this world as not abusing it/ is fairly adequate. 
In other passages such as Acts viii. 30 yivdatcei^ a 
dva^ivdia-Kei^: ' understandest thou what thou readest?', 
2 Cor. iii. 2 yivcoa/cojj^vrf teal dvayivaxr/co/jLonf 'known 
and read/ 2 Cor. i. 13 a cwar/ivda/cere ^ ical eiriyivma" 
K€T€ 'what you read or acknowledge,* 2 Cor. x. 12 oJ 
ToXfuofieu eyKplvat rj ovyKplvai, iavrov^: *we dare not 
make ourselves of the number or compare ourselves/ 
it would be impossible to reproduce the effect of the 
original. But in other cases such as i Cor. xii. 2 ©^ 
av rjyeaOe^ airarfofievoi ' carried away as ye were led/ 
2 Cof. iv. 8 arropovfievoc aXX' ov/c i^airopovfiepot * we are 
perplexed but not in despair/ or 2 Con vi. 10 ©9 /ai;- 
hev expvre^ xal iravra Korixovre^ *as having nothing 
and yet possessing all things/ the rendering might 
be improved. Nor is there any reason why the play 
on ipya^oij4vov<;, 'jrepupya^ofiivov^;, in 2 Thess. iii. 1 1 
should not be preserved by 'business/ 'busy-bodies'; 
or why in Ephes. v. 15 ^1) cS? Aro^ot oXV ©9 ffoipol 
should not be rendered 'not as unwise but as wise.* 
In this latter passage the word aao<l>a^, which occurs 
nowhere else in the New Testament, has been pur- 
posely preferred to the usual /ift>p69. Yet our trans- 
lators have rendered a<roif>oL 'fools' here, and reserved 
'unwise* for a^povei two verses below, where it is 
not wanted. 
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§3. 

From the creation of artificial distinctions in our 
English Version by different renderings of the same 
word we pass naturally to the opposite fault, the ob-* 
literation of real distinctions by the same rendering 
of different words. The former error is easily cor- 
rected for the most part; the latter not always so* 
For the synonyms of one language frequently cannot 
be reproduced in another without a harsh expression 
or a cumbersome paraphrase. Thus o!Sa, ^tvwriady 
eyvcokay iirifrrafiai^ have different shades of meaning 
in Greek, but the obvious equivalent for each in 
English is 'I know/ Still some effort should be 
made (though success is not always possible) to dis- 
criminate between them, where they occur in the 
same context, and where therefore their position 
throws a special emphasis on the distinction. Thus 
in Acts xix. 15 we should not acquiesce in * Jesus I 
know, and Paul I know,' as a rendering of rhv Ifjaovp 
yivwa-Kfo Kol UavKov iiria-rafiai, though all the 
preceding translations unite with our Authorized 
Version in obliterating the difference. The distinction 
which is effected by the insertion of the article before 
the one name and the omission before the other must 
indeed be sacrificed; but the separate force of the 
verbs may be preserved by rendering 'Jesus I acknow- 
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ledge and Paul I know! Again in such passages as 
2 Cor. V. 1 6 airo rov vvv ovheva otSafiev Kara aapKa^ 
ei hk icai iyvcoKafiev Kara adptea 'Kpiarov^ aXKa vvv 
ovK€Ti yivdaxofMcv (and this is a type of a large 
class of passages, where olBa and yivcocKOD occur 
together) some improvement should be attempted; 
nor in the instance given could there be any difficulty 
in varying the rendering, though elsewhere the task 
might not prove so easy. 

From these allied words I pass on to the distinc- 
tion between yivda-xeiv and iirirfivdaKeiv, which is both 
clearer and more easily dealt with. Those who have 
paid any attention to the language of S. Paul will 
recognise the force of the substantive hrlrfvtoai^ as de- 
noting the advanced or perfect knowledge which is 
the ideal state of the true Christian, and will remem- 
ber that it appears only in his later Epistles (from 
the Romans onwards), where the more contemplative 
aspects of the Gospel are brought into view and its 
comprehensive and eternal relations more fully set 
forth. But the power of the preposition appears in 
the verb, no less than in the substantive; and indeed 
its significance is occasionally forced upon our notice, 
where the simple and the compound verb appear in 
the same context Thus in i Cor. xiii. 12 afm, 7^ 
vwatco) €K fjbipov^, Tore 8k iirir/vma-ofuu KaOm fcal iir- 
e/vooa07)Vy the partial knowledge {yivtia-xeiv ix fiipov^, 
comp. Ver. 9) is contrasted with the full knowledge 
{&tnrft.v(h<TK€Lv) which shall be attained hereafter, 
though our translators have rendered both words by 
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'know,* Yet strangely enough, where the special 
force of the compound was less obvious, it has not 
escaped them; for in 2 Cor. vi. 9 m arfvoovyuevoi KciX 
em^tvtoaKotievoi is translated 'as unknown and yet 
well known! 

In this particular — ^the observance of the distinc- 
tion between a simple word and its derivatives com- 
pounded with prepositions — our English Version is 
especially faulty. The verb Kpiveip and its com- 
pounds will supply a good illustration. S. Paul es- 
pecially delights to accumulate these; and thus by 
harping upon words (if I may use the expression) to 
emphasize great spiritual truths or important personal 
experiences. Thus he puts together avy/cpiveiv, avor- 
KpLveiPy I Cor. ii. 15; fcpiveiv, dva/cplveiv, I Cor. iv. 3, 4; 
iyxpiveLP, avy/cplvecv, 2 Cor. x. 12; Kplveiv, hiaKplvew^ 
I Cor. vi. I — 6; xpiveiv, BcaKpivecv, KaraKpiveiv, Rom. 
xiv. 22, 23, I Cor. xi. 29, 31, 32; Kplveip, KaraKplveiv 
Rom. ii. I. Now it seems impossible in most cases, 
without a sacrifice of English which no one would be 
prepared to make, to reproduce the similarity of 
sound or the identity of root; but the distinction of 
sense should always be preserved. How this is neg- 
lected in our Version, and what confusion ensues from 
the neglect, the following instances will show. In 
I Cor. iv. 3, 4, 5> ^/iol he eh ekd')(urT6v i<mv iva v<l> 
vficop avaKpi>0&..,aX>C ovhe ifiaurov dvaKpivoi>,»,6 Sk 
dvaKplvtDv fie Kvpi6<s i<mv,,.&aT€ firj irpo Kaipov ti 
Kplvere &)9 av eXOrj 6 K.vpio<:, 89 Koi ifxoTiaeL rd Kpinrrd 
Tov cr/coTov?, the word dvaKpiveiv is translated through- 
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out 'judge'; while in a previous passage, i Cor. ii. 14, 
15, it is rendered indifferently *to discern' and 'to 
judge.' But avoKplvew is neither 'to judge,' which is 
Kplueiv, nor 'to discern,' which is Suuepwetv, but 'to 
examine, investigate, enquire into, question,' as it is 
rightly translated elsewhere, e.g. i Cor. ix. 3, x. 25, 
2y ; and the correct understanding of the passage be- 
fore us depends on our retaining this sense. The 
avcucpKTL^y it will be remembered, was an Athenian 
law term for a preliminary investigation (distinct 
from the actual KpUri^ or trial), in which evidence was 
collected and the prisoner committed for trial, if a 
true bill was found against him. It corresponded in 
short mutatis mutandis to the part taken in English 
jurisdiction by the grand jury. And this is substan- 
tially the force of the word here. The Apostle con- 
demns all these impatient human prcBJudicia^ these 
unauthorised dva/cpiaet^y which anticipate the final 
Kplai^y reserving his case for the great tribunal when 
at length all the evidence w:ill be forthcoming and a 
satisfactory verdict can be given. Meanwhile this 
process of gathering evidence has begun ; an ca/oKpca-i^ 
is indeed being held, not however by these self-ap- 
pointed magistrates, but by One who alone has the 
authority to institute the enquiry, and the ability to 
sift the facts: 6 Se dvaKpivayv fie Kupto? i<mv. Of this 
half technical sense of the word the New Testament 
itself furnishes a good example. The examination of 
S. Paul before Festus is both in name and in fact an 
dvoKpiari^. The Roman procurator explains to Agrippa 
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how he had directed the prisoner to be brought into 
court {irporffayov avriv) in order that, having held the 
preliminary enquiry usual in such cases (t^? ava- 
Kpi<r€a>^ y€vofjL€in)si), he might be able to lay the case 
before the emperor (Acts xxv. 26). Thus S. Paul's 
meaning here suffers very seriously by the wrong turn 
given to dvaxplveiv; nor is this the only passage where 
the sense is impaired thereby. In i Cor. xiv. 24 i\iy^ 
j(€Tai VTTO irdvToop, dvatcpiverat viro irdvrwv, [xal ovt<»] 
rd Kpxnnd r^9 xapBia^ avrov if>av€pd ylvercu, the sense 
required is clearly 'sifting, probing, revealing,' and 
the rendering of our translators 'he is judged of all' 
introduces an idea alien to the passage. Again only 
five verses lower down (xiv. 29) another compound of 
Kplveiv occurs and is similarly treated, 7rpo<l>r}TaL Be Svo 
^ rpet? T^MXelroDaav Koi oi aXXoi BiaKpiviraxrav, ' let the 
prophets speak two or three and let the other judg^e/ 
where it would be difficult to attach any precise 
meaning to the English without the aid of the Greek, 
and where certainly BiaKpivermaav ought to be ren- 
dered 'discern' rather than 'judge.' 

Another passage which I shall take to illustrate 
the mode of dealing with tcpiveiv and its compounds 
is still more important. In i Cor. xi. 28 — 34, a pas- 
sage in which the English rendering is chargeable 
with some serious practical consequences and where 
a little attention to the original will correct more than 
one erroneous inference, the rendering of xpiveip, 
Sut/cpivcLPj KaraKpLveiVy is utterly confused. The Greek 
runs BoKLfjba^era) Se apdpayiro^ iavrcp jccu oCjo)^ ifc rov 
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apTOV iaOiiro) koI ifC tov inyrqpiov iriverto' 6 yap eaOUav 
KciX Triptov [ava{ia>si\ /cpCfia iavr^ iaOUt Kal irivei, fifj 
BiaKpivoyv TO c&fia [tov 'Kvpiov\.,.€l Se iavroi^ St€- 
Kplvofi€v, ov/c av i/epivo/iieOa, icpivhfievoL Ze vtto tov 
K.vplov iraihevofieOa, u/a firj avv r& Koo'fMp KaraKpir 
0£fi€V.,,€i T£9 ireiva, iv ocKcp iaOUTtOy Xva fxrj el<: Kpl/na 
cwip^aOcy where the words in brackets should be 
omitted from the text. The English rendering corre- 
sponding to this is ; ' But let a man examine himself, 
and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that 
cup: for he that eateth and drinketh unworthily eat- 
eth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning 
the Lord's body.... For if we would y?^^^ ourselves, 
we should not be judged. But when we are judged^ 
we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not 
be condemned \A^ the world... If any man hunger let 
him eat at home, that ye conie not together unto 
condemnation^ Here the faults are manifold. In 
the first place Kplyji is rendered by two separate 
words 'damnation* and 'condemnation-; and, though 
we cannot fairly charge our translators with the in- 
ferences practically drawn from the first word, yet 
this is a blemish which we would gladly remove. 
But in fact both words are equally wrong, the correct 
rendering 'judgment' having in either case been 
relegated to the margin where it has lain neglected 
and has exercised no influence at all on the popular 
mind. And this drcumstance (for it is only a sample 
of the fate which l^is befallen numberless valuable mar- 
ginal readings elsewhere) suggests an important pracr 

£ 
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tical consideration. If the marginal renderings are 
intended for English-reading people (and for scholars 
they are superfluous), they will only then fulfil their 
purpose, when the margin is regarded as an integral 
portion of our English Bibles, and when it is ordered by 
authority that these alternative readings shall always 
be printed with the text. This then is the second 
error of our translators : Kpivewj KoraKpiveiv are con- 
fused, when the force of the passage depends on their 
being kept separate ; for these Kpifmra in the Apos* 
tie's language are temporary judgments, differing so 
entirely from KaTcucpiyji that they are intended to 
have a chastening effect and to save from condemna* 
tion, as he himself distinctly states; KpLvh^evoi he 
iiro Kvplov TraiBevo/JLcOa, Xva firj avv rS, KoaiMp Karo' 
KptOdfiep. Lastly, the Version contains a t/iird trror 
in the confusion of Kplve^v and Svaxpiveiv, for whereas 
SiaKplvovre^ to awfia, is correctly translated ' discern- 
ing the body of the Lord ' at the first occurrence of 
BiaKplveiv, yet when the word appears again, it is 
rendered 'judge* to the confusion of the sense; el 
iavToi>^ SieKplvofj^v, ovk av expi^vofMeda, * If we would 
judge ourselves, we should not be judged,' where it 
ought to stand 'If we had discerned ourselves, we 
should not have been judged* In fact S. Paul speaks 
of three stages, marked respectively by ScaKpiveiv, 
KplveiVf and KaraKpiveLv, The jirst word expresses 
the duty of persons before and in communicating ; 
this duty is twofold, they mmi^ffe^/^ themselves 
and discern the Lord's body \ey n|M|K|der- 
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stand and not violate the proper relations between 
the one and other. The second expresses the imme- 
diate consequences which ensue from the neglect of 
this duty — the judgments which are corrective and 
remedial, but not final. The third denotes the final 
condemnation, which only then overtakes a man, when 
the second has failed to reform his character. But 
this sequence is wholly obliterated in our Version. 
In Rom. xiv. 22, 23 again, where the words occur to- 
gether, it would have been well to have kept the dis- 
tinction, though here the confusion is not so fatal to 
the meaning: * Happy is he that condemneth not him- 
self (o yiifi KplvoDV kavrhv) in that thing which he allow- 
eth (eV 3) SoKCfid^ec): And he that doubteth (6 Se hi,ar 
Kpivbfievo^) is damned {fcaraKiKpcTac) if he eat, because 
he eateth not of faith.* S. Paul is not satisfied in this 
case, that a man should not condemn himself; he must 
not even judge himself. In other words the case must 
be so clear that he has no heed to balance conflicting 
arguments with a view to arriving at a result. Other- 
wise he should abstain altogether, for his eating is not 
of faith. Here our translators have rendered Sca/cpivo- 
fi€vo<; rightly, but a misgiving appears to have occurred 
to them, for in the margin they add * Or, discerneth 
and putteth a difference between meats,' which would 
be the active 6 SutKpivcov. Indeed an evil destiny would 
seem to have pursued them throughout, when deal- 
ing with compounds of fcpiveiv; for in another passage 
(2 Cor. i. 9) they render d'rroKpifia * sentence ' though 
'the correct meaning 'answer' is given in the margin. 

E2 
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This neglect of prepositions in compound words 
is a very frequent fault in our Version. In the 
parable of the wheat and the tares indeed, though 
the correct reading describes the sowing in the one 
case by (nrelpeiv and in the other by iinairelpew 
(Matt xiii. 24, 25), yet no blame can attach to our 
translators for not observing the distinction, as they 
had in their text the faulty reading eaweipe for 
iirifnretpev. But elsewhere this excuse cannot be 
pleaded in their behalf. Thus in the parable of 
the wedding-feast there is a striking variation of 
language between the commission of the master and 
its execution by the servants, which ought not to 
have been effaced. The order given is iropeveaOe 
€7rl ra? Sc€^6Sov<; rwv oBciv, but as regards its 
fulfilment we read simply i^eXOovre^ ek ra^ 6Sov<: 
(Matt. xxii. 9, 10). In this change of expression we 
seem to see a reference to the imperfect work* of 
the human agents as contrasted with the urgent and 
uncompromising terms of the command, which bade 
them scour the public thoroughfares, following all their 
outlets.; and certainly it is slovenly work to trans- 
late both Ta9 Sie^oBov^ r&v oZ&v and rasi 68ov9 alone 
by the same rendering * high-ways.' A similar defect 
again is the obliteration of the distinction between 
hairavav and eKhwiravav in a Con xii. 15 'I will very 
gladly spend (SaTrai/jyo-ce)) and be spent {iKZairavriOri' 
aofjLai) for you,' where * wholly spent' would give the 
force of the compound. But examples of this kind 
might be multiplied. Would it not be possible, for 
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instance, to find some rendering, which without any 
shock to good taste would yet distinguish between 
^iketp and KaTcufyiXelv in such passages as Matt. xxvi. 
48, 49 ov av <f>i\i]a'(o avTo^ iaTiv...,Kal KaT6(j>lX7]' 
<rev avTov, and Luke vii. 45, 46 ^lXr)fid fiot ovfc eSw- 
/ca<;, avTTj Si...ov SiiXiirep KaTaifyiXovaa tow TroSa? 
fjLov, so as to bring out the extravagance of the 
treachery in the one case and the depth of the de- 
votion in the other, implied in the strong compound 
KaTCufyiXecv ? 

Hardly less considerable is the injury inflicted on 
the sense by failing to observe the different force of 
prepositions, when not compounded. Of this fault 
one instance must suffice. In 2 Cor. iii. 11 el yap to 
Karapyovfievov it, a 80^179, ttoWw fiaXXov to fievov iv 
So ^7], * For if that which is done away was glorious, 
much more that which remaineth is glorious* the 
distinction of hia Sof?/? and iv So^y is obliterated, 
though the change is significant in the original, where 
the transitory flush and the abiding presence are dis- 
tinguished by the change of prepositions, and thus 
another touch is added to the picture of the contrast 
between the two dispensations. 

Again, how much force is lost by neglecting a 
change of gender in the English rendering of Joh. i. 
1 1 * He came to his own {ek rd ISia), and his oivn 
{pi tStot) received him not' Here the distinction 
in the original between the neuter to, tSca and the 
masculine 01 tSioc at once recals the parable in Matt, 
xxi. 33 sq., in which the vineyard corresponds to rd 
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\hia and the husbandmen to 61 cBtoi ; but our Version 
makes no distinction between the place and the per- 
sons — between *His own home' and 'His own peo- 
ple.' Doubtless there is a terseness and a strength 
in the English rendering which no one would wil- 
lingly sacrifice ; but the sense ought to be the first 
consideration. 

Let me pass to an illustration of another kind, 
where confusion is introduced by the same render- 
ing of different verbs: i Cor. xiv. 36 'What, came 
the word of God out from you ? or came it unto you 
only?' Here there appears to the English reader to 
be an opposition between yr^;« and unto, and the two 
interrogatives seem to introduce alternative proposi- 
tions. The original however is ^ d<f> vficop 6 X6709 
Tov @€ov i^fjX0€v 7J 6t9 v/Lta? fi6vov<i KaTT]VTi]a€P : where 
the fault of the English Version is twofold ; the same 
word is used in rendering i^rjXOev and KarTjvTrjaev, 
and fiovov^ is represented by the ambiguous 'only.' 
Thus the emphasis is removed from the pronoun j/ou 
in both clauses to the prepositions, and the two hy- 
potheses are made to appear mutually exclusive. 
The translation of Tyndale, which was retained even 
in the Bishops' Bible, though somewhat harsh, is 
correct and forcible, 'Spronge the worde of God from 
you.? Ether came it unto you only^?' 

* A very important passage, in which the hand of the reviser is 
needed, may perhaps be noted here. The correct Greek text of Matt. 
V. 32 is irSs 6 d-Tok^fiav t^v ywcuKa airrov, wapeKTbs \6yov iropyelas, rrotet 
a&r^v fioix^vOijvaij KoX OS id,!/ &iro\€\v/jt.iv7jv yafnfi<rri 1101^0.7 a i, where 
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Much attention has been directed by recent writ- 
ers to the synonymes of the New Testament. They 
have pointed out what is lost to the English reader 
by such confusions as those of avKr^ fold and iroiiivq 
flock in John x, 16, where in our Version the same 
word fold stands for both*, though the point of our 
Lord's teaching depends mainly on the distinction 
between the many folds and the one flock ; of hovko^ 
and StdxovoL in the parable of the wedding-feast 
(Matt. xxii. I sq.), both rendered by servants, though 
they have different functions assigned to them, and 
though they represent two distinct classes of beings — 
the one human, the other angelic ministers' ; of ko-^ 
(fytvoi and airvpiBef; in the miracles of feeding the five 
thousand and the four thousand respectively — both 
translated baskets — though the words are set over 

our English Version has * Whosoever shall put away his wife saving for 
the cause of fornication causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever 
shall marry her that is divorced committeth ctdultery* Here the English 
Version casts equal blame on the woman, thus doing her an injustice, for 
obviously she is not in the same position with the husband as regards 
guilt ; but the Greek ikoix'^vBrivaA (not tiJw.xo.(fBo.C), being a passive verb, 
implies something quite different. In this instance however the fault 
does not lie at the door of our translators, who instead of ikoix^\)Brii»fki 
had the false reading fiotxatrdai ; but, the correct text being restored, 
a corresponding change in the English rendering is necessary. Com- 
pare also the various reading in Matt. xix. 9. 

^ Tyndale and Coverdale preserve the distinction oi flock 2ixA fold. 
In the Great Bible it disappears. 

' Here again the older Versions generally preserve the distinction, 
translating SoOXoi, Sidicowt by * servants,' 'ministers,* respectively. The 
Rheims Version has 'waiters' for SidKovoi, In this case the Geneva 
Bible was the first to obliterate the distinction, which was preserved 
even in the Bishops'. • 
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against each other in the evangelic narratives (Matt, 
xvi. 9, 10 ; Mark viii. 19, 20), and seem to point to 
a different nationality of the multitudes in the two 
cases ; of 5®a and d7)pla in the Apocalyse, both re- 
presented by beasts, though the one denotes the 
beings who worship before the throne of heaven, 
and the other the monsters whose abode is the abyss 
beneath. For other instances, and generally for an 
adequate treatment of this branch of exegesis, I 
shall be content to refer to the works of Archbishop 
Trench and others ; but the following examples, out 
of many which might be given, will serve as further 
illustrations of the subject, which is far from being 
exhausted. 

In John xiii. 23, 25 ffv H dva/celfjievo^ el? ifc rwv 
liaOrjTwv avTOV iv t^ kSXtto} tov *Ir}a'ov...dva7r€adjv e/ceZ- 
1/09 oifTO)^ cttI to oTTJBo^ TOV ^Ifjaov Xeyet 'Now there 
was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples... He 
then lying on Jesus' breast saith,' the English Version 
makes no distinction between the reclining position 
of the beloved disciple throughout the meal, described 
by avaicei^€vo<;y and the sudden change of posture at 
this moment, introduced by dvaireadv. This distinc- 
tion is further enforced in the original by a change 
in both the prepositions and the nouns, frOm iv 
to €7r/, and from koXtto^ to <ttij6o^, S. John was 
reclining on the bosom of his Master and he sud- 
denly threw back his head upon His breast to ask 
a question. Again in a later passage a reference 
occurs — not to the reclining position but to the sud- 
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den movement^ — in xxi. 20 09 koL dveir^aev iv t^ 
Beiirv^ iirl t6 (tttjOo^; avrov /cal ehrev, where likewise 
it is misunderstood by our translators, 'which also 
leaned on his breast and said.' This is among the 
most striking of those vivid descriptive traits which 
distinguish the narrative of the fourth Gospel gener- 
ally, and which are especially remarkable in these 
last scenes of Jesus' life, where the beloved dis- 
ciple was himself an eye-witness and an actor. It 
is therefore to be regretted, that these fine touches 
of the picture should be blurred in our English 
Bibles. 

Again, in l Cor. xiv. 20 /ii) iraiBta ylvea-de raU 
^pealv, oKKa ry KaKia vrjirtd^ere, much force is lost 
by the English rendering, * Be not children in under- 
standing ; howbeit in malice be ye children^ In the 
original S. Paul is not satisfied that his converts 
should be merely children in vice; they must be 
something less than this, they must be guileless as 

^ The word &yavi7rretv occurs several times in the New Testament 
and always signifies a change of position, for indeed this idea is inherent 
in the word. It is used of a rower bending back for a fresh stroke 
(e. g. Polyb. i. II. 2), of a horse suddenly checked and rearing (Plat. 
Phcedr, 254 B, e), of a guest throwing himself back on the couch or on 
the ground preparatory to a meal (Matt. xv. 35, John xiii. 12, etc.). 

The received text of xiii. 25 runs, ^Tiirccdji^ 5^ ixeTvos iirl rb <rr^os 
if.T.X., but the correct reading is as given above. The substitution of 
iinir€<rCjv however does not tell in favour of our translators ; for this 
word ought to have shown, even more clearly than dvairiCibPy that a 
change of posture was intended. The oifrwy, which appears in the 
correct text and gives an additional touch to the picture, has a parallel 
in iv. 6 iKa$il;€To oiSrw, M ry vrry-g. In xxi. 20 there is no various 
reading. 
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babes ; and we cannot afford to obliterate the dis- 
tinction between iraMa and vriiria. Again in this 
same chapter (ver. 7) o/^o)? ra ayfrvx^ <l>a)vrjv BiBovra... 
iav BcaxTToXrjv toU <f>06yyoi<: fJ^rj 8^ is translated * Even 
things without life giving sound... except they give 
a distinction in the sounds*, where certainly different 
words should have been found for (Jx/yvfj and <f>66yyo^ ; 
and yet our translators did not fail through poverty 
of expression, for three verses below they have ren- 
dered (fxoval voices and a<fxovov without signification. 
In the margin they suggest times for ^66yyoi<:, and 
this would be preferable to retaining the same word. 
As ^^07709 is used especially of musical sounds, per- 
haps notes might be adopted. This is just a case 
where a word not elsewhere found in the English 
Bible might be safely introduced, because there is 
no incongruity which jars upon the ear. Again ia 
the following chapter (xv. 40) eripa fi€v tj t&v iirov- 
pavuov ho^a, iripa Bk ^ t&v iirirfeuoV aXXi] Bo^a rfXiov 
Koi dWrj Bo^a (TeKijvT}^ Kal aXX/q Bo^a darepcov, the 
words dWrf and eripa are translated alike, * The glory 
of the celestial is one and the glory of the terrestrial 
is anot/ier. There is one glory of the sun, another 
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars/ 
Yet it is hardly to be doubted that S. Paul purposely 
uses irkpa when he is speaking of things belonging to 
different classes, as iirovpavia and iiriyeia, and uW?) 
when he is speaking of things belonging to the same 
class, as the sun and moon and stars ; for this is the 
proper distinction between aWr) and eripa, that. 
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whereas the former denotes simply distinction of /«- 
dividuals, the latter involves the secondary idea of 
difference of kind. In fact the change in the form of 
the sentence by which ho^a, Bo^a, from being marked 
out as the subjects by the definite article and distin- 
guished by fi€v...Se in the first place, become simply 
predicates and are connected by Kal...Kal in the second, 
corresponds to the change from eripa to aWrj in 
passing from the one to the other. These words 
aX\o9, erepo?, occur together more than once, and in 
all cases something is lost by effacing the distinction. 
In Gal. 1. 6 ffavfid^ay ori ovtco ra^^eo)? fieTariOeade.,. 
eh erepov evcvyyiXiop, o ov/c eanv a Wo, translated 
' I marvel that ye are so soon removed... unto another 
Gospel which is not another \ the sense would be 
brought out by giving each word its proper force ; 
and again in 2 Cor. xi. 4 aWov ^Irjaovp Krjpvaaec 
ov ov/c iKr)pv^afjL€v fj irpevfia erepov TuL/i^dvere ovk 
eXaySere, though the loss is less considerable, the dis- 
tinction might with advantage have been preserved. 
In these instances however revisers might be deterred 
by the extreme difficulty in distinguishing the two, 
without introducing some modernism. In the passage 
first quoted ( I Cor. xv. 40) the end might perhaps be 
attained by simply substituting 'other' for 'another' 
in rendering erepcu 

Still more important is it to mark the distinction 
between ehai and yivecrOai, where our translators have 
not observed it. Thus our English rendering of Joh. 
viii. 58, 'Before Abraham was, I am,' loses half the 
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force of the original, irpiv ^A^paafx yeviaOcUf iyd etfii, 
* Before Abraham was born, I am! The becoming only 
can be rightly predicated of the patriarch; the being 
is reserved for the Eternal Son alone. Similar in 
kind, though less in degree, is the loss in the render- 
ing of Luke vi. 36 yipeaOe ot/cTipfJU)V€<: xaOdk [koi] 6 
iraTfjp vfj/ov olicripfKov icrip, * Be ye merciful, as your 
father also is merciful.' Here also the original ex- 
presses the distinction between the imperfect effort 
and the eternal attribute^. 

Illustrations of similar defects might be multiplied, 
though in many cases it is much easier to point out 
the fault, than to suggest the remedy. Thus such a 
rendering as 2 Cor. vii. 10 * For godly sorrow worketh 
repentance (jieravoiav) to salvation not to be repettted 
of {dfieTafiiXrjrov) ' belongs to this class. Here the 
Geneva Testament has *causeth amendment unto 
salvation not to be repented of,' and perhaps it were 
best in this instance to sacrifice the usual rendering of 
fierdpoia in order to preserve the distinction (unless 
indeed we are prepared to introduce the word 'regret' 
for fjL€Tafii\eia), especially as fierafMeXeaOat in the con- 
text is consistently translated 'repent' Again it 
were desirable to find some better rendering of iraaa 
Soai^ arfaOfj kolI irdv Sciprjfia reXetov in James i. 16 
than ' every good gift and every perfect gift/ since a 

^ In I Pet L 16 our translators, when they gave the rendering 'Be 
ye holy for I am holy,* had before them the reading &yioi y^veaOe, 
6ti iyd) dyUit el fit, but the correct text is &ytoi iaeaOCf 6n iyCf dyios 
(omitting el/d). 
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contemporary of S. James especially distinguishes 
8d<7^9, So!/LMi> from Bwpov, Baypea etc., saying that the 
latter are much stronger and involve the idea of mag- 
nitude and fulness which is wanting to the former 
(Philo Le^. All, lii. 70, p. 126 e/Mpaaiv fieyeOov^ 
reXelcDv dryaOwv BrjKovaLv /c.t.X.; comp, de C/ierub. 25, 
p. 154), and applying to them the very same epithet 
* perfect' which occurs in the passage before us. And 
yet the distinction would be dearly purchased at the 
cost of an offensive Latinism. But whatever difficulty 
there may be in finding different renderings here, it 
was certainly not necessary in the verse immediately 
preceding, 'When lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin ; and, sin when it is finished, bringeth forth death,* 
17 hnQvpia avXKa^ovaa Titcrec dfiapTiav, 7) Be dfiapria 
airoreKeaOelaa diro/cvec Oavarov, either to obliterate a 
real distinction by giving the same rendering of rifcreL 
and aTTOKvet or to create an artificial distinction by 
adopting different forms of sentences for rj hnBvfiia 
avXKa^ovaa and 17 dfiapria diroreKeaOelaa. The Eng- 
lish might run ; ' Lust when it hath conceived bring- 
ing forth sin, and sin when it is perfected (or 'grown') 
gendreth death/ Again in Rom. xii. 2 ' Be not con- 
formed to this world, but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind', for /a?) <rvaxnt^o,Ti^eade r^ 
alwvi TOVTtp oKSjd fiera/Mop^ovcrde r^ dvaKacvcoaet 
Tov voh vfiwv, the English not only suggests an iden- 
tity of expression which has no place In the original 
but obliterates an important distinction between the 
cyrjfia or * fashion and the iiop^^ or form^ between 
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the outward and transitory and the abiding and sub- 
stantial. We might translate yJri av(Tyn]ikaTii/i(TQe, #c.t.\. 
* Be ye not fashioned after this world, but be ye trans- 
formed in the renewing, etc./ thus partially retracing 
our steps and following on the track of Tyndale's and 
•other earlier Versions, which have ' Fashion not your- 
selves like unto this world' and so preserve the distinc- 
tion of <Tyr\yi.a and fiop<f>i] (though they are not very 
happy in their rendering of fi€Tafiop(f>ov<Td€ 'Be ye 
changed in your shape*). In this instance our trans- 
lators have followed the guidance of Wicliffe and the 
Rheims Version, which have conformed diud reformed. 
In another passage, Phil. ii. 6 sq., where the distinction 
of fiop<}>rj and a-xvf^cL is still more important, it is hap- 
pily preserved in our Authorized Version ; ' being in 
the form of God,' ' took upon him the form of a ser- 
vant,' ' being found in fashion as a man.' 

In other cases, where it is even more important for 
the sense to observe the distinction of synonymes, we 
seem to have no choice but to acquiesce in the con- 
fusion. At an earlier stage of the language it might 
have been possible to establish different renderings, 
but now the English equivalents are so stereotyped 
that any change seems impossible. Thus the rendering 
of Staj8o\o9 and Baifioviov by the same word 'devil' is a 
grievous loss; and it is much to be regretted that 
Wicliffe's translation of SaifjLoviov by 'fiend' was not 
adopted by Tyndale, in which case it would probably 
have become the current rendering. Now the sense 
of incongruity would make its adoption impossible. 
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Still greater misunderstanding arises from translating 
Hades the place of departed spirits, and GeJtenna 
the place of fire and torment, by the same word 
'heir, and thus confusing two ideas wholly distinct. 
In such a passage as Acts ii. 27, 3 1 the misconception 
thus created is very serious. Is it possible even now 
to naturalise the word Hades and give it a place in 
our Version? or must we be satisfied with pointing 
out in the margin in each case whether the word 
*heir represents Hades or Geltennat Another, though 
a less important instance, is the word 'temple*, which 
represents both vao^ the inner shrine or sanctu^iry 
and Upov the whole of the sacred precincts. Thus 
in the English Version an utter confusion of localities 
results from a combination of two such passages as 
Matt, xxiii. 35 'Whom ye slew between the temple 
{jov vaov) and the altar' and Matt, xxi. 12 'Them 
that sold and bought in the temple* (eV t^ «ep^)- I^ 
the first case for tov vaov S. Luke (xi. 51) uses tov 
oLKov 'the house', the building which is, as it were, 
the abode of the Divine Presence ; but our English 
translators have boldly rendered even rod oXkov by 
'the temple 'f More hopeless still is it to preserve the 
distinction between BvauuTTrjpLov the Jewish and ^cofjw 
the Heathen altar, the latter word occurring only once 
in the New Testament (Acts xvii. 23) and the poverty 
of our language obliging us there to translate it by 
the same word as ffva-Laari^piov, 

The contrast of Jew and Gentile involved in these 
last words recalls another pair of syn'onymes, which 
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present the same relation to each other and in which 
the distinction is equally impracticable, XatJ? used 
especially of the chosen people and in contradistinction 
to the Gentiles (e.g. Acts iv. 25, 27, x. 2, xxi. 28; 
Rom. IX. 25, 26; I Pet. ii. 10, etc.), and S^^9 denoting 
the people of a heathen city and more particularly 
when gathered together in the popular assembly 
(e. g. at Caesarea, Acts xii. 22*; at Thesaalonica, Acts 
xvii. S; at Ephesus, Acts xix. 30, 33)4, 



§4. 

Another class of errors, far more numerous and 
much more easily corrected than the last, is due to 
the imperfect knowledge of Greek grammar in the 
age in which our translators lived. And here it is 
instructive to observe how their accuracy fails for the 
most part just at the point where the Latin language 
ceases to run parallel with the Greek. In two re- 
markable instances, at all events, this is the case. 
The Latin language has only one past tense where 
the Greek has two; a Roman was forced to translate 
eXaXi^o-a and XiKoKiiKa by the same expression 'locutus 

^ A heathen multitude, such as would naturally be found in a city 
which was the seat of the Roman government, is contemplated here, 
as the whole incident shows. Hence Tyndale and the later Versions 
rightly translate ^eoO 0(t;»^ kqX o^k Mpdnrov (ver. 22) * The voice of a 
god and not of a man,' where WiclifFe has * The voice of God and not 
of man.' When the yinvs of Caesarea are especially intended, 6 Xa6f is 
used instead of 6 S'^/ms, Acts x. a. 
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sum.* Accordingly we find that our English trans- 
lators make no difference between the aorist and the 
perfect, apparently giving the most obvioMS rendering 
on each occasion and not being guided by any gram- 
matical principle in the treatment of these tenses. 
Again the Latin language has no definite article; 
and correspondingly in our English Version its pre- 
sence or absence is almost wholly disregarded. In- 
deed it would hardly be an exaggeration to say that, 
if the translators had been left to supply or omit the 
definite article in every case according to the proba- 
bilities of the sense or the requirements of the Eng- 
lish, without any aid from the Greek, the result would 
have been about as accurate as it is at present 

I am not bringing any charge against the ability 
of our translators. To demand from them a know- 
ledge of Greek Grammar which their age did not 
possess would be to demand an impossibility. Accus- 
tomed to write and to speak in Latin, they uncon- 
sciously limited the range and capacity of the Greek 
by the measure of the classical language with which 
they were most familiarly acquainted. But our own 
more accurate knowledge may well be brought to 
bear to correct these deficiencies. Tyndale had said 
truly that * the Greek tongue agreeth more with the 
English than the Latin*; and it should be our en- 
deavour to avail ourselves of this agreement and so 
to reproduce the meaning of the original with greater 
exactness. I hope to show, before I have done, that 
it is no mere pedantic affectation which would prompt 

F 
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us to correct these faults; but that important inter- 
ests, sometimes doctrinal, sometimes historical, are 
involved in their adjustment, 

I. Under the head of faulty grammar, the tenses 
deserve to be considered first And here I will begin 
with the defect on which I have already touched — 
the confusion of the aorist and the perfect It is not 
meant to assert that the aorist can always be rendered 
by an aorist and the perfect by a perfect in English'. 
No two languages coincide exactly in usage, and al- 
lowance must be made for the difference. But still 
I think it will be seen that our Version may be greatly 
improved in this respect without violence to the 
English idiom. 

Thus in John i. 3 yonfm avTov iyevero ovBe €P o 
ryiyoveVy or in 2 Cor. xii. 17, 18 firj rcva &v diri" 
aroKKa irpof; vfia*;, BC avrou iirXeovifCTrjaa vfid<; ; 
irapeKoKea'a Tltov koI avvairio'TecXa top dSeX^oi^, 
or in Col. i. 16, 17, iv avTa> eKriaO'q rd 7ravTa,,,rd 
iravra hC avTov icaX eh ainov €KTi<rTai, is there any 
reason why the tenses should not have have been pre- 
served, so that the distinction between the historical 
fact and the permanent result would have appeared 
in all three cases } Yet our translators have ren- 
dered iyivero, yeyovev equally by 'were made* in 
the first passage, diriaToXKa, aTria-TeiKa by 'I sent' 
in the second, and ifcriadi], e/cTcoTcu by 'were created' 

1 A comparison of English with the languages of continental Europe 
•will illustrate the difference of idiom in this respect. 
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in the third. Again in i John iv. 9, 10, 14 aTreo-raX- 
KtVy dTriaretXev, diriaraXjcev, are all rendered in an 
aoristic sense 'he sent*, though the appropriateness 
of either tense in its own context is sufficiently 
noticeable. On the other hand, in an exactly par- 
allel case, I Cor. ix. 22 eyevofirjv toI<; dadeveaiv w? 
daOevrj^i iva row daOevei^; KepSrja-o)' toI<; irdaiv yiyova 
irdvra, where in like manner the aorist gives an 
isolated past incident, and the perfect sums up the 
total present result, the distinction of tenses is hap- 
pily preserved, 'To the weak became I weak that 

1 might gain the weak : I am made all things to all 
men': though 'I am become^ would have been pre- 
ferable, as preserving the same verb in both cases. 
But I fear that this correct rendering must be ascribed 
to accident : for the hap-hazard way in which these 
tenses are treated will appear as well from the 
instances already quoted as from such a passage as 

2 Cor. vii. 13, 14; 'Therefore we were comforted 
{TrapaK€K\rjix€da) in your comfort, yea and exceed- 
ingly the more joyed we {eyap'qfiev) for the joy of 
Titus, because his spirit was refreshed {avairiiravraC) 
by you all. For if I have boasted (KeKaif^^Tjfjbav) any 
thing to him of you, I am not ashamed (KaTrja^xyV" 
6r]v), but as we speak {i\a\^]<7afi€p) all things to you 
in truth, even so our boasting which I made before 
Titus {v eirl Tltov) is found {iyevrjOr)) a truth.' 

Such passages as these bring out this weakness of 
our translation the more strikingly because the tenses 
appear in juxta-position. But it is elsewhere that 

F2 



84 Errors attd Defects. 

the most serious injury is inflicted on the sense. I 
will give examples of the aorist first ; and I hope 
to make it clear that more than the interests of 
exact scholarship are concerned in the accurate ren- 
dering. 

If I read S. Paul aright, the correct understand- 
ing of whole paragraphs depends on the retention 
of the aoristic sense, and the substitution of a per- 
fect confuses his meaning, obliterating the main idea 
and introducing other conceptions which are alien 
to the passages. As illustrations of this, take two 
passages, Rom, vi. i sq., Col. ii. ii sq. In the first 
passage, aTreOdvofiev (ver. 2), €^aTnia07)fiev (ver. 3), 
(rw€Td<fyi]fJL€v (ver. 4), (TVPeaTavpddi] (ver. 6), airedavo' 
fi€v (ver. 8), inrqicovaaTe (ver. 17), iBovXcodrp-e ry Si^ 
KaioavvT) (ver. 18), €\€v0€pa)0€VT€^ dm t^9 dfiapria^, 
Sov\(o0€VT€<; ToS 06ft> (vcr. 22), iOavardOrjre (vii. 4), 
KaTTjfyyijOrjfieVf diroOavLvTe^i (ver. 6). In the second 
passage, TrepieT/MrjdrjTe, avma^hne^ (ii. Il), avpryyip' 
0rjT€ (ver. 12), awe^monrovqaev (ver. 13), iiev^fidna^v 
(ver. 15), direddv€Te (ver. 20), ovvrfyipO'nTe (iii, l), dire- 
0dv€T6 (ver. 3). Now the consistency with which S. 
Paul uses the aorist in these two doctrinal passages 
which treat of the same subject (scarcely ever inter- 
posing a perfect, and then only for exceptional rea- 
sons which are easily intelligible) is very remarkable; 
* Ye died, ye were buried, ye were raised, ye were 
made alive' ; and the argument might be very much 
strengthened by reference to other passages where 
the Apostle prefers the aorist in treating of the same 
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topics*. In short, S. Paul regards this change — ^from 
sin to righteousness, from bondage to freedom, from 
death to life — ^as summed up in one definite act of 
the past ; potentially to all men in our Lord's Pas- 
sion and Resurrection, actually to each individual 
man when he accepts Christ, is baptized into Christ. 
Then he is made righteous by being incorporated 
into Christ's righteousness, he dies once for all to 
sin, he lives henceforth for ever to God. This is the 
ideal. Practically we know that the death to sin 
and the life to righteousness are inchoate, imperfect, 
gradual, meagerly realised even by the most saintly 
of men in this life : but S. Paul sets the matter in 
this ideal light, to force upon the consciences of his 
hearers the fact that an entire change came over 
them when they became Christians, that the know- 
ledge and the grace then vouchsafed to them did 
not leave them where they were, that they are not 
and cannot be their former selves, and that it is a 
contradiction of their very being to sin any more. 
It is the definiteness, the absoluteness of this change, 
considered as a historical crisis, which forms the cen- 
tral idea of S. Paul's teaching, and which the aorist 
marks. We cannot therefore afford to obscure this 
idea by disregarding the distinctions of grammar. 

1 For instance Gal. ii. i6, 17, t8, 19, 11, iii. 3, ^7, v. 13, ^\ (oi ro\} 
XpiffToG TTjv ffdpKa iffTaOpujffay), Ephes. i. 11, 13, ii. 5, 6 (avvel^taorrolrjffev, 
ffuv^yeipeVf ffweKciOiaep), 13, 14, iv. 1, 4, 7, 30 (i(r<f>paylff$fiT€)f Col. i. 13 
(ippiicaro, fieriffTriffev)^ iii. 15, 2 Tim. i* 7, 9, Tit. iii. 5 {i(r(a<r€v): see 
also I Pet i. 3, 18, ii. 21, iii. 9, Rev. vi. 9. 



86 Errors and Defects. 

Yet in our English Version it is a mere chance 
whether in such cases the aorist is translated as an 
aorist. 

The misconception which arises from this neglect 
of the aorist has vitally affected the interpretation 
of one passage. In 2 Cor. v. 14 * If one died for all, 
then were all dead* {el eU inrep irdmcov aTreOavev, apa 
oi 7rdvT€<; direOavov), our Version substitutes the state 
of death for the fact of dying, and thus interprets the 
death to be a death through sin instead of a death 
to sin. The reference in the context to the old 
things passing away, and the language of S. Paul 
elsewhere, e,g. Rom. vi. 2, 8, viii. 6, Col. ii. 20, iii. 3, 
already quoted, seem to show that the true sense 
is what would naturally be suggested by the correct 
rendering of the aorist ; that all men have participated 
potentially in Christ's death, have died with Him 
to their former selves and to sin, and are therefore 
bound to lead a new life\ 

Not very unlike the passages, which I have been 
considering, is Acts xix. 2 ei *rrv€v/ia dyiov ikd^ere 
7n<TT€v<TavT€<;y which our translators give ' Have ye 
received the Holy Ghost since ye believed ?* It 

^ The only passages which would seem to favour the other interpre- 
tation are i Cor. xv. 22 iv r(^* Add/A wdvTcs diro6vi^<rKovffiv and Rom. v. 
15 c^ ydp ry ToO iybi TrapairTibfiaTi ol iroWdL dir46avov. Yet even if 
this interpretation were adopted, the aoristic sense of dtriOavov ought to 
be preserved ; because the potential death of all men in Adam corre- 
sponds to the potential life of all men in Christ, and is regarded as 
having been effected once for all in Adam's transgression, as in Rom. 
V. 15. 
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should run 'Did ye receive the Holy Ghost, when 

ye believed ?' for the aorist of irLcneveiv is used very 

commonly, not of the continuous state of belief, but 

of the definite act of accepting the faith; e.g. Acts 

xi. 17, Rom. xiii. Ii, I Cor. iii. 5, xv. 2, Gal. ii. 7, 

etc. 

The instances which have been given hitherto 

more or less directly affect doctrine. In the two next 
examples, which occur in quotations from the Old 
Testament, a historical connexion is severed by the 
mistranslation of the aorist In Matt. ii. 1 5 e^ AlyinrTou 
ifcdXea-a tov vlov fiov is rendered 'Out of Egypt 
have I called my son': but turning to the original 
passage in Hosea (xi. i) we find that the proper 
aoristic sense must be restored ; * When Israel was a 
child, then I loved him and called my son out of 
Egypt'. Again in 2 Cor. iv. 13 iTTia-revaa hio e\a- 
\r)<ra is given 'I believed and thertfore have I s/foken*, 
a rendering unsuited to its position in the LXX of 
Ps. cxvi. 10 (cxv. l), whence it is quoted. 

Such examples as these however are very far from 
exhausting the subject. In one passage the aorist 
KTrjaanOai is treated as if KCKTrjaOac, and rendered 
'possess' instead of 'acquire', in defiance of a distinc- 
tion which it does not require the erudition of Lord 
Macaulay's schoolboy to appreciate: Luke xxi. 19 iv 
TTJ virofiovy vfiwv KTrjaaade [1. KTrj(re<T6e\ ra? '^i^a? 
vjirnVf ' In your patience /^jj^j^ ye your souls'. Errors 
however occur also in this same word in i Thess. iv. 
4 where the present is similarly treated, elhevat, cKa- 
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CTTOV vfx&v TO iavTov aKevo^ /craadai iv arfia(riiM> koX 
rifi^y ' that every one of you should know how to pos^ 
sesshis vessel in sanctification and honour'; and again 
in Luke xviii. 12 where o<ra kt&imii is translated 'all 
that 1 possess*: and thus it seems probable that the 
mistake first arose from a misapprehension of the 
meaning of KTaadai rather than from a direct confu 
sion of tenses. Yet even so this very misapprehen- 
sion must have been owing to the inability to see 
how the sense 'possess' is derived from the proper 
force of the perfect^ 

The treatment of the perfect is almost equally 
faulty with the treatment of the aorist. Thus in 
I Cor. XV. 4sq. S. Paul lays the stress of his argument 
on the fact that Christ is risen. This perfect i^rjyep- 
7ai is repeated six times within a few verses (vv. 4, 1 2, 
13, 14, 16, 17, 20), while the aorist TjyipOr) is not once 
used. The point is not that Christ once rose from the 
grave, but that having risen He lives for ever, as a 
first-fruit or earnest of the resurrection. Indeed the 
contrast between the tenses oti iTd<f>7) /cat (orc iyij- 
ye prat (ver. 4) throws out this idea in still stronger 
relief. In the 13th and following verses this concep- 

* In Matt. X. 9 ivfj KT-^ffrjade "xpwrov^ the older Versions generally 
render Krijcrritrde by 'possess*, for which the A. V. substitutes * pro- 
vide*, with the marginal alternative 'get'; and in Acts i. 18 iKT-qaaro 
X<apiov the oldest Versions have *hath possessed*, for which the A. V. 
(after the Bishops* and Geneva Bibles) substitutes 'purchased*. These 
facts seem to sJiow that the proper distinction between Krdffdai and 
.K€KTrj<rdai (which latter does not occur in the New Testament) was 
beginning to dawn upon Biblical scholars. 
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tion becomes so patent on the face of S. Paul's lan- 
guage that our translators could not fail to see it, and 
accordingly from this point onward the perfect is cor- 
rectly translated : but the fact that in the two earliest 
instances where it occurs (vv. 4, 12) e^rjyeprai is treat- 
ed as an aorist, ' he rose \ . shows that they did n'ot 
regard the rules of grammar, but were guided only 
by the apparent demands of the sense. Another ex- 
ample, closely allied to the last, occurs in Heb. vii. 14, 
22. The context lays stress on the tmchangeable 
priesthood; 'Thou art a priest for ever'^ 'He con- 
tinueth ever' (vv. 21, 24). Hence in ver. 14 the writer 
says irpohrfKov on e^ ^lovBa dvareToKKev 6 ILvpio^ 
riiMwVy and in ver. 22 kotu tocovtov KpeiTTOvo^ Sia07]fcr)<; 
yiyovev eyyuo? 'I?;o-oC9. But these references to 
present existence are obliterated in the A. V., which 
substitutes aorists in both cases, * Our Lord sprang 
out of Juda', ^was Jesus made a surety'. 

These instances have a more or less direct doc- 
trinal bearing. The examples, which shall be given, 
next, are important in a historical aspect. In the pas- 
sage (2 Cor. xii. 2 sq.), in which S. Paul describes the 
visions vouchsafed to one 'caught up to the third 
heaven', it can hardly be doubted that he refers to 
himself This appears not only from the connexion 
of the context, but also (in the original) from the 
mode of expression, olSa avBpcoirov, olha top toiovtov 
avOptoirov, I have already pointed out (p. 39) the 
capricious variations in the renderings of olSa, olhevy in 
the context of this passage. But in these two clauses. 
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our translators are not only capricious but absolutely 
wrong, for they give to olSa an aoristic sense which 
it cannot possibly have, *I knew a man', 'I^«^M/such 
a man*; thus disconnecting the actual speaker from 
the object of the vision, and suggesting to the 
English reader the idea that the Apostle is speaking 
of some past acquaintance. 

Again S. Matthew in three several passages (i. 22, 
xxi. 4, xxvi. 56) introduces a reference to prophecies 
in the Old Testament, which have had their fulfilment 
in incidents of the Gospel history, by the words toCto 
Se [oXoz/] f^kriovev iva TrXrjpcoO^ (or ipa m-Xrfpcodwo'iv) 
K.T.X. In all three passages, it will be observed, the 
Evangelist has the perfect yeyovev *is come to pass'; 
and in all three our English Version gives it as an 
aorist ^was done*. Now it cannot be urged (as it 
might with some plausibility in the case of the Apo- 
calypse) that S. Matthew is careless about the use of 
the aorist and the perfect, or that he has any special 
fondness for r^eyovev. On the contrary, though the 
aorist {iyivero, yeviaOat, etc.) frequently occurs in this 
Gospel, there are only two other instances of the per- 
fect yeyovev. In the first, xxiv. 21 oia ov yeyovev air 
dpxv^, *Such as Aaf/i not been from the beginning', 
would (I suppose) be universally accepted as an im- 
provement on the present rendering * Such as was not 
from the beginning' ; and in the other, xxv. 6 Kpavyff 
yeyovev in the parable of the Ten Virgins, the startling 
effect of the sudden surprise is expressed by the 
change of tense from the aorist, ' a cry is raised,' and 
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ought not to be neglected. When therefore this 
Evangelist in three distinct places introduces the ful- 
filment of a prophecy by 76701/61/, the fact cannot be 
without meaning. In two of these passages editors 
sometimes attach the toCto Se o\ov fyi^ovev to the 
words of the previous speaker — of the angel in i. 22 
and of our Lord in xxvi. 56 — in order to explain the 
perfect. But this connexion is very awkward even in 
these two cases, and wholly out of the question in the 
remaining instance (xxi. 4). Is not the true solution 
this; that these tenses preserve the freshness of the 
earliest catechetical narrative of the Gospel history, 
when the narrator was not so far removed from the 
fact that it was unnatural for him to say * This is come 
to pass'.^ I find this hypothesis confirmed when I 
turn to the Gospel of S. John. He too adopts a 
nearly identical form of words on one occasion to in- 
troduce a prophecy, but with a significant change of 
tense; xix. 36 iyivero yap ravra Xva rj ypa(f)r} irXrjptod^, 
To one writing at the close of the century, the events 
of the Lord's life would appear as a historic past; and 
so the yiyovev of the earlier Evangelist is exchanged 
for the iyivero of the later. 

An able American writer on the English language, 
criticizing a previous effort at revision, remarks some- 
what satirically that, judging from this revised version, 
the tenses 'are coming to have in England a force 
which they have not now in America \* Now I have 

^ Marsh's Lectures on the English Language no. xxviii. p. 633, 
speaking of the translation of S. John by the Five Clergymen. The 
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already conceded that allowance must be made from 
time to time for difference of idiom in rendering 
aorists and perfects: and I do not know to what 
passages in the Revision issued by the Five Clergy- 
men this criticism is intended to apply. But it is 
important that our new revisers should not defer 
hastily to such authority, and close too eagerly with 
a license which may be abused. The fact is, that 
our judgment in this matter is apt to be misled by 
two disturbing influences : we must be on our guard 
alike against the idola fori and against the idola 
Specus. 

Firsty the language of the Authorized Version 
is so wrought into the fabric of our minds by long 
habit, that the corresponding conception is firmly 
lodged there also. Thus it happens that when a 
change of words is offered to us, we unconsciously 
apply the new words to the old conception and are 
dissatisfied with them because they seem incon- 
gruous ; and perhaps we conclude that English idiom 
is violated because they do not mean what we expect 
them to mean, not being prepared to make the 
necessary effort required to master the new concep- 
tion involved in them. Idola fori omnium molestissuna 
sunt quce ex fa,dere verborum et nominmft se insiniia' 
rimt in intellectum. • 

But secondly, the idols of our cave are scarcely 

passage is .quoted by Bp. Ellicott {Revision of the English Neiv Testament 
p. 13), who seems half disposed to acquiesce in the justice of the 
criticism. 
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less misleading than the idols of the market-place. 
Living in the middle of the nineteenth century, we 
cannot without an effort transfer ourselves to the 
modes of thought and of language, which were com- 
mon in the first. The mistranslation from which 
this digression started affords a good instance of 
this source of misapprehension. We should not our- 
selves say * This is come to pass,' in referring to facts 
which happened more than eighteen centuries ago, 
and therefore we oblige the eye-witnesses to hold 
our own language and say * This came to pass.* 

From the perfect tense I pass on to the present. 
And here I find a still better illustration of the errors 
into which we are led by following the idola speciis. 
In the Epistle to the Hebrews the sacred writer, 
when speaking of the temple services and the Mosaic 
ritual, habitually uses the present tense : e,g, ix. 6, 7, 
9, elaiaaLv ol iepei^, irpo(r^€p€i virep eavTov, h&pd 
re KCLL Ovaiav 7rpoa'<l>ipovTai, x. I dvaini^ a? irpoa- 
<f>€pova'Lv, Now I do not say that this is absolutely 
conclusive as showing that the Epistle was written 
before the destruction of Jerusalem, but it is certainly 
a valuable indication of an early date and should 
not have been obliterated. Yet our translators in 
such cases almost invariably substitute a past tense, 
as in the passages just quoted, * the priests went in,* 
* he offered for himself,' ' were offered both gifts and 
sacrifices,* 'sacrifices which they offered' And simi- 
larly in ix. 18 they render eyKeKaivLfncu *was dedi- 
cated,' and in ix. 9 rov naipov top iveQ-TrjKora *th$ 
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time tJien present/ Only in very rare instances do 
they allow the present to stand, and for the most 
part in such cases alone where it has no direct his- 
torical bearing. The temple worship was a thing 
of the remote past to themselves in the seventeenth 
century, and they forced the writer of the Epistle to 
speak their own language. 

Another and a more important example of the 
present tense is the rendering of oi acD^o^evoi,, In 
the language of the New Testament salvation is 
a thing of the past, a thing of the present, and a thing 
of the future. S. Paul says sometimes ' Ye (or we) 
were saved ' (Rom. viii. 23), or * Ye have been saved ' 
(Ephes. ii. $, 8), sometimes *Ye are being saved' 
(i Cor. XV. 2), and sometimes ' Ye shall be saved * 
(Rom. X. 9, 10). It is important to observe this, 
because we are thus taught that awrrjpia involves 
a moral condition which must have begun already, 
though it will receive its final accomplishment here- 
after. Godliness, righteousness, is life, is salvation. 
And it is hardly necessary to say that the divorce 
of morality and religion must be fostered and en- 
couraged by failing to note this .and so laying the 
whole stress either on the past or on the future— on 
the first call or on the final cJiange, It is there- 
fore important that the idea of salvation as a rescue 
from sin through the knowledge of God in Christ, 
and therefore a progressive condition, a present state, 
should not be obscured; and we cannot but regret 
such a translation as Acts ii. 47 'The Lord added 
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to the Church daily such as should be savedy where 
the Greek Tot9 a-co^ofjuivov^ implies a different idea. 
In other passages, Luke xiii. 23, i Cor. 1. 18, 2 Cor. 
ii. 15, Rev. xxi. 24 (omitted in some texts), where ol 
aa)^6fjL€voi occurs, the renderings * be saved, are saved' 
may perhaps be excused by the requirements of the 
English language, though these again suggest rather 
a complete act than a continuous and progressive 
state. 

In other cases the substitution of a past tense 
inflicts a slighter, but still a perceptible injury; It 
obscures the vividness of the narrative or destroys 
the relation of the sentences. Thus in Matt. iii. i, 
13, the appearing of John the Baptist and of our 
Lord are introduced in the same language : iv Tai<^ 
riixepai^ iK€ivcu<: 7rapayiv€TaL ^Ia)dwrj<; 6 ^airriOTri^y 
and Tore Trapayiverat 6 'Ii/o-oO?. It is a misfortune 
that we are obliged to translate the expression irapa- 
ryiverat by the very ordinary word * come ' : but the 
English Version by rendering the first sentence ' In 
those days came John,' while it gives the second 
correctly 'Then cometh Jesus,' quite unnecessarily 
impairs both the vigour and the parallelism of the 
narrative. Exactly similar to this last instance is 
another in S. Luke vii. 33, 34, iXtjXvdev yap Twaz/z/iy? 6 
^a7m<m](:,,,ikq\v0€v 6 vw tov dvOpooTrov, where again 
the first iXriXyOev is translated came, the second is come. 

In rendering imperfect tenses, it is for the most 
part impossible to give the full sense without encum- 
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bering the English idiom unpleasantly. But in ex- 
ceptional usages, as for instance where the imperfect 
has the inchoate, tentative force, its meaning can be 
preserved without any such sacrifice, and ought not to 
be obliterated. Thus in Luke i. S9€/ca\owai5ToZa;^a- 
piav is not 'They called it (the child) Zacharias,' but 
*They were for calling it,' ' They would have called it/ 
Closely allied to this is the conditional sense of the 
imperfect, which again our English translators have 
rendered inadequately or not at all. Thus in Gal. iv. 
20 rjOeXov Sk irapelvai irpo<; i5/ia9 apTL is not * I desired 
to be present with you now,* as our translators have 
it, but * I could have desired,' and in Matt. iii. 140 
^laxzpvrj^ SL€Kci\v€v avrov is not 'John forbade him,' 
but 'John would have hindered him.' Again in 
Rom. ix. 3 rjiKr)(piij]v ^ap avaOefJia eli/ai atT09 iyco anro 
Tov XpiaTov the real difficulty disappears, when the 
words are correctly translated, not as the English 
Version * I could wish that myself were accursed for 
Christ,' but ' I could have wished,' etc. ; because the 
imperfect itself implies that it is impossible to enter- 
tain such a wish, things being what they are. Again 
in Acts XXV. 22 ij3ov\6fjLrjv teal avT6<$ rov avdpdmov 
d/covaai, the language of Agrippa is much more cour- 
teous and delicate than our English Version repre- 
sents it. He does not say 'I would also hear the man 
myself,' but ' I myself also could have wished to hear 
the man,' if the favour had not been too great 
to ask, Elsewhere our Version is more accurate^ 
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e.g. Acts vii. 26 frwrpOyjoLaa^ a\no\>^ eh elprivriv * would 
have set them at one again\' 

2. If the rendering of the tenses affords wide 
scope for improvement, this is equally the case with 
the treatment of the definite article. And here again 
I think it will be seen that theology is almost as 
deeply concerned as scholarship in the correction of 
errors. In illustration, let me refer to the passage 
which the great authority of Bentley brought into 
prominence, and which has often been adduced since 
his time. In Rom. v. 15 — 19 there is a sustained 
contrast between * the one (6 €l9)* and ^ the many 
{pi 7roWol)f* but in the English Version the definite 
article is systematically omitted : * If through the 
offence of one, many be dead,' and so throughout 
the passage, closing with, * For as by one man's dis- 
obedience many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.* 
In place of any comment of my own, I will quote 
Bentley's words. Pleading for the correct rendering 
he says ; " By this accurate version some hurtful mis- 
takes about partial redemption and absolute repro- 
bation had been happily prevented. Our English 
readers had then seen, what several of the fathers 
saw and testified, that oi iroKKoX the many, in an anti- 
thesis to the one, are equivalent to iravre^ all in 
ver. 12 and comprehend the whole multitude, the 

^ Here however our translators appear to have read <n;Ki(Xa(rev, so 
that their accuracy is purely accidental. 
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entire species of mankind, exclusive only of the one^T 
In other words the benefits of Christ's obedience ex- 
tend to all men potentially. It is only human self- 
will which places limits to its operation. 

Taken in connexion with a previous illustration 
(p. 84 sq.), this second example from the Epistle to 
the Romans will enable us to estimate the amount 
of injury which is inflicted on S. Paul's argument 
by grammatical inaccuracies. Both the two great 
lines of doctrinal teaching respecting the Redemption, 
which run through this epistle — the one relating to 
the mode of its operation^ the other to the extent of its 
application — are more or less misrepresented in our 
English Version owing to this cause. The former 
is obscured, as we saw, by a confusion of tenses ; 
w^hile the latter is distorted by a disregard of the 
definite article. 

This however is the usual manner of treating 
the article when connected with iroSXoi and similar 
words; e.g. Matt. xxiv. 12 *The love o( inan/y shall grow 
cold,' where the picture in the original is much 
darker, twv iroWwv *the many,' the vast majority 
of the disciples ; or again Phil. i. 14 ' And manf of the 
brethren in the Lord waxing confident,' where the 
error is even greater, for S. Paul distinctly writes 
Toij<i irXeiova^i * the greater part' Similarly also it is 
neglected before XotTro? : e.g. Luke xxiv. 10 *And other 
women that were with them' [ai \onral aifv avTal<:)\ 
I Cor. ix. 4 'To lead about a sister, a wife, as well 

^ Bentley*s Works ill. p. 244 (ed. Dyce). 
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as otlter apostles' (<»9 koI ol\onro\ cnr6a7o7\x)i) ; 2 Cor. 
xii. 13 *Ye were inferior to other churches' {Ta^'Xoiira^ 
eKKKriaias:) ; in all which passages historical facts are 
obscured or perverted by the neglect of the article. 
And again in 2 Cor. ii. 6, where 77 iinTi/ila rj iiro t&v 
TrXeiovwv is rendered * this punishment which was in- 
flicted of mafry,* the conception of a regular judicial 
assembly, in which the penalty is decided by the vote 
of t/ie majority, disappears. 

Nor is the passage quoted by Bentley the only 
example in which the broad features of S. Paul's 
teaching suffer from an indifference to the presence 
or the absence of the definite article. The distinc- 
tion between vd^io^ and .0 vo^o^ is very commonly 
disregarded, and yet it is full of significance. Be- 
hind the concrete representation — the Mosaic law 
itself — S. Paul sees an imperious principle, an over- 
whelming presence, antagonistic to grace, to liberty, 
to spirit, and (in some aspects) even to life — abstract 
law, which, though the Mosaic ordinances are its 
most signal and complete embodiment, nevertheless 
is not exhausted therein, but exerts its crushing 
power over the conscience in diverse manifestations. 
The one — the concrete and special — is 6 v6fio<; ; the 
other — the abstract, and universal — is v6fio<;. To the 
full understanding of such passages as Rom. ii. 12 sq., 
iii. 19 sq., iv. 13 sq., vii. I sq., Gal. iii. 10 sq., and in- 
deed to an adequate conception of ±he leading idea 
of S. Paul's doctrine of law and grace, this distinc- 
tion is .indispensable. 

G 2 
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The Gospek again will furnish illustrations of a 
somewhat different kind. To us ' Christ' has become 
a proper name, and, as such, rejects the definite 
article. But in the Gospel narratives, if we except 
the headings or prefaces and the after-comments 
of the Evangelists themselves (e.g. Matt. i. i, Mark 
J. I, John i. 17,), no instance of this usage can be 
found. In the body of the narratives we read only 
of o Xpiaro^, tite Christ, the Messiah, whom the 
Jews had long expected, and who might or might 
not be identified with the person * Jesus', accord- 
ing to the spiritual discernment of the individual. 
X/>toT09 is no where connected with 'IiyaoO? in the 
Gospels with the exception of John xvii. 3, where 
it occurs in a prophetic declaration of our Lord Xva 
^LvdaKcaai^v top fiovop dXrjOivov Seop KaX ov aireareiKa^ 
^Irjaovv Xpia-Tov; nor is it used without the de- 
finite article in more than four passages, Mark ix. 41 
iv ovofjuiTi LTi Xpiarov ecrre, Luke ii. 1 1 a<OTqp 09 iarip 
XpidTh^ Krpio9, xxiii. 2 Xeyopra eavrop Xpurrop, John 
IX. 22 avTcp ofioXoyrjCTTf Xpiarop, where the very ex- 
ceptions strengthen the rule. The turning-point is 
the Resurrection : then and not till then we hear of 
'Jesus Christ* from the lips of contemporary speakers 
(Acts ii. 38, iii. 6), and from that time forward Christ 
begins to be used as a proper name, with or with- 
out the article. This fact points to a rule which 
should be strictly observed in translation. In the 
Gospel narratives 6 XpiaTc^ should always be ren- 
dered 'fAe Christ/ and never * Christ' simply. In 
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some places our translators have observed this (e.g. 
Matt. xxvi. 63, Mark viii. 29), and occasionally they 
have even overdone the translation, rendering o 
Xpia-To^ by *^/iat Christ* John i. 25, vi. 69, or *///^ 
very Christ' John vii. 26 ; but elsewhere under exactly 
the same conditions the article is omitted, e.g. Matt, 
xvi. 16, xxiv. 5, Luke xxiii. 35, 39, etc. Yet the ad- 
vantage of recognising its presence even in extreme 
cases, where at first sight it seems intrusive, would 
be great. In such an instance as that of Herod's 
enquiry, Matt. ii. 4 irov o Xptcrro? yevvuTai, 'Where 
Christ should be born,' probably all would acknow- 
ledge the advantage of substituting ' t/ie Christ'; but 
would not the true significance of other passages, where 
the meaning is less obvious, be restored by the 
change.^ . Thus in Matt. xi. 2 6 Se 'Iwar?;? aKovaa<i 
iv Tft) Ze(TfJL(OTqpi(^ tcl cfyya tov l^pia-Tov, the Evangelist's 
meaning is not that the* Baptist heard what Jesus 
was doing, but that he was informed of one per- 
forming those works of mercy and power which the 
Evangelic prophet had foretold as the special func- 
tion of the Messiah \ I have studiously confined 
the rigid application of this rule to the historical 
portions of the Gospels and excepted the Evange- 
lists' own prefaces and comments : but even in these 

^ I find that the view, which is here maintained, of the use of 
Xpiarbs and 6 Xpiaros is different alike from that of Middleton {Greek 
Article on Mark ix. 41) and from those of others whom he criticizes. I 
should add that I wrote all these paragraphs relating to the definite 
article without consulting Middleton, and without conscious reminiscence 
of his views on any of the points discussed. 
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latter a passage is occasionally brought out with much 
greater force by understanding tov Xpiarcv to apply 
to the office rather than the individual, and translat- 
ing it * t/ie Christ* In the genealogy of S. Matthew 
for instance, where the generations are divided sym- 
metrically into three sets of fourteen, the Evangelist 
seems to connect the last of each set with a critical 
epoch in the history of Israel ; the first reaching from 
the origin of the race to the commencement of the 
monarchy (ver. 6 'David tAe kiftg') ; the second from 
the commencement of the monarchy to the captivity 
in Babylon ; the third and last from the captivity 
to the coming of the Messiah, the Christ (eiw? tov 
Xpiarov), Connected with the title of the Messiah is 
that of t/ie prophet who occupied a large space in the 
Messianic horizon of the Jews — the prophet whom 
Moses had foretold, conceived by some to be the 
Messiah himself? by others an attendant in his train. 
In one passage only (John vii. 40) is 6 tt/po^tJti;?, so 
used, rightly given in our Version. In the rest (John 
i. 21, 25, vi. 14) its force is weakened by the exag- 
gerated rendering ' fkat prophet'; while in the margin 
of i. 21 (as if to show how little they understood the 
exigencies of the article) our translators have offered 
an alternative, 'Art thou a prophet?* 

As relating to the Person and Office of Christ an- 
other very important illustration presents itself. In 
Col. 1. 19 S. Paul declares that iv avrm evBo/crjaev irav 
7r\7]pa>/jLa KaToi/crjaaL, which is rendered ' For it pleased 
t/ie Father that in Him should all fulness dwell* 
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Here an important theological term is suppressed by 
the omission of the article; for to irkijpoj/ia is *///«• 
fulness/ * t/te plenitude/ pleroma being a recognised ex- 
pression to denote the totality of the Divine powers 
and attributes (J oh. i. 16, Eph. i. 23, iii. 19, iv. 13, 
Col. ii. 9), and one which afterwards became notorious 
in the speculative systems of the Gnostic sects. And 
with this fact before us, it is a question whether we 
should not treat to TrXiJpco/ia as a quasi-personality 
and translate ' In Him all the Fulness was pleased to 
dwell/ thus getting rid of the ellipsis which our trans- 
lators have supplied by the Fatlier in italics; but at 
all events the article must be preserved. 

Again, more remotely connected with our Lord's 
office is another error of omission. It is true of 
Christianity, as it is true of no other religious system, 
that the religion is identified with, is absorbed in, the 
Person of its founder. The Gospel is Christ and 
Christ only. This fact finds expression in many 
ways: but more especially in the application of the 
same language to the one and to the other. In most 
cases this identity of terms is equally apparent in the 
English and in the Greek. But in one instance it is 
obliterated by a mistranslation of the definite article. 
Our Lord in S. John's Gospel, in answer to the dis- 
ciple's question ' How can we know the way ? ' answers 
' I am tlie way' (xiv. 5, 6). Corresponding to this we 
ought to find that in no less than four places in the 
Acts of the Apostles the Gospel is called * the way' 
absolutely; ix. 2 *If he found any that were of the 
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way {idv riva^ euprj rrj^ oBov Svra^) '; xix. 9 * Divers be- 
lieved not, but spake evil o( tAe way'; xix. 23 'There 
arose no small stir about the way' \ xxiv. 22 'Having 
more perfect knowledge of the way'\ but in all these 
passages the fact disappears in the English Version, 
which varies the rendering between ^this way' and 'that 
way,' but never once translates rrjp oBov * the way/ 

But more especially are these omissions of the 
article frequent in those passages which relate to the 
Second Advent and its accompanying terrors or glo- 
ries. The imagery of this great crisis was definitely 
conceived, and as such the Apostles refer to it. In 
the Epistles to the Thessalonians more especially 
S. Paul mentions having repeatedly dwelt on these 
topics to his converts ; ' Remember ye not that when 
I was yet with you, I told you these things .V 2 Thess. 
ii. 5. Accordingly, he appeals to incidents connected 
with the Second Advent, as known facts : iav /nrj tkOri 
rj airoaToala irpwrrov teal diroKaXvt^Ofj 6 avOpcoTrof; rfj^ 
dfiaprla^ [v. 1. ai/o/Awx9] * Except the falling away come 
first and the man of sin be revealed,' where our Version 
makes the Apostle say, ' a falling away,* ' that man of 
sin,' just as a little lower down it translates 6 dvo/jLo<; 
* that wicked,' instead of 'the lawless one.' Similarly in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews (xi. 10) it is said of Abra- 
ham in the original that ' He looked for the city which 
hath the foundations (e^eSe^^ero rrjv to 1)9 BefieKiov^ 
exovaav itoKlv)' A definite image here rises before 
the sacred writer's mind of the new Jerusalem such 
as it is described in the Apocalypse, ' The wall of the 
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city had twelve foundations and in them the names 
of the twelve Apostles of the lamb (xxi. 14)/ ' The 
foundations of the wall of the city were garnished 
with all manner of precious stones, etc/ (xxi. 19 sq.)/ 
But in our Version the words are robbed of their 
meaning, and Abraham is made to look for ^ a city 
which hath foundations' — a senseless expression, for 
no city is without them. Again, in the Apocalypse 
the definite article is' more than once disregarded 
under similar circumstances. Take for instance vii. 
12, 14 'What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes {ja^ gtoKos; Ta% XevKcu;) V with the reply, 'These 
are they which came out of great tribulation (e/c t^9 
Oxiyjreox; t^9 /iieydXrjs:)^; xvii. I 'That sitteth on many 
zvaters^ (eVl t&v vhaTtiiv t&v ttoWcov, for this was the 
reading in their text). And another instance, not 
very dissimilar, occurs in the Gospels. The same ex- 
pression is used six times in S. Matthew (viii. 12, 
xiii. 42, 50, xxii. 13, xxiv. 51, xxv. 30) and once in 
S. Luke (xiii. 28) to describe the despair and misery of 
the condemned : ixel earai 6 K\avdfi6<i koI 6 ^pv^fio^ t&v 
oSopTcop, where the rendering should be corrected into 
* There shall be t/ie wailing and t/ie gnashing of teeth.* 
The last instance which I shall take connected 
with this group of facts and ideas relating to the end 
of the world is more subtle, but not on that account 
less important. I refer to the peculiar sense of 17 
opyi], as occurring in a passage which has been va- 
riously explained, but which seems to admit only of one 

^ See Abp. Trench's Authorized Version p. 86. 
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probable interpretation, Rom. xii. 19 /lm) ka\no\)<^ ifcSi- 
Kovirre^, dyaTrrjToi, dWa Sore tottov rrj opy^* yeyparrrai 
yap 'E/iol eKZiKTjai^, eyw dpTaTroSaxra), \eycL K.vpio^, 
With this compare Rom. v. 9 a'a>0rj(r6fjL€0a Be avrov 
dirb T^9 opyf}^, which is rendered ' We shall be saved 
from wrath through him/ and more especially i Thess. 
ii. 16 €<l>0aa€v (e<l>0aK€v) Be eir avToif^ tj opyfj et? reXo?, 
where the definite article is correctly reproduced in 
our Version, 'For t/te wrath is come upon them to the 
uttermost/ From these passages it appears that 1^ 
^py^f ' ^^^^ wrath/ used absolutely, signifies the Divine 
retribution; and the force of S. Paul's injunction in 
Rom. xii. 19 Sore tottov tj) opyf) is this; 'Do not 
avenge yourselves: do not anticipate the Divine retri- 
bution ; do not thrust yourselves into God's place, but 
leave room for His judgments' — a sense which the 
English rendering 'rather give place to wrath* does 
not suggest, and probably was not intended to repre- 
sent. In the same way to 0€\r)/jLa is the Divine Will 
(Rom. ii. 18 yivcixTKei^ to 0e\rjpa^), and tS ovo/jua the 

^ This word OiKfifia came to be so appropriated to the Divine Will, 
that it is sometimes used in this sense even without the definite article ; 
e. g. Ignat. Rom. i idvirep OiXrifia ^i ^o*' Kara^KadrjvaL fie (the correct 
text), Ephes. 20 i6jt /ac icaTa^i(i<r|7 'IiycoOf Xpi<rr6s iv r-g Tpoaevxv i^Mwi' 
Koi dikrifm 5, Smyrn, i vXhv GeoO /card Q€Kt\ii.a koX dvvafJLLy [OcoO] (where 
Qeov is doubtful). 

These passages point to the true interpretation of i Cor. xvi. 12 ovk 
rjv 0i\7)fia tpa vvv fXBiff, ^XcjJ<rerat 5k Stov eoKaipi^a-jg which is (I believe) 
universally interpreted as in our English Version 'his will was not to 
come,' but which ought to be explained 'It was not God's will that he 
should come.' 

They also indicate, as I believe, the true reading in Rom. xv. 32 tya 
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Divine name (Phil. ii. 9 to ovoyM to virep irav cvofia). 
In the last passage however it is unfair to charge our 
translators with an inaccurate rendering 'gave Him a 
name/ for their incorrect text omitted the article; but 
TO ovofia is the true reading, and it is superfluous to 
remark how much is gained thereby. 

In other passages, where no doctrinal considera- 
tions are involved, a historical incident is misrepre- 
sented or the meaning of a passage is perverted by 
the neglect or the mistranslation of the article. Thus 
in two several passages S. Paul's euphemism of to 
irparffia, when speaking of sins of the flesh, is eff*aced, 
and he is made to say something else : in i Thess. iv. 
6 ' That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in 
any matter' {ev to3 irparf^aTi)^ where the sin of dis- 
honest gain is substituted for the sin of unbridled 
sensuality by the mistranslation ; and in 2 Cor. vii. 1 1 
' Ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this mat- 
ter {ev TO} irpa^fMiTLy where, though the perversion is 
much less considerable, a slightly different turn is 
given to the Apostle's meaning by substituting 'this* 
for 'the/ Again in i Cor. v. 9, where S. Paul is 
made to say, 'I wrote to you in an Epistle' (instead 
oi*my Epistle* or 'letter*), the mistranslation oi h t^ 
eirioToK^ has an important bearing on the interpreta- 
tion of his allusion. Again in 2 Cor. xii. 18 'I de- 
sired Titus and with him I sent a brother (toj; aSeX- 

h X^pi ^0(0 Tpbi {ffiSis 8tA ^eXi5/*aros, where various additions appear 
in the MSS, Qeov in AC, Kvplov ^Irjcou in B, 'Iiycoi; Xpurrov in ^, 
XpuTTOv *Irj(rov in DFG, but where 04\rjjjM appears to be used absolutely. 
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^ov),* the error adds to the difficulty in discerning the 
movements of S. Paul's delegates previous to the 
writing of the letter. And in such renderings as John 
iii. 10 aif el 6 BiSdaKaXo^ rov 'lo-paiJX; *Art thou a 
master of Israel?*, and Rev. iii. ly av el 6 TdXavnGipo^ 
Kol [o] eXecLvb^ 'Thou art wretched and miserable/ 
though there is no actual misleading, the passages 
lose half their force by the omission. 

In another class of passages some fact of geo- 
graphy or archaeology lurks under the definite article, 
such as could proceed only from the pen of an eye- 
witness or at least of one intimately acquainted with 
the circumstances. In almost every instance of this 
kind the article is neglected in our Version, though it 
is obviously important at a time when the evidences 
of Christianity are so narrowly scanned, that these 
more minute traits of special knowledge should be 
kept in mind. Thus for instance in John xii. 13, 
'They took branches of palm-trees', the original 
has TO. ^ata t&v <f>otvUa)v * the branches of tJie palm- 
trees' — the trees with which the Evangelist him- 
self was so familiar, which clothed the eastern slopes 
of the Mount of Olives and gave its name to the 
village of Bethany ' the house of dates.' Thus again 
in the Acts (ix. 35) the words translated 'Lydda 
and Saron' are AuSSa k(u tov Xaptova,* * Lydda and 
t/te Sharon V the former being the town, the latter 

^ The reading dffdpcjva or affadpwva, which is found in some few 
second rate authorities, is a reproduction of the Hebrew, founded perhaps 
on the note of Origen (?) rivh di dcadpfava <p<ialy, ovx^ capdva^ Sirep 
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the district in the neighbourhood, and therefore having 
the definite article in this the only passage in which 
it occurs in the New Testament as it always has in 
in the Old Testament, Hash-sharon, *ihe Sharon', 
the woody plain, just as we talk of *the Weald,* ' the 
Downs,* etc/ Again there is mention of '/A^ pinna- 
cle (to irrepxr/iov) of the temple* in the record of the 
temptation (Matt. iv. 5, Luke iv. 9) — the same ex- 
pression likewise being used by the Jewish Christian 
historian Hegesippus in the second century, when 
describing the martyrdom of James the Lord's brother, 
who is thrown down from * t/ie irrepvyiov*^; so that 
(whatever may be the exact meaning of the word 
translated 'pinnacle*) some one definite place is 
meant, and the impression conveyed to the English 
reader by ^ a pinnacle* is radically wrong. Again in 
the history of the cleansing of the temple the refer- 
ence to the seats of them that sold *tAe doves* {ra^ 
irepiarepas:) in two Evangelists (Matt. xxi. 12, Mark 
xi. 15) indicates the pen of a narrator, who was ac- 
customed to the sight of the doves which might be 
purchased within the sacred precincts by worshippers 
intending to offer the purificatory offerings enjoined 

KpeiTTW (see Tisch. Nov. Test. Grac, ed. 8*. Ii. p. 80). In direct contrast 
to this unconscious reduplication of the article stands the reading of K 
(corrected however by a later hand) which omits the riv^ from not 
understanding the presence of ihe article. 

^ The illustration is Mr Grove*s in Smith's Dictionary of the Bible 
S.V. Saron. 

* In Euseb. H, E, ii. 23 ar^Bi, otv M rh irrep&^iw toG UpoCJirrrftraw 
ody oi irpo€iprjfiiyoi ypafifiareis Kal ^apiacuoi r^ 'IdKtapw iwi rd wrep&^LOP 
roC vaoO, 
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by the Mosaic law (Luke ii. 24). In like manner 
^ the bushel* and ^ the candlestick' in the Sermon 
on the Mount (Matt. v. 15 ; comp. Mark iv. 21, Luke 
XI. 33) point to the simple and indispensable furni- 
ture in every homely Jewish household. And else- 
where casual allusions to ^the cross-way' (Mark xi. 4), 
'the steep* (Mark v. 13, 'a steep place/ A. V.), 'the 
synagogue' or ' our synagogue* (Luke vii. 5, ' He hath 
built us a synagogue/ A. V.^), and the like — which 
are not unfrequent — all have their value, and ought 
not be obscured. 

But there are two remarkable instances of the 
persistent presence of the definite article — both con- 
nected with the Lake of Galilee — which deserve 
special attention, but which nevertheless do not ap- 
pear at all to the English reader. 

Most students of the New Testament have had 
their attention called to the fact that our Lord, before 
delivering the discourse which we call 'the Sermon 
on the Mount,/ is recorded to have gone up not ' into a 
mountain' but *into the mountain' (to opoi) Matt. v. i'; 
and they have been taught to observe also that S. Luke 



^ In Acts xvii. i also, where the A. V. has * Thessalonica where was 
a synagogue of the Jews,' our translators certainly read tfirou r/j* ^ 
awaydrffi, though the article must be omitted in the Greek, if a strong 
combination of the oldest authorities is to have weight. 

* Dean Stanley {Sinai and Palestine^ p. 361), supporting the tra- 
ditional site of the 'Mount of Beatitudes', writes : *None of the other 
mountains in the neighbourhood could answer equally well to this 
description, inasmuch as they are merged into the uniform barrier of hills 
round the lake; whereas this stands separate — ''the mountain," which 
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(vi. 17) in describing the locality where a discourse 
very similar to S. Matthew's Sermon on the Mount is 
held says, * He came down with them and stood/ not 
(as our English Version makes Him say) *«>/ tlu plaiti" 
(as if €1^ Tft> TreSiiw) but ' on a level place^ (cttI riwou 
ireSivov), where the very expression suggests that the 
spot was situated in the midst of a hilly country. 
Thus, by respecting the presence of the article in the 
Evangelist and its absence in the other, the two 
accounts are so far brought into accordance that the 
description of the localities at all events offers no 
impediment to our identifying the discourses.. 

But it is important to observe in addition, that 
whenever the Evangelists speak of incidents occurring 
above the shores of the Lake of Galilee, they tnvaria- 
bly use to oposi^ and never opo^ or ra 0/317, either of which 
at first sight would have seemed more natural. The 
probable explanation of this fact is that to opo? 
stands for the mountain district — the hills as opposed 
to the level shores — more especially as the corre- 

alone could lay claim to a distinct name, with the one exception of 
Tabor which is too distant to answer the requirement'. If the view 
which I have taken in the text be correct, this * uniform barrier of hills * 
would itself be rh Spos : at all events the fact that t6 opos is the common 
expression in the Evangelists shows that the definite article does not 
distinguish the locality of the Sermon on the Mount from those of 
several other incidents to this neighbourhood ; though possibly the in- 
dependent reasons in favour of the traditional site may be sufficient 
without this aid. 

^ The only exceptions, I believe, to the insertion of the definite article, 
are in the cases of the temptation (Matt. iv. 8, [Luke iv. 5]), and of the 
transfiguration (Matt. xvii. i, Mark ix. 2), in all which passages the 
expression is els 6pos vrffTjXdp [X^ai']. 
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spending Hebrew *inn is frequently so used, and in 
such cases is translated rh opo^ in the LXX: e.g. 
'the mountain of Judah/ 'the mountain of Ephraim/ 
Josh. xvii. 1 6, xix. 50, xx. 7, etc.* But, whatever may 
be the explanation, the article ought to be retained 
throughout. 

Only less persistent' is the presence of the article 
in 'the ship' (to ttKoIov) in connexion with the navi- 
gation of the sea of Galilee. Whatever may be the 
significance of this fact — whether it simply bears tes- 
timony to the vividness with which each scene in 
succession presented itself to the first narrator or 
narrators, or whether some one well-known boat was 
intended (as the narrative of Joh. vi 22 sq. might 
suggest) — the article ought to have been preserved in 
the English Version ; whereas in this case, as in the 
last, the translators have been guided not by gram- 
mar but by ' common sense \ for the most part trans- 
lating TO 0/009, TO ttXoIov, on each occasion where they 

^ It is no objection to this interpretation that S. Luke twice uses the 
more classical expression ^ dpetv^ in speaking of the hill-country of 
Judaea : i. 39, 65. Wherever he treads on the same ground with 
S. Matthew and S. Mark he has rb 6pos, The portion of his narrative 
in which ij dpeiv^ occurs is derived from some wholly independent 
source. 

' The common text however inserts the article in a few passages 
where it is absent from one or more of the best MSS (e. g. Matt. viii. 
^3, ix. I, xiii. 2, xiv. 22, Mark iv. i, vl 30, 45). In Matt. xiv. 13 iy 
ir\ol<fi is read by all the ancient authorities which have the words at all. 
In cases where the MSS differ it is not easy to see whether or not the 
omission of the article was a scribe's correction. Generally it may be 
said that the article with irXdiov is more persistent in the other Evange- 
lists than in S. Matthew. 
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appear first in connexion with a fresh incident by 
' a mountain/ ' a ship/ and afterwards by * Hie moun- 
tain/ ' the ship/ 

Yet on the other hand, where this phenomenon ap- 
pears in the original Greek, that is, where an object is 
indefinite when first introduced and becomes definite 
after its first mention, our translators have frequently 
disregarded this ' common sense' rule and departed 
from the Greek. Thus in the account of S. Peter's three 
denials in Mark xiv. 69, we are told that ' one of the 
maidservants {iiia t&v iraLSca-Koup) of the high-priest* 
questioned him and elicited his first denial; then tj 
TracBicrfcrj Ihovcra avrbv iraXiv rjp^aro Xeyecv, ' T/ie maid- 
servant seeing him again began to say'; but our 
translators in the second passage render it ' a maid- 
servant,' thus making two distinct persons. The 
object was doubtless to bring the narrative into strict 
conformity with Matt. xxvi. 69, 71 {fjbia TraiSiafcr],., 
aX\r)) ; but, though there might seem to be an imme- 
diate gain here, this disregard of grammar is really a 
hindrance to any satisfactory solution, where an exact 
agreement in details is unimportant, and where strict 
harmony if attainable must depend on the tumultuous 
character of the scene, in which more than one in- 
terrogator would speak at the same time\ Our 
translators however were at fault not through any 
want of honesty but from their imperfect knowledge 
of grammar, for they repeatedly err in the same way 
where no purpose is served; e.g. Mark ii. 15, 16, 

1 See the solution in Westcott's Introduction to the Gospels, p. 280. 

H 
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*Many publicans and sinners (ttoWoI t^&voi koL afutp^ 
T(o\oi) sat also together with Jesus... and when the 
scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and 
sinners {fiera rwv rekaovoov xal a fjuaprcoXoop)... How is it 
that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners 
(jiera roov reXeovwv Kal afiapTtokoov)?* I J oh. v. 6 'This is 
he that came by water and blood {Si vBaTo<: xal aifia" 
T09), even Jesus Christ ; not by water (Sta to 5 vSutos:) 
only, but by water {ev tcS vSari) and blood (tw aZ/iar^)'; 
Rev. xi. 9, 1 1 ' Shall see their dead bodies three days 
and an half {i^fM€pa<; rpel^; xal ^fiL<xv)..,And after three 
days and an half (jiera ra<; rpei^ rjfiepa^ kclI r)p,iav) 
etc' Omissions of this class are very numerous. 

The error of inserting the article where it is 
absent is less frequent than that of omitting it where 
it is present, but not less injurious to the sense. Thus 
in I Tim. iii. 1 1 yvvaiKa<i d>aavT€o<$ acfiva^ would hardly 
have been rendered 'Even so must their wives be 
grave,' if the theory of the definite article had been 
understood ; for our translators would have seen that 
the reference is to ywalKa^ itaKovov^^ 'women-deacons* 
or 'deaconesses,* and not to the wives of the deacons*. 
Again, in John iv. 27 idavfia^ov otl fiera fyvvaifcof; 

^ The office of deaconess is mentioned only in one other passage in 
the New Testament (Rom. xyi. i) ; and there also it is obliterated in the 
English Version by the substitution of the vague expression * which is a 
servant' for the more definite ota-ow hdKovov, If the testimony borne in 
these two passages to a ministry of women in the Apostolic times had 
not been thus blotted out of our English Bibles, attention would proba- 
bly have been directed to the subject at an earlier date, and our English 
Church would not have remained so long maimed in one of her hands. 
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^KaKu^ the English Version * They marvelled that He 
talked with tfie woman' implies that the disciples 
knew her shameful history — a highly improbable sup- 
position, since she is obviously a stranger whose 
character our Lord reads through His divine intui- 
tion alone; whereas the true rendering, 'He talked 
with a woman,* w:hich indeed alone explains the em- 
phatic position of ^vaiKo^, points to their surprise that 
He should break through the conventional restraints 
imposed by rabbinical authority and be seen speaking 
to one of the other sex in public\ Again in Luke 
vL 16 09 Kol iyip€TO TT/^oSoTi;? ought not to be trans- 
lated ' Which also was tke traitor,' because the sub- 
sequent history of Judas is not assumed to be known 
to S. Luke's readers, but ' Who also became a traitor.' 
Again it is important for geographical reasons that 
in Acts viii. 5 Philip should not be represented as 
going down 'to the city of Samaria' (et? iroKiv t^9 
Xafiapeids:), if the reading which our translators had 
before them be correct', because the rendering may 
lead to a wrong identification of the place. And lastly, 
KaTci eoprrjv, which means simply 'at festival-time,* 
should not be translated 'at t/ie feast' (Luke xxiii. 17), 
still less 'at />4^2:/ feast' (Matt, xxvii. 15, Mark xv. 6), be- 
cause these renderings seem to limit the custom to 
the feast of the Passover — a limitation which is not 
implied in the original expression and certainly is not 

* A rabbinical precept was, * Let no one talk with a woman in the 
street, no not with his own wife': see Lightfoot's Works^ ii. p. 543. 
' * c^f T^v ir6\i9 however ought almost certainly to be read. 

H 2 
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required by the parallel passage in S. John (xviii. 39). 
Happily in another passage (John v. i ixera ravra r^v 
kopjr) Toov 'louSaio)!/), which is important in its bearing 
on the chronology of our Lord's life, our translators 
have respected the omission of the article before 
€0pT7] ; but that their accuracy in this instance was 
purely accidental appears from the fact that a chapter 
later (vi. 4) to Tracr^a ?; eoprrj toov ^lovBaicov is rendered 

* the Passover, a feast of the Jews.' 

But if, after the examples already given, any 
doubt could still remain that the theory of the 
definite article was wholly unknown to our trans- 
lators, the following passages, in which almost every 
conceivable rule is broken, must be regarded as con- 
clusive: Matt. iii. 4 avTO<; Be 6 ^Ia)dv7}<; el^ev to IvSvfia 

* And t/ie same John had his raiment ' (where the true 
rendering 'But John himself involves an antithesis 
of the prophetic announcement and the actual appear- 
ance of the Baptist) ; John iv. 37 Iv tovtw 6 \6yo^ 
iaTLV d\i]dtv6<; 'Herein is that saying true'; id. 
v. 44 T^v ^o^av rfjv irapd roif fiovov @€ov * The honour 
that Cometh from God only'; Acts xi. 17 t?}i; lo-tiv Bcopedv 
ehtOKev atTOt? 6 ©eo? (W9 koX rjiuv iriarevaacTLv iirX rbv 
Kvpiov ' God gave them the like gift as He did unto us 
wAo believed on the Lord ' ; i Cor. viii. 10, 1 1 tj avuei- 
Si7<rt9 aiTOv aadevot^ 6vTos.,*TVTnovT€<; avroov rfjv avvel- 
Sr^atv da0€vov<rav * The conscience of Az7n that is weak 
...wound their weak conscience'; 2 Cor. viii. 19 tt/oo? 
Tr\v avTov rov Kvpiov Bo^av * To the glory of the same 
Lord'; i Tim. vi. 2 iriaTOL el<nv koX dyaTrrjTol ol t/]? 
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€v€pyeaLa<; djrriXafi^avofiepoc 'They are faithful and 
beloved, partakers of the benefit ' ; id. vi. 5 vofic^ovrcov 
iropiafiov elvai rfjv evae^eiav ' Supposing that gain is 
godliness'; 2 Tim. ii. 19 6 fiivrot, arepeo^ OefjueXio^ rod 
@€ov €<TT7jK€P 'Nevertheless the foundation of God 
standeth sure'; Heb. vi. 8 iK<f)epov(Ta Se aKavda^ koL 
rpL/36\ov<; dB6KCfio<; * But f/iat which beareth thorns and 
briars is rejected'; ib. vi. 16 Trdarj^ avTOL<; dvrCKoyia^ 
Trepan eU fie^aieoacp 6 '6pKo^ 'An oath for confirmation 
is to them an end of all strife'; ib, ix. i to re ariiov 
KOdfiLKov * And a worldly sanctuary'; ib, x. I ral^i avral^ 
Ovaiat^ a? irpoa^epovaiv 'With those sacrifices which 
they offered ' ; Rev. xix. 9 otroi oi Xoyot d\r]0ivoi elac 
Tov @€ov * These are the true sayings of God.' 

There is however one passage, in which this fault 
IS committed and on which it may be worth while to 
dwell at greater length, because it does not appear 
to have been properly understood. In John v. 35 the 
words €/c6ti/09 7\v 6 Xi;^i/09 6 Kaiofievo^ kcli <f>aivcop, in 
which our Lord describes the Baptist, are translated 
in our Version 'He was a burning and a shining 
light.' Thus rendered, the expression appears as in- 
tended simply to glorify John. But this is not the 
sense which the context requires, and it is only at- 
tained by a flagrant disregard of the articles. Com- 
mentators have correctly pointed out that John is 
here called 6 \v')(Po<i ' the lamp ' ; he was not to ^0)9 
'the light' (i. 8)*; for Christ Himself and Christ only 

^ Here again (i. 8) much is lost in the English Version by rendering 
Q^K ijv iKciPOs rb <p(Ss * He was not Ma/ light.* 
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is 'the light' (i. 9, iii. 19, ix. 5, etc.). Thus the ren- 
dering of 6 \vyyo^ is vitally wrong, as probably few 
would deny. But it has not been perceived how 
much the contrast between the Baptist and the Sa- 
viour is strengthened by a proper appreciation of the 
remaining words o Kaiofievo^ koX ^aivcov. The word 
KaUiv is 'to burn, to kindle, to set alight,* as in Matt. 
V. 1 5 oihe KaioVaiv Xiyxyov ' Neither do men light a 
candle': so too Luke xii. 35 oi Xv^voi Kacofievoi, Rev. 
iv. 5, viii. 10. Thus it implies that the light is not in- 
herent, but borrowed ; and the force of the expression 
will be, *He is the lamp that is lighted and (then) 
shineth.' Christ Himself is the centre and source of 
light ; the Baptist has no light of his own, but draws 
all his illumination from this greater One. He is 
only as the light of the candle, for whose rays indeed 
men are grateful, but which is pale, flickering, tran- 
sitory, compared with the glories of the Eternal flame 
from which itself is kindled. 

3. After the tenses and the definite article, the 
prepositions deserve to be considered : for here also 
there is much room for improvement. 

Of these hia holds the first place in importance : 
yet in dealing with this preposition we are met with 
a difficulty. The misunderstandings which arise in 
the mind of an English reader are due in most pas- 
sages rather to the archaisms than to the errors of 
our translators: and archaisms are very intractable. 
Where in common language we now say ' by ' and 
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* through' {i.e. 'by means of) respectively, our trans- 
lators, following the diction of their age, generally 
use 'of and 'by' respectively — 'of denoting the 
agent {yirS) and ' by ' the instrument or means (Sta). 
This however is not universally the case, but viro is 
sometimes translated 'by' (e.g. Luke ii. 18) and Sta 
sometimes 'through' (e.g. John i. 7). Such excep- 
tions seem to show that the language was already in 
a state of transition : and this supposition is con- 
firmed by observing that in the first passage Tyndale 
and the earlier Versions render t&v XaKrjdevrayv avroU 
vTTo Twp iroifiivoiv ' those things which were told them 
^the shepherds* — a rendering still retained even in 
the Bishops' and Geneva Bibles, and first altered ap- 
parently by King James's revisers. 

From these archaisms great ambiguity arises. When 
we hear 'It was said 0/ him,' we understand at once 
' adout or concerning him,' but this is not the meaning 
which this preposition bears in our New Testament 
And again, when we read * It was sent by me,* we 
understand 'I sent it,' but neither again is this the 
meaning intended. In the modern language 'by* repre- 
sents the scolder (yiro), whereas in the old it denotes 
the bearer (Sta) of the letter or parcel. We do not 
venture to use ' byl meaning the intermediate agency 
or instrument, except in cases where the form or 
the matter of the sentence shows distinctly that the 
primary agent is not intended, so that no confusion 
is possible, as ' I sent it by him,' ' I was informed 
by telegraph.' Otherwise misunderstanding is in- 
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evitable. Thus in Acts xii. 9 * He wist not that it 
was true which was done by the angel* (to r^ivofievov 
Bia Tov arfyeXov), or in Acts ii. 43 * Many words and 
signs were done dy the Apostles* {Bta r&v dwoaroXeov 
iylv€To), no English reader would suspect that the 
angel and the Apostles respectively are represented as 
the doers only in the sense in which a chisel may be 
said to carve a piece of wood, as instruments in the 
hands of an initiative power. In the same way 
Acts ii. 23 'Ye have taken and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain' is, I fancy, wholly misun- 
derstood: nor indeed would it be easy without a 
knowle^dge of the Greek, Bia %etp(i3i/ dvoficov^, to dis- 
cover that by the ' wicked hands,* or rather * lawless 
hands,* is meant the instrumentality of the avofiot, the 
heathen Romans^ whom the Jews addressed by S. 
Peter had used as their tools to compass our Lord's 
death. And again, such renderings as Gal. iii. 19 
'ordained by angels* {SiarayeU Bt dyyeXoDv), and 
Eph. iii. 10 'might be known by the Church {yva>pi- 
ady Bca T^9 iK/c\r](Tla<;, t,e, might be made known 
through the Church) the manifold wisdom of God,* 
are quite misleading. It was not however for the 
sake of such isolated examples as these that I 
entered upon this discussion. There are two very 
important classes of passages, in which the dis- 
tinction between iirb {diro) and Sia is very important, 

* I have taken x«/>«'' as the reading which our translators had before 
them. But the correct text is unquestionably 5cA x^^pos dp6fi(ay * by the 
hand of lawless men,' which brings out the sense still more clearly. 
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and in which therefore this ambiguity is much to be 
regretted. 

The first of these has reference to Inspiration, 
Wherever the sacred writers have occasion to quote 
or to refer to the Old Testament, they invariably 
apply the preposition 8ta, as denoting instrnmeittality^ 
to the lawgiver or the prophet or the psalmist, while 
they reserve utto, as signifying the primary motive 
agency, to God Himself. This rule is, I believe, uni- 
versal. Some few exceptions, it is true, occur in the 
received text ; but all these vanish, when the read- 
ings of the older authorities are adopted*: and this 
very fact is significant, because it points to a contrast 
between the persistent idea of the sacred writers 
themselves and the comparative indifference of their 
later transcribers. Sometimes Zia occurs alone, e.g. 
Matt. xxi. 4 TO fyqOev Sta rov 7rpo<f>i^Tov, xxiv. 15 to 
pijOev Bca AaviTjX, etc. ; sometimes in close connexion 
with VTTO, e.g. Matt. i. 22 to prjOev inro rov ISjupiov hia 
Tov 7rpo(f>i]Tov (comp. ii. 15). It is used moreover not 
only when the word is mentioned as spoken, but also 

^ In Matt. ii. 17, iii. 3, the readings of the received text are i/iro 
*j€p€filoVf irrS ^Haatov respectively, but all the best critical editions read 
did in both places, following the preponderance of ancient authority. 
In Matt, xxvii. 35, Mark xiii. 14, the clauses containing iiro in this 
connexion are interpolations, and are struck out in the best editions. 

In all these four passages our A. V. has * by,' though the transla- 
tors had inrd in their text and (following their ordinary practice) should 
have rendered it *of.' T)mdale, who led the way, probably having 
no distinct grammatical conception of the difference of inro and Sid, 
followed his theological instinct herein and thus extracted the right 
sense out of the false reading. 



122 Errors and Defects. 

when it is mentioned as written ; e.g. Matt. ii. 5 o2to> 
^ap fyeypairrai Bia rov 'irpo<f>i^Tov, Luke xviii. 31 iravra 
ra yeypafifiipa Bia t&v irpo^r&v. Yet this signi- 
ficant fact is wholly lost to the English reader. 

The other class of passages has a still more im- 
portant theological bearing, having reference to the 
Person of Christ. The preposition, it is well known, 
which is especially applied to the Office of the Divine 
Word, is hia] e.g. Joh. i. 3, 10 iravra hC avrov iyivero... 
6 Koa/jLo^ BC avTov iyiveroy I Cor. viii. 6 eh T^vpLo<; 
^Irjaov^ Xpio-T^? Be ov ra irdvra Kal "^fieU Bl avrov, 
Col. i. 16 ra iravra BC avTOv xal 619 avrov eKTiarav^ 
Heb. i. 2 Bl ov KaX eirolrjaev tov<; ai(ova<;, ii. \0 Bl ov ra 
Trdvra /cal Bl ov rd Trdvra, In all such passages the 
ambiguous 'by' is a serious obstacle to the under- 
standing of the English reader* In the Nicene Creed 
itself the expression 'By whom (Bl ov) all things were 
made,' even when it is seen that the relative refers not 
to the Father but to the Son (and the accidental cir- 
cumstance that the Father is mentioned just before 
misleads many persons on this point), yet fails to 
suggest any idea different from the other expression 
in the Creed 'Maker of Heaven and Earth,' which 
had before been applied to the Father. The per- 
plexity and confusion are still further increased by 
the indistinct rendering, *God ^ God, Light ^ Light,' 
etc. for 0609 ifc 0eoD, ^0)9 €ac tfxZrof;, k.t.X, — words which 
in themselves represent the doctrine of God the Word 
as taught by S. John, but whose meaning is veiled 
by the English preposition of. Thus the Nicene 
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doctrine is obscured in the Nicene formula itself as 
represented to the English ear; and the prejudice 
against it, which is necessarily excited by misunder- 
standing, ensues. The same misconception must 
attend the corresponding passages in the New Tes- 
tament; e.g. John i. 3, 10 *A11 things were made by 
Him/ ' The world was made by Him/ In this case 
it is much easier to point out the defect than to sup- 
ply the remedy: but surely the English Version in 
this context is capricious in rendering hC avrov in the 
two passages already quoted ' 6j/ Him/ and yet in an 
intermediate verse (7) translating irdvre^; iriaTevacoaLv 
Sc avTov ' all men through him might believe/ and 
then again returning to by in ver. 17 6 z/o/ao? Sta 
Mcoufreo)? iSoOrj rj %a/3i9 koX tj aKr\Qeia hia Tt^ctoi) X.piaTov 
iyivero, ' The law was given dy Moses, but grace and 
truth came dj/ Jesus Christ.' If prescription is too 
powerful to admit the rendering 'through' for Sea 
throughout the passage, some degree of consistency 
at least might be attained, so that TriaTevacoaiv Bi 
avTov and Bca Mwuaeo)? iSoOi] should be translated 
the same way. 

But, though in the renderings of Sia with the 
genitive we are confronted by archaisms rather than 
by errors, and it might be difficult and perhaps not 
advisable in many cases to meddle with them, the 
same apology and the same impediment do not 
apply to this preposition as used with the accusative. 
Here our translators are absolutely wrong, and a 
correction is imperative • Though they do not ever 



124 Errors and Defects. 

(so far as I have noticed) translate Zia with a genitive 
as though it had an accusative, they are frequently 
guilty of the converse error, and render it with an 
accusative as though it had a genitive. Thus Matt. 
XV. 3, 6 * Why do ye transgress the commandment of 
God .\.. ye have made the commandment of God of 
none effect by your tradition (8ta Tr\v irapaSoaLv 
vfjLwv,' i, e, ' for the sake of your tradition,' or as it is 
expressed in the parallel passage Mark vii. 9, tW rr^v 
irapaSoaLV vfiwv TrjpijaTjTe [oTrjarjTe]) ; John xv. 3 
' Now ye are clean through the word (Sti tqv Xirfov)' \ 
Rom. ii. 24 ' The name of God is blasphemed among 
the Gentiles through you i^C vfia<;)*; 2 Cor. iv. 15 
' That the abundant grace might through the thanks- 
giving of many redound to the glory of God (tW r\ 
X^P^^ irXeovdcTaa'a Bia r&v irXeiovcov rrjv ev^o-pLOTiav 
irepiaaeva-Tj eU rrjv ho^av rov 0eoi)),' where it is perhaps 
best to govern rrjv evxap^o-Tiav by Trepia-aevaiy taken as 
a transitive, but where the English Version at all 
events has three positive errors, (i) translating 77 %apt9 
TrXeovda-aaa B.S i( T^ irKeovaaaaa ^dpi^t (2) rendering t&v 
ifKeLovcDv as if ttoXXcSj/, (3) giving the wrong sense to Zid 
with the accusative ; Heb. vi. 7 ' Bringeth forth herbs 
meet for them by whom it is dressed (Sa' 01)9 yecopyel' 
TaCj' Yet in Rom. viii. 1 1, ' He shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you,' our 
translators were apparently alive to the difference of 
signification in the various readings Sta rov evoiKovv- 
TO?. . .7rv€v/jLaT0<; and Sta to ivoiKovv, . .irvev/jua, for they 
add in the margin ' Or, because of his Spirit/ 
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In translating the other prepositions also there is 
occasional laxity. Thus eVi t&v i/e^eXwi; is rendered 
'in the clouds* (Matt. xxiv. 30, xxvi. 64), though the 
imagery is marred thereby, and though the mention 
of * Him that sat on the cloud (eVl t^9 ve^eXrj^y in the 
Apocalypse (xiv. 15, 16) ought to have ensured the 
correct translation. And similarly in Matt. iv. 6, 
Luke iv. 10, the English rendering *In their hands 
they shall bear thee up' presents a different picture 
from the cttI xeip&v of the original. Again the proper 
force of €t9 is often sacrificed, where the loss is not 
inappreciable. Thus in 2 Cor. xi. 3, ovrto <j>6ap7j ra 
vcyqfiara vfiwp airo ttj^ aTrXorrjTO^; t^9 €t9 top ^ptarov is 
rendered * So your minds should be corrupted from 
the simplicity that is in Christ,' where the true idea is 
'sincerity or fidelity towards Christ,' in accordance 
with the image in the context, ' That I may present 
you as a chaste virgin to Christ' Even more serious 
is the injury done to the sense in i Cor. viii. 6, aW' 

^ In Mark xii. 26 oifK dviyviare iv rf j8/j3Xy MwuWws iirl tov pdrovt 
ws etirey a&rtp 6 Geos * Have ye not read in the book of Moses how in 
the bushQoA spake unto him?' the wrong idea conveyed in the English 
Version arises more from neglect of the order than from mistranslation 
of the preposition. If the order of the original had been trusted, our 
translators would have seen that ktrX tov pdrov must mean ' in the pas- 
sage relating to the bush,* *in the passage called the Bush' (comp. iv 
'B.\l<g. Rom. xi. 2, *in the history of Elijah,' where again our A.V. has 
the wrong rendering '0/ Elias'). Strangely enough WyclifTe alone of 
our English translators gives the right meaning, *Han ye not rad in 
the book of Moises on the bousche, how God seide to him?' In the 
parallel passage Luke xx. 37 the rendering of our Authorized Version 
*at the bush' is at all events an improvement on the preceding transla- 
tions * besides the bush.' 



126 Errors and Defects. 

f}fuv cl? 06^9 o irarrjp ef ov ra iravra teal tjfieU 6i9 
avroVy KoX el? Ki;/3to9 'I^<roi)9 'S.purrh^ Bt oS ra irapra 
Kal rifiel^ hC avrov, where the studiously careful dis- 
tribution of the prepositions in the original is entirely 
deranged by rendering ek avrov 'in him* instead of 
^unto him/ though here a marginal alternative 'for 
him' is given. 

Again a common form of error is the mistrans- 
lation of ^aTTTL^eiv €t9, as in I Cor. i. 1 3 * Or were ye 
baptized in the name of Paul (efe to ovofia HavXov) ?' 
So again Matt, xxviii. 19, Acts viii. 16. In Acts 
xix. 3, 5, after being twice given correctly ' Unto 
what then were ye baptized? And they said unto 
John's baptism/ nevertheless when it occurs a third 
time it is wrongly translated, * When they heard this, 
they were baptized in the name (ek to 6vofia) of the 
Lord Jesus.* On the other hand in Rom. vi. 3, i Cor. 
X. 2, xii. 13, Gal. iii. 27 the preposition is duly re- 
spected. 

Again, though the influence of the Hebrew and 
Aramaic has affected the use of ip, so that it cannot 
be measured by a strictly classical standard, still the 
license which our Version occasionally takes is quite 
unjustifiable. In such passages as Rom. xiv. 14 olSa 
Kol ireireiafiai iv ¥ivpi^ ^Irjaov ' I know and am per- 
suaded dy the Lord Jesus,* l Cor. xii. 13 xal yap eV 
ivl Hvevfjuarc rifiet<; nravTe^ eh ^v awfia i^aTrTLaOrjfMev 
* For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body/ 
the Hebraic or instrumental sense of iv is indefensible. 

Lastly, even prepositions with such well-defined 
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meanings as airh and vTrep are not always respected ; 
as for example in 2 Thess. ii. i ' Now we beseech 
you, brethren, by {virep) the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and by our gathering together unto him, 
that ye be not soon shaken in mind {am-o rov voo^if ; 
while elsewhere trapa is similarly illtreated, I Pet. 
ii. 4 * Disallowed indeed of men {viro dvOpdirav), but 
chosen of God (irapa ®€& eKkeKTov)* 

Under these three heads the most numerous gram- 
matical errors of our Version fall. But other inaccuracies 
of diverse kinds confront us from time to time, and 
some of these are of real importance. Any one who 
attempts to frame a system of the chronology of our 
Lord's life by a comparison of the Gospel-narratives 
with one another and with contemporary Jewish his- 
tory, will know how perplexing is the statement in 
our English Version of Luke iii. 23 that Jesus after 
His baptism ' began to be about thirty years of age.' 
But the original need not and (in fact) cannot mean 
this ; for r\v apyppLevo<i wael iroov rpidfcovra must be 
translated * was about thirty years old, w/ien he begafi 
(ije, at the commencement of His public life. His minis- 
try) ; where coo-el is sufficiently elastic to allow a year 
or two or even more either under or over the thirty 
years : and in fact the notices of Herod's life in Jose- 
phus compared with S. Matthew's narrative seem to 
require that our Lord should have been somewhat 
more than thirty years old at the time. Again such a 
translation as Phil. iv. 3 avWufifidvov avTal<: airives. . . 
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avvqOXrjaav fioi, 'Help t/iose women which laboured 
with me/ is impossible ; and, going hand in hand 
with an error in the preceding verse by which a man 
* Euodias' is substituted for a woman ' EuodiaV calls 
for correction. Again in 2 Pet. iii. 12 the rendering 
of a"7r€vBovTa<s rrjv irapovalav rrj^ tov ®€0v rjiJL€pa<; 
'hasting unto the coming of the day of God' cannot 
stand, and the alternative suggested in the margin 
'hasting the coming* should be placed in the text; 
for the words obviously imply that the zeal and 
steadfastness of the faithful will be instrumental in 
speeding the final crisis. Again the substitution of 
an interrogative for a relative in Matt. xxvi. 50 iraipe, 
€</>' o irapeiy 'Friend, wherefore art thqu come.^' is not 
warranted by New Testament usage, though here 
our translators are supported by many modern com- 
mentators; and the expression must be treated as 
an aposiopesis, 'Friend, do that for which thou art 
come'.* Again our translators have on more than 
one occasion indulged in the grammatical fiction 
of HypallagCj rendering irphi olKoSofi^v 7^9 %p€/a9 
' for the use of edifying* in Eph. iv. 29, and d^evT€<s 
TOP T^9 ^PX^^ ''"^^ X/oio-ToO \6yov (Heb. vi. i) 'leav- 

1 The Versions of Tyndale and Coverdale, the Great Bible, and 
the Bishops* Bible, treat both as men's names, Euodias and Syntiches 
(Syntyches or Sintiches) ; the Geneva Testament (1557) gives both cor- 
rectly ; but the Geneva Bible takes up the intermediate position, and is 
followed by our A. V. All alike are wrong in the translation of 
avTois atrives, 

' Thus it may be compared with John xiii, a; irotets, voirjffoy 
rdx^Qy. 
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ing the principles of the doctrine of Christ/ In 
both of these passages however there is a mar- 
ginal note, though in the first the alternative offered 
*to edify profitably* slurs over the difficulty. Such 
grammatical deformities as these should be swept 
away. Neither again should we tolerate such a 
rendering as i Cor. xii. 28 dvrcKrjfjiyfreL^;, Kv^ep- 
v7]<T€t<;, 'helps in governments V where the original 
contemplates two distinct functions, of which dvTL- 
Xrjfiy^ei^i would apply mainly to the diaconate and 
/cv^€pvi^<T€i^ to the presbytery, but where our trans- 
lators have had recourse to the grammatical fiction of 
Hendiadys, A somewhat similar instance to the last, 
where two detached words are combined in defiance 
of the sense, is i Cor. xvi. 22 ' Let him be Anathema 
Maranatha,' where doubtless the words should be 
separated ; ^Ta> avaOefia' Mapav dOd, * Let him be 
anathema. Maran Atha' (i.e. 'The Lord cometh,* or 
* is come'). 

Isolated examples of grammatical inaccuracy 
such as these might be multiplied; but I will close 
with one illustration, drawn from the treatment of 
the word ^alvecv. The distinction between (paiveiv 
'to shine' and (palveadac *to appear' is based on an 
elementary principle of grammar. It is therefore 
surprising that our translators should not have ob- 
served the difference. And yet, though the context 

^ This is the rendering in the edition of i6i i ; but the preposition was 
struck out in the Cambridge edition of 1637 (and possibly earlier), and the 
text is commonly printed 'helps, governments,' but without any authority. 

I 
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in most cases leads them right, the errors of which 
they are guilty in particular passages show that they 
proceeded on no fixed principle. Thus we have in 
Acts xxvii. 20 /iiyre aoTptov iTrt^xuvovrcJV iirl irXeiova^; 
Tjfiipa^ ' Nor stars in many days appeared^ and con- 
versely in Matt. xxiv. 27 Kai ^alvcTac ew? Sv<rfi£v 
' And shineth even unto the west/ and in Phil. ii. 1 5 
6j; 0I9 <f)aiv€a6€ «b9 (f>coa-Tt)p€^ iv Koa^i^ * Among whom 
ye shine as lights in the world/ (where the marginal 
alternative of an imperative * shine ye ' is given, but 
no misgiving seems to have been suggested to our 
translators by the voice of <j>alv€a0€^). When they have 
gone so far wrong in a simple matter of inflexion, it 
is not surprising that syntactic considerations should 
have been overlooked, and that they should not have 
recognised the proper distinction between ^aivofiai 
elvaL ' I appear to be,* and <j>aLvopLat mv * I am seen to 
be.' Of this error they are guilty in Matt. vi. 16, 

18, tTTO)? <paPW(TLV 7019 dvOpCOTTOl^ V7}aT€V0VT€<;, OTTW? 

firj (f>av^^ T0Z9 dv6p(L'n'oi<; vija-revcDv, ' That they may 
appear unto men to fast,' ' That thou appear not unto 
men to fast'; though the sense is correctly given by 
Tyndale (with whom most of the older Versions 

^ Again in Rev. xviii. 23 <f>(as \vxvov oif fi^ ff)av^ h aol iriy if the 
word was accentuated as a passive {<pavy) in the text used by our trans- 
lators, as was probably the case, they have rendered it incorrectly * The 
light of the candle shall sAine no more in thee * ; but here Lachmann 
and others read the active <f>divri. In Rev. viii. 12 they read (paby and 
rightly translated it * shone*: but modem critical editors substitute <fKurQ 
or ^apy. In Acts xxi. 3 ' When we had discovered Cyprus,' the correct 
text is probably dya^avivres d^ ttjv K^irpoy, but 'discovered' seems 
to be intended as a translation of the other reading dva^ayaires. 
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agree substantially), 'That they might be seen of 
men how they fast/ 'That it appear not unto men 
how that thou fastest' 

The directly opposite fault to that which has just 
been discussed also deserves notice, and may perhaps 
be considered here. If hitherto attention has been 
directed to the ignorance or disregard of Greek 
grammar in our translators, it may be well to point 
out instances in which they have attempted to im- 
prove the original, where the connexion is loose or 
the structure ungrammatical. This happens most 
frequently where past and present tenses are inter- 
mingled in the original; e.g. Matt. iii. 15, 16 6 Tt^o-ou? 
eiTTCV TTpb^ avT6v.,,T6Te dipirjo'tv avT6v,.,Kal /SaTrrt- 
aOeh 6 'Irjaov^ dve^rj, where for the sake of sym- 
metry d^lrjacp is translated suffered] or Mark xiv. 
53, 54 ^^^ aTTTjyayov tov ^\'qaovv».,KaX avvip'^op- 

rai avT<^ irdvre^ koX Tierpo^ diro fiaKpoOev rj/co- 

\ov6rj(r€v avrS, where for the same reason avvip- 
'XpvraL is giveil were assembled. In all such cases 
there is no good reason for departing from the 
original. This is not a question of the idiom in 
different languages, but of the style of a particular 
author ; and peculiarities of style should, as far as 
possible, be reproduced. Moreover our translators 
themselves have not ventured always to reduce the 
tenses to uniformity, so that the licence they have 
taken results in capricious alterations here and there, 
which serve no worthy purpose. 

12 
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These however are nothing more than loose- 
nesses of style. But even grammatical inaccuracies 
ought to be preserved, as far as possible ; for it will 
generally be found that in such cases the grammar 
is sacrificed to some higher end — either greater force 
of expression or greater clearness of meaning. More 
than one instance of this occurs in the Apocalypse. 
In the letters to the Seven Churches the messages 
close with words of encouragement to the victor in 
the struggle. In the last four of these the words 
6 viK&v are flung out at the beginning of the sen- 
tence without any regard to the subsequent con- 
struction, which in three out of the four is changed so 
that the nominative stands alone without any govern- 
ment: li. 26 KOI 6 VLKwv Scoero) ainat i^ovaiav, iii. 12 

6 viKwv, iroiTjaoD avrov arvKov, iii. 21 6 vlk&v, hwato 
avT& KaOiaat. In the first instance only have our 
translators had the courage to retain the broken 
grammar of the original, 'And he that overcometh... 
to him will I give,' acting thus boldly perhaps because 
the intervening words partly obscure the irregularity. 
In the other two cases they have set the grammar 
straight ; * Him that overcometh will I make a 
pillar,' * To him that overcometh will I grant to sit.' 
Yet there was no sufficient reason for making a 
diff*erence, and in all alike the English should have 
commenced as the Greek commences, ' He that over- 
cometh.* 

Would it be thought overbold if I were to counsel 
the same scrupulous adherence to the form of the 
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original in a still more important passage ? In Rev. 
i. 4 xa/ot9 viiiv KCtX elpijvr) aTro [toO] 6 wp kol 6 rjp koI 6 
ify)(6fi€vo<^, the defiance of grammar is even more 
startling. It may be true that a cultivated Athenian 
could hardly have brought himself to write thus ; but 
certainly the fisherman of Galilee did not so express 
himself from mere ignorance of Greek, for such ig- 
norance as this supposition would assume must have 
prevented his writing the Apocalypse at all. In this 
instance at least, where the Apostle is dealing with the 
Name of names, the motive which would lead him to 
isolate the words from their context is plain enough. 
And should not this remarkable feature be preserved 
in our English Bible } If in Exod. iii. 14 the words 
run 'I AM hath sent me unto you,' may we not 
also be allowed to read here, ' from He that is and 

THAT WAS AND THAT IS TO COME*? Certainly the 
violation of grammar would not be greater in the 
English than it is in the Greek. 



§5- 



If the errors of grammar in our English Version 
are very numerous, those of lexicography are not so 
frequent. Yet even here several indisputable errors 
need correction; not a few doubtful interpretations 
may be improved ; and many vague renderings will 
gain by being made sharper and clearer. 
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Instances of impossible renderings occur from time 
to time, though the whole number of these is not 
great. By impossible renderings I mean those cases 
in which our translators have assigned to a word 
a signification which it never bears elsewhere, and 
which therefore we must at once discard without 
considering whether it does or does not harmonize 
with the context. 

^ Such for instance is the treatment of the par- 
ticles €T4 and 17S17 in occasional passages, where their 
meaning is interchanged in our Version ; as in Mark 
xiii. 28 orav avrri^ rjBr) 6 K\dSo^ aTraXo? yivrjrai k.t.X. 
* When her branch is j^et tender,' for ' As soon as its 
branch is tender' (the sign of approaching summer), 
and 2 Cor. i. 23 ovxeri rj\0ov ek J^opivOov, * I came not 
as j^et unto Corinth,' for * I came no more unto Corinth' 
(I paid no fresh visit) : or the rendering of anral^ in 
Heb. xii. 26 eri aira^ iym aeio), 'Yet once more I 
shake' : or of Kai ^ap in Matt. xv. 27 rat, Kvpie, kol 
r/dp ra Kvvdpia iaOlec, 'Truth, l^ovA^yet the dogs eat.' 
And, when we turn from particles to nouns and 
verbs, examples will not fail us. Such are the ren- 
derings of av€'y^io^ in Col. iv. lO ' Marcus, sister's son 
to Barnabas ' (6 dveyjnof; 'Bapvd/Sa) for cousin : of ^01- 
voTTcoptvix; in Jude 12 'Trees whose fruit wit/iereth, 
without fruit {SevSpa (fydtvoireopivci aKapTra), twice 
dead, plucked up by the roots,' for * autumn trees 
without fruit, etc.', where there appears to be a refer- 
ence to the parable of the barren fig-tree (Luke xiii. 
6), and where at all events the mention of the season 
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when fruit might be expected is significant \ while 
under any circumstances the awkward contradiction 
of terms in our English Version should have sug- 
gested some misgiving: o( dptafi^eveiv in 2 Cor. ii. 14 
* God which always causeth us to triumph (tw irav- 
T0T6 Optafi^evovTi riixa^) in Christ/ for ' leadeth us in 
triumph/ where the image of the believer made cap- 
tive and chained to the car of Christ is most expres- 
sive, while the paradox of the Apostle's thanksgiving 
over his own spiritual defeat and thraldom is at onc» 
significant and characteristic : and of Trapecrt 9 in Rom. 
iii. 25 *To declare his righteousness y!?^ the remission 
of past sins (Sta Tr\v Trdp€<rcv tcov irpoyeyovoTcov dfiap- 
Trf/xdTQ)v)* for * dy reason of tJte passing over of the 
former sins/ where the double error of mistranslating 
hid and of giving Trdp€<rt<; the sense of d<f>€(rL<; has 
entirely shattered the meaning, and where the context 

^ Strange to say, the earliest Versions all rendered (p^ofoircjpipd 
correctly. Tyndale's instinct led him to give what I cannot but think 
the right turn to the expression ; * Trees with out frute at gadringe 
[gathering] time,' /. e. at the season when fruit was looked for ; I cannot 
agree with Abp. Trench (p. 125), who maintains that *Tyndale was 
feeling after, though he has not grasped, the right translation*, and 
himself explains 4>^ivoiru)fH.vd, dKapva, as 'mutually completing one 
another, ^without leaves, without fruit.'' Tyndale was followed by Cover- 
dale and the Great Bible. Similarly Wycliffe has * hervest trees without 
fruyt,' and the Rheims Version 'Trees of autumne, unfruiteful'. The 
earliest offender is the Geneva Testament which gives 'corrupt trees 
and without frute,' a rendering adopted also in the Geneva Bible. The 
Bishops' Bible strangely combines both renderings, 'trees withered 
\(^Qiv€iv'\ at fruite geatheting \Qic{iifM\ and without fruite'; which is 
explained in the margin * Trees withered in Autumne when the fruite 
harvest is, and so the Greke woord importeth', while at the same time 
other alternative interpretations are given. 
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implies that this signal manifestation of God's right- 
eousness was vouchsafed, not because the sins were 
forgiven, but because they were only overlooked , for 
the time without being forgiven*. Other examples 
again are avKar/ay^elv in Col. ii. 8 fxr} ti<: vfia<; earai 6 
avXa^oyywv * Lest any man spoil you/ for * make spoil 
of you/ ^ carry you off as plunder^', irpo^i^al^eLv in 
Matt. xiv. 8 irpo^i^aaOelaa virh rov firjrpb^ aiJr^?, 
'Being before instructed by her mother/ for 'being 
put forwardy urged, by her mother,' for there is no 
instance of this temporal sense of the preposition in 
this compound: eVe/owTiy/ia in I Pet. iii. 21 *The an- 
swer of a good conscience toward God/ for 'the 
question^ where the word may mean a petition but 
certainly cannot mean an answer: BiKaidfiara in 
Rom. ii. 26 * If the circumcision keep the righteous- 
ness of the law,* for *the ordinances of the law*: 
TTcopovi/, ir(op(oaL<;, in the Epistles (Rom. xi. 7, 25, 
2 Cor. iii. 14, Eph. iv. 18), where they are always 
rendered 'blind, blindness,' though correctly "trans- 
lated in the Gospels (Mark iii. 5, vi. 52, John xii. 40) 
'harden, hardness'.* 



^ An alternative sense of vdp€<riv is given in the margin, * or passing 
over*; but this is not sufficient to elicit the right meaning without also 
correcting the rendering of did, 

* This illustrates the incongruity which results from assigning different 
parts of the New Testament to different persons. In the instance before 
us however a compromise is effected by marginal alternatives. In Mark 
iii. 5 the margin has *or blindness'; in Rom. xi. 7, 25, Eph. iv. 18, 
'or hardened', *or hardness*. In the other passages there is no margin 
in the edition of 161 1. 
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In some cases the wrong rendering of our trans- 
lators arose from a false derivation, which was gener- 
ally accepted in their age. Thus dKipaio<; is rendered 
'harmless' (from ^epa?, K€pat^<o) Matt. x. 16, Phil, 
ii. 15, instead of 'simple, pure, sincere,' (from Kepdv- 
vvfiL 'to mix, adulterate'), though in Rom. xvi. 19 
it is correctly given \ So also epiOua is taken to 
mean 'strife, contention' (Rom. ii. 8, 2 Cor. xii. 20, 
Gal. V. 20, Phil. i. 17, ii. 3, James iii. 14, 16) from its 
supposed connexion with €pi<;\ whereas its true deri- 
vation is from epiOof; 'a hired partisan', so that it 
denotes 'party-spirit'. And again in Jude 12 otroi 
elaiv iv Tal<i drydiraL^ vjm&v <nrL\dBe<; ' These are spots 
in your feasts of charity', cTr^XaSe? 'rocks' is trans- 
lated as if oTTiXot 'spots'*; our translators having 

^ In Matt. X. 16 however the margin has '<?r simple', and in Phil. ii. 
15 *^^ sincere.' 

' At least this is the view taken by modem commentators almost 
universally; but it does not seem to me certain that ciriAaSes here 
cannot mean * spots*; for (i) All the early Versions connect it with 
this root, translating it either as a substantive * stains', or as an adjective 
'polluted*. This is the case with the Old and the Revised Latin, with 
both the Egyptian Versions, and with the Philoxenian Syriac, nor have 
I noticed a single one which renders it 'rocks*. (2) As <nrt\os (or 
cnr/Xoj), which generally signifies a 'spot' or 'stain*, sometimes has the 
sense *a rock', so conversely it is quite possible that (rrrtXcls *a rock' 
should occasionally exchange its ordinary meaning for that of cviXos. 
(3) In one of the Orphic poems, Z/M. 614 KaTda-TiKTov ainXddeaffi irvp- 
(T'Sffiv XevKois re fieXatvofxivais x^o^P^^^ ^^» it has this sense ; and, though 
this poem was apparently not written till the fourth century, still it 
seems highly improbable that the writer should have derived this sense 
of the word solely from S. Jude. If he did so, it only shows how 
fixed this interpretation had become before his time. (4) The extreme 
violence of the metaphor 'rocks in your feasts of charity' is certainly not 
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doubtless been influenced by the parallel passage 
2 Pet. 11. 13 GirlXoi Koi jMwfioi ivTpv(f>£pT€^ iv raU 
dirarai^ outwv, ' Spots are they and blemishes, sport- 
ing themselves with their own deceivings\' The last 
example of this class of errors, which I shall take, 
is the surname of Simon the Apostle, ' the Canaanite.' 
The correct form of the word is Kavavaio<;, not Kava- 
virrjf;, in both passages where it occurs (Matt. x. 4, 
Mark iii. 18); but the latter stood in the text which our 
translators had before them. Yet this false reading 
certainly should not have misled them, for Xavavam, 
the word for the Canaanite in the LXX and in Matt. 
XV. 22, is even farther from Kavaj/irrj^ than from Kava- 
vaio^. The parallel passages in S. Luke (Luke vi. 1 5, 
Acts i. 13) point to the fact that this surname is the 
Aramaic word Kanan, |K3p, corresponding to the 
Greek ^7)\coti]<; 'the Zealot*' ; and this being so, it is 

favourable to the interpretation which it is proposed to substitute. And 
(5), though this argument must not be pressed, yet the occurrence 
of a"7ri\ot Kcd fica/xoi in the parallel passage {2 Pet. ii. 13) must be allowed 
some weight in determining the sense of <nrtXa5cs here. 

^ I have quoted the passage as it stands in the received text h rais 
AwdraLs, but iv rats dyd-a^ais is read by Lachmann and Tregelles, as in 
Jude 12. 

' See Ewald Gesch, des V, Isr, v. p. 322, Derembourg VHistoire de 
la Palestine ^. 238. This is a common termination of names of sects 
when Grecized ; e. g. 'A<r(7i8atos, ^apttraZos, ZaS^ou/catos, 'E<r(ra?os 
(Hegesipp. in Euseb. H, E, iv. 23). This fact seems to have escaped 
Meyer when he points to the termination as showing that Kavayatoj 
denotes the name of a place and thus exhibits a false tradition, while 
the true account is preserved in the ^ijXwtt)? of S. Luke. Indeed the 
formation of Kaj^a^cuos from Kanan is exactly analogous to that of 
^apiaaios from Pharish or *A<T<ndaToi from Hhasid. Meyer confesses 
himself at a loss to name any place to which he can refer Kavamios. 
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somewhat strange that our translators should have gone 
astray on the word, seeing that the Greek form for 
^Jyj3 'Canaanite' is invariably spelt correctly with a 
X corresponding to Caphy and not with a K correspond- 
ing to Koph. The earlier Versions however all suppose 
the word to involve the name of a place, though they 
do not all render it alike. Tyndale, Coverdale, and 
the Great Bible have ' Simon of Cane' or ' Cana' ; the 
Geneva Testament (1557) has 'of Canan' in the one 
place, and 'of Cane' in the other; the Geneva Bible 
'Cananite' in both. The Bishops' Bible, so far as I 
have observed, first prints the word with a double a 
(Matt. X. 4), thus fixing the reference to Canaan*. 

In the Peshito, Karayatos is translated r^Lxllxa, but Xavavouoj 
r^Lxl^Jl^ , where the difference of the initial letter and the insertion 

of the :^ in the latter word show that in this Version the forms were 

not confounded. 

^ To this list of false derivations some would add KaLrA.v\j^i% in Rom. 
xi. 8, where wvevua Karcafd^etas is rendered *the spirit of slumber\ 
though with the marginal alternative remorse', but I doubt whether 
Abp. Trench is right in saying (p. 1 18) that *our translators must have 
derived Kardifv^is from vvard^eiv, as many others have done.* The fact 
is that KaravuffffCLP, jfarayufts, are frequently used in the LXX to 
translate words denoting heavy sleep, silence, amazement, and the like, 
e.g. Levit. x. 3, Ps. iv. 5, xxx. 13, xxxv. 15, Is. vi. 5, Dan. x. 9; and 
in the very passage to which S. Paul here refers, Is. xxix. 10, Kardw^is 
represents the Hebrew ilDTin *deep sleep'. The idea of numhiess is 
the connecting link between /r/V>&/«^, wounding^ and stupor ^ heavy sleep, 
Fritzsche (Rom, ii. p. 558 sq.) has an important excursus on the word, 
but is not always happy in his explanation of the LXX renderings. The 
earlier English Versions generally adopted the more literal meaning of 
Kardw^Li, Thus Wycliffe and the Rheims Version have * compunction' 
after the Vulgate ; Tyndale, Coverdale, and the Great Bible * unquiet- 
ness'; the Bishops' Bible * remorse', with the marginal note *That is, 
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There are other passages where, though the word 
itself will admit the meaning assigned to it in our 
Version, and so this meaning cannot be called im- 
possible, yet the context more or less decidedly fa- 
vours another sense. Examples belonging to this 
class are James iii. 5 ^Soi) iiKbyov [1. rjKiKov^ irvp ri\licr}v 
vXtjv dvairreiy * Behold how great a matter a little fire 
kindleth,' where the literal meaning of JXi; is cer- 
tainly to be preferred to the philosophical, and where 
it is most strange that our translators having the 
correct word *wood' present to their minds should 
have banished it to the margin : Matt. xxvi. 15 eo-riy- 
<Tav avT& Tpia/covra dpyvpta, * They covenanted with him 
for thirty pieces of silver,' where the passage in Zech- 
ariah (xi. 12 'They weighed for my price thirty pieces 
of silver,' LXX ea-rrjaav) to which the Evangelist 
alludes ought to have led to the proper rendering of 
the same word here, ^weighed unto him': Heb. ii. 19 
ov yap S/fTTOv dyyiXcov eirCkafjL^dverai dXkd (nrepfiaro^ 
'Afipadfi iiriXafi^dverai, * He took not on him the 
nature of angels, but he took on him the seed of 
Abraham,' where the context suggests the more 
natural meaning of eirCKafi^dveaOat, ' To take hold of 
for the purpose of supporting or assisting' (comp. 
ver. 18 ^or)07j(rai) ; Mark iv. 29 orav irapaS^ 6 Kap7r6<;, 

pricking and unquietnesse of conscience *. The Geneva Testament (1557) 
is as usual the innovator, rendering the word 'heavy sleep*. For this 
the Geneva Bible substitutes 'slumber*, but with a margin *or pricking*. 
The reasons why I do not class iirioi6<nos among these words, in 
which a mistaken derivation has led to a wrong translation, will be given 
in the Appendix. 
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* When the fruit is brought forth^ where the right 
meaning ripe is given in the margin : Acts ii. 3 
SiafiepL^ofievac yXwaaai coael irvpo^, * Cloven tongues as 
of fire/ where the imagery and the symbolism, not 
less than the tense, suggest a different rendering of 
Sia/ii€pi^6fi€vai, parting asunder \ 2 Cor. iv. 4 etV to 
\if\ av^aaav \avToi^'\ rov ^a)Tia-fi6v tov evayyeXiov, * Lest 
the light of the Gospol... s/iou/d shine unto them/ 
where indeed the fault was not with the translators 
but with the reading, since having axnok in their text 
they had no choice but to translate the words so; 
but when avrov^ is struck out (as it should be), a 
different sense ought perhaps to be given to avyaaaiy 

* That they might not behold the light,' etc. Another 
and a very important example of this class of errors 
is the rendering of iral^i in Acts iii. 13, 26, iv. 27, 30, 
where it is translated *son' or 'child' in place of 
'servant', thus obliterating the connexion with the 
prophetic announcement of the 'servant of the Lord' 
in Isaiah ^ It is not here, as elsewhere, the Sonship, 
but the ministry, on which the Apostles dwell. In 
Matt. xii. 18, where the prophecy itself (Isai. xlii. i) is 
quoted and applied to our Lord, the words are rightly 
translated, 'Behold I send my servant' \ and indeed 
when confronted with the original no one would think 
of rendering it otherwise. Other instances again are 
the rendering of acpetv in John i. 2gcacp(ov rrjv afiapriav 
TOV k6<t/jlov, ' Which taketh away the sin of the world/ 

^ See especially Trench Authorized Version, p. 69. 
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where the marginal reading beareth should probably 
be substituted in the text ; and similarly of uvevey- 
K€lv in Heb. ix. 28, I Pet. ii. 24 aveve^Kelv d/JLapTia^:, 

* To dear the sins/ where the true idea is not that of 
sustaining a burden, but of raising upon the cross. 
So again the rendering of avcaOep in John iii. 3, 7, 
'yevpTjSrjvai avtodev should be 'born from above* and 
not ' born anew/ as a later passage, ver. 316 dvcoOev 
ip')(pfi€vo^y seems to show (comp. xix. 11). On the 
other hand, it is not certain whether ^aard^eiv 
means *to carry off, to steal' in John xii. 6 to. ^aX- 
\6fjL€va i^aara^evy or whether the English Version 

* bare what was put therein' should stand. 

In another class of words the English rendering, 
while it cannot be called incorrect, is vague or in- 
adequate, so that the exact idea of the original is not 
represented or the sharpness of outline is blurred. 
This defect will be most obvious in metaphors. For 
instance in Rom. vi. 12, where oirKa dScKia^ is ren- 
dered ^ i7tstru7nents of unrighteousness,' instead of 
arms or weapons (which however is given as an alter- 
native in the margin), we fail to recognise the image 
of military service rendered to Sin, as a great king 
(ver. 12 /i?7 ^aaiXeveTQ}) who enforces obedience {vTra- 
Kovecv) and pays his soldiery in the coin of death 
(ver. 23 Ta oyfrdvca t^9 d/jLaprla^ Bdvaro^). Again the 
rendering of Col. ii. 5 vfjbwv ttjv rd^iv koI to arepecofia 
T^9 eh ^pLOTOv 7rL<rT€(o<:; v/jLoiv, 'Your order and the 
stedfastness of your faith in Christ/ fails to suggest 
the idea of the close phalanx arrayed for battle, which 
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IS involved in the original*: and similarly in 2 Cor. 
X. 5 ^"^ vy^cofia iircupofievov Kara t^9 7J'(w<7€Ci)9 tov 
0€o5 our translators in rendering the words * Ever}'' 
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 
of God/ appear not to have seen that this expression 
continues the metaphor of the campaign (<rTpaT€uc- 
li,&QcC) and the fortresses [o^vptofiara) in the context, 
and that the reference is to the siege works thrown 
np for the purpose of attacking the faith. Again the 
metaphor of KaravapKuv is very inadequately given 
in 2 Cor. ix. 9 * I was chargeable to no man/ and in 
xii. 13, 14 *I was not, I will not be, burdensome 
to any one': and the ^ thorn in the flesh' in the 
English Version of 2 Cor. xii. 7 has suggested inter- 
pretations of S. Paul's malady, which the original 
c-Koko'y^ * a stake* does not countenance, and is almost 
as wide of the mark as the Latin stiimilus carnis 
which also has led to much misunderstanding. These 
are a few instances out of many, which might be 
given, where a metaphor has suffered from inade- 
quate rendering. 

Other examples also, where no metaphor is in- 
volved, might be multiplied. Thus in Matt. ix. 16, 
Mark ii. 21, it is difficult to see why our translators 
should have abandoned the natural expression 'un- 
dressed cloth/, which occurs in the Geneva Testa- 
ment, as a rendering of paKo^ ayvaxpov, for *new 
cloth,' contenting themselves with putting *raw or 

^ I Mace. ix. 14 €td€v*lovdas 6ti Ba/cx^Siys koX rb ffrepiu/xa rrji 
wapefipoKiji iv rots Se^iots, 
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unwrought' in the margin. In Matt. xxvi. 36, Mark 
xiv. 32, we read in the English Version of ^2, place 
called Gethsemane'; the Greek however is not x^P^ 
but 'xcopiov, not a place but *a parcel of ground' (as 
it is rendered in John iv. 5), an enclosure, a field or 
garden, and thus corresponds more closely to /c^tto? 
by which S. John describes the same locality though 
without mentioning the name (xviii. i). In Acts 
i. 3 oTTTavofievof; axnoU should not have been trans- 
lated * being seen of them/ for the emphatic word 
oTTTaveaOai, which does not occur elsewhere in the 
New Testament, expresses much more than this, and 
*s/iowing' himself unto them' would be a better though 
still an inadequate rendering. In Rom. ii. 22 6 ySSe- 
Xvaaofievof; ra etSooika i€poa'vX€t<; the inconsistency of 
the man who plunders a heathen temple while pro- 
fessing to loathe an idol, is lost by the rendering 
' dost thou commit sacrilege' ; and indeed it may be 
suspected that our translators misapprehended the 
force, of lepoavXeUy more especially as in most of the 
earlier Versions it was translated 'robbest God of 
his honour.' In Acts xiv. 13 'Then the priest of 
Jupiter which was before the city, brought oxen and 
garlands unto the -gates,' the English reader inevit- 
ably thinks of the city-gates; but as the Greek has 
TTvXcSz^a?, not TruXa?, the portal or gateway or vestibule 
of the temple is clearly meant. This was seen by 
Tyndale, who quaintly translates it *the church-porch.' 
In Acts xvii. 29, S. Paul addressing an audience of 
heathen philosophers condescends to adopt the lan- 



Jk.: 
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guage familiar to them, and speaks of to Oehv — an 
expression which does not occur elsewhere in the 
New Testament; but in the English rendering * God- 
head' this vague philosophical term becomes con- 
crete and precise, as though it had been Oeott)^ in 
the original. In the Acts xiii. 50 and elsewhere ol 
a-e^ofievot, at ae^ofievaCfhy which S. Luke always means 
, * proselytes, worshippers of the one God,' are trans- 
lated 'devout', and hence the strange statement 
(which must perplex many an English reader) that 
*the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable 
women... .and raised persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas.' In 2 Cor. xiii. 11 KarapTi^eaOe is ren- 
dered 'be perfect,' and in the 9th verse t^i' vfimv 
xarapTcaiv 'your perfection,' but the context shows 
that in these parting injunctions S. Paul reiterates 
the leading thought of the Epistles, exhorting the 
Corinthians to compose their differences', and this is 
the meaning of i Cor. i. 10 rfre Se KarrfpTia-fikvot, 
iv TO) avT^ vot, where it is better rendered ' that ye be 
perfectly joined together, etc' Lastly, in i Tim. iii. 3, 
Tit. i. 7, [Lr\ irdpoLvop is translated ' not given to wine' ; 
but in the first passage this idea is already expressed 
by vq^oKiov, and natural as the more obvious ren- 
dering might seem, the usage of irapoivo^; elsewhere 
shows that it denotes ' a brawler,' ' a quarrelsome 
person' (which is the alternative meaning offered in 
the margin). 

I will close this section with an illustration, of 
which it is difficult to say whether we should more 
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properly class it under the head of lexicography or 
of grammar. Xd^^ara is the Aramaic form of the 
Hebrew word for 'a sabbath' written out in Greek 
letters. Appearing in this form, it is naturally de- 
clined as a plural aa^/Sara, a-ajSfiarayv, but never- 
theless retains its proper meaning as a singular. 
How widely this form was known, and how strictly 
it preserved its force as a singular, will appear from 
Horace's ' Hodie tricesima sabbata.* In our Version 
of the New Testament, whenever the meaning is un- 
mistakable it is translated as a singular (e.g. Matt, 
xii. I, II, Mark i. 21, ii. 23, iii. 2, Acts xiii, 14); 
but where the sense is doubtful a plural rendering 
is mostly preferred (e.g. Matt. xii. 5, 10, 12, Mark 
iii. 4). In all these cases however it is much better 
treated as a singular, in accordance with the sense 
which it bears in the same contexts ; and in such a 
passage as Col. ii. 16 €1; fiepei kopnrfi<; fj veofirivla^ fj 
aa^^droDv, the plural 'sabbath-days' is obviously out 
of place, as co-ordinated with two singular nouns. 
The only passage in the New Testament where <ra^- 
/Sara is distinctly plural is Acts xvii. 2 iirl aajS- 
l3aTa rpia, where it is defined by the numeral. 



§6. 

Over and above the ordinary questions of trans- 
lation, there is a particular class of words which 
presents special difficulties and needs special atten- 
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tion. Proper names, official titles, technical terms, 
which, as belonging to one language and one nation, 
have no direct equivalents in another, must obviously 
be treated in an exceptional way. Are they to 
be reproduced as they stand in the original, or is 
the translator to give the terms most nearly cor- 
responding to them in the language of his version ? 
Is he to adopt the policy of despair, or the policy 
of compromise ? Or may he invoke either principle 
according to the exigencies of the case ? and, if so, 
what laws can be laid down to regulate his practice 
and to prevent caprice? 

Of this class of words, proper names are the least 
difficult to deal with ; and yet even these occasion- 
ally offer perplexing problems. 

The general principles, on which our translators 
proceeded in this matter, are twofold. First; where 
no familiar English form of a name existed, they 
retained the form substantially as they found it. In 
other words they reproduced the Hebrew or Chaldee 
form in the Old Testament and the Greek in the 
New. Secondly; where a proper name had been 
adopted into the English language and become natu- 
ralised there with some modification of form, or where 
the person or place was commonly known in English 
by a name derived from some other language, they 
adopted this English equivalent, however originated. 
Instances of English equivalents arrived at by the 
one process are. Eve, Herod, James, John, Jude, 
Luke, Magdalene, Mary, Peter, Pilate, Saul, Stephen, 

K2 
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Zebedee, Italy, Rome, etc. : of the other, Assyria, 
Ethiopia, Euphrates, Idumea, Mesopotamia, Persia, 
Syria, etc., Artaxerxes, Cyrus, Darius, etc., for 
Asshur, Cush, Phrath, Edom, Aram-Naharaim, Pha- 
ras, Aram, etc., Arta-chshashta, Coresh, Daryavesh, 
etc., in. the Old Testament \ the more familiar clas- 
sical forms being substituted for the less familiar 
Hebrew ; and of Diana, Jupiter, Mercurius, for Ar- 
temis, Zeus, Hermes, in the New — the more familiar 
Latin being substituted for the less familiar Greek: 
while in some few cases, e.g. Egypt, Tyre', etc., both 
modifying influences have been at work ; the He- 
brew has been replaced by the Greek, and this again 
has been Anglicized in form. In the instructions 
given to our translators it was so ordered : ' The 
names of the prophets and the holy writers with the 
other names of the text to be retained as nigh as 
may be, according as they were vulgarly used.' 

With these principles no fault can be found ; 
but the result of their application is not always sa- 
tisfactory. Our translators are not uniformly con- 
sistent with themselves ; and moreover time has very 
considerably altered the conditions of the problem as 
it presents itself now. 

^ In this however there is great inconsistency. Thus we have Cush 
in Is. xi. II, but Ethiopia in xviii. i, etc.; Edom in Is. xL 14, Ixiii. i, 
but Idumea in xxxiv. 5, 6 ; Asshur in Hos. xiv. 4, but Assyria elsewhere 
in this same prophet; Javan in Is. Ixvi. 19, but Greece or Grecia in 
the other prophets ; and so with other words. 

* Yet *TyreV and *Tyrus' are employed indifferently, and without 
any rule, in the Old Testament. 
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(i) The first of these principles, though it com- 
mends itself to our own age, was not allowed to pass 
unquestioned, when first asserted. At the era of 
the reformation, the persons mentioned in the Old 
Testament were commonly known (so far as they were 
known at all) through the Septuagint and Vulgate 
forms. Thus Ochosias stood for Ahaziah, Achab for 
Ahab, Sobna for Shebnah, Elias for Elijah, Eliseus 
for Elisha, Roboam for Rehoboam, Josaphat for 
Jehoshaphat, Abdias for Obadiah, and the like. In 
Coverdale's Bible these forms are generally retained ; 
but in the later English Versions there is a tendency 
to substitute the Hebrew forms, or forms more nearly 
approaching to them. 

In the two Versions, which held the ground when 
our Authorized Version was set on foot — the Bishops* 
Bible and the Geneva Bible — this tendency had 
reached the utmost limit which the English language 
seemed to allow* In Miinster's Latin Bible indeed 
an attempt had been made to reproduce the Hebrew 
forms with exactness; and accordingly the names 
of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel there appear as 
Jesahiahu, Irmeiahu, and lechezchel. This extreme 
point however was never reached by any of our 
English translators ; but still in the Geneva Bible 
the names of the patriarchs are written Izhak and 
laakob, and in the Bishops* Bible we meet with such 
forms as Amariahu, Zachariahu. 

This tendency was not left unassailed. Gregory 
Martin in his attack on the 'English Bibles used 
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and authorised since the time of the schism/ pub- 
lished at Rheims in 1582, writes as follows: 

Of one thing we can by no means excuse you, but it must 
savour vanity or novelty or both. As when you affect new 
strange words which the people are not acquainted withal,' but 
it is rather Hebrew to them than English : yuaka o-r/ivcSr 6vo\Mr 
iovT€s, as Demosthenes speaketh, uttering with great counte- 
nance and majesty. 'Against him came up Nabuchadnezzar, 
King of Babel,' 2 Par. xxxvi. 6, for * Nabuchodonosor king of 
Babylon * ; * Saneherib ' for * Sennacherib * ; * Michaiah's pro- 
phecy' for 'Michaea's' ; 'Jehoshaphal's prayer' for *Josaphat's' : 

* Uzza slain ' for ' Oza ' ; ' when Zerubbabel went about to build 
the temple ' for * Zorobabel * ; * remember what the Lord did to 
Miriam' for * Marie,' Deut xxxiv; and in your first^ transla- 
tion * Elisa' for *Elisaeus' ; 'Pekahia' and *Pekah' for *Phaceia' 
and *Phacee'; 'Uziahu' for 'Ozias'; *Thiglath-peleser' for 

* Teglath-phalasar ' ; * Ahaziahu ' for * Ochozias ' ; * Peka son of 
Remaliahu ' for * Phacee son of Romelia.' And why say you not 
as well ' Shelomoh ' for * Salomoh,' and ' Coresh ' for * Cyrus,' 
and so alter every word from the known sound and pronuncia- 
tion thereof? Is this to teach the people, when you speak 
Hebrew, rather than English ? Were it goodly hearing (think 
you) to say for * Jesus' *Jeshuah'; and for * Marie' his mother 

* Miriam ' ; and for * Messias' ' Messiach ' ; and * John' 'Jachan- 
nan' ; and such-like monstrous novelties ? which you might as 
well do, and the people would understand you as well, as when 
your preachers say, * Nabucadnezer King of Babel.' 

To these charges Fulke gives this brief and sen- 
sible reply: 

* i.e. The Great Bible, which was the first Bible in use after 'the 
schism*; the edition to which Martin refers is that of 1562. The two 
Bibles, to which Martin's strictures mostly apply, are the Genevan 
and the Bishops', as being most commonly used when he wrote. See 
Fulke's Defence, etc. p. 67 sq. 
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Seeing the most of the proper names of the Old Testament 
were unknown to the people before the Scriptures were read in 
English, it was best to utter them according to the truth of their 
pronunciation in Hebrew, rather than after the common corrup- 
tion which they had received in the Greek and Latin tongues. 
But as for those names which were known to the people out of 
the New Testament, as Jesus, John, Mary, etc., it had been folly 
to have taught men to sound them otherwise than after the 
Greek declination, in which we find them^. 

The attack however was so far successful, that the 
revisers who produced our Authorized Translation 
seem to have adopted in each case from the current 
Versions those forms which least offended the English 
eye or ear, even though farther removed from the 
Hebrew. Thus in the examples already given, they 
write Isaac, Jacob, in preference to Izhak, Jaakob 
of the Geneva Bible, and Amariah, Zachariah in pre- 
ference to Amariahu, Zachariahu of the Bishops'. 

With the general treatment of the Old Testament 
names I have no desire. to find fault: perhaps the 
forms in our English Bible approach as nearly to the 
Hebrew as is desirable. But, when we compare the 
New Testament with the Old, some important ques- 
tions arise. 

In favour of retaining the old Septuagint and 
Vulgate forms in preference to introducing the He- 
brew, there was this strong argument ; that the same 
person thus appeared under the same name in the 
New Testament, as in the Old. The English reader 

^ Fulke*s Defence of the English Translations of the Bible, p. 588 sq. 
(Parker Society's edition). 
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did not need to be informed that Eliseus was the 
same as EHsha, Ozias as Uzziah, Salathiel as Shealtiel, 
etc. Now he has not this advantage. Even supposing 
that the identity of persons is recognised, much uncon- 
scious misconception still remains in particular cases. 
It is very difficult for instance for an English reader, 
who has not read or thought on the subject, to realize 
the fact that the Elias, whom the Jews expected to 
appear in Messiah's days, was not some weird myth- 
ical being, or some merely symbolical person, but 
the veritable Elijah who lived on earth, in flesh and 
blood, in the days of Ahab. *Let us just seek to 
realize to ourselves,* says Archbishop Trench, 'the 
difference in the amount of awakened attention 
among a country congregation, which Matt. xvii. lo 
would create, if it were read thus: ''And his disci- 
ples asked him, saying, Why then say the Scribes 
that Elijah must first come.?" as compared with what 
it now is likely to create.' And this argument 
applies, though in a less degree, to the scene of the 
transfiguration. It is most important, as the same 
writer has observed, to 'keep vivid and strong the 
relations between the Old and New Testament in 
the minds of the great body of English hearers and 
readers of Scripture V 

I imagine that few would deny the advantage of 
substituting the more familiar Old Testament names 
in such cases for the less familiar Septuagint forms 

^ Atdhorized Version^ p. 41. 
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preserved in the New; but many more may question 
whether such a substitution is legitimate, and I ven- 
ture therefore to add a few words in defence of this 
reform which I should wish to see introduced. 

If at this point we were to invoke the second 
principle (which has been mentioned above and will 
be considered presently), that whenever a familiar 
English form of a name occurs, this shall be substi- 
tuted for the original, e.g. John for loanncs, James 
for lacobos, Mary for Mariam, this principle alone 
would justify the change which I am advocating. For, 
to our generation at least, the familiar English names 
of the Old Testament personages are Elijah, Elisha, 
Isaiah, etc.; and therefore on this ground alone the 
Greek forms Elias, Eliseus, Esaias, should give place 
to them. In the i6th and 17th centuries it might be 
a question between Esay, Esaie, Esaias, Isaiah; be- 
tween Abdy, Abdias, Obadiah; between Jeremy, Jcrc- 
mias, Jeremiah; between Osee, Oseas, Osea, Hosca 
(orHoshea); between Sophony, Sophonia, Sophonias, 
Zephaniah ; between Aggeus, Haggeus, Haggai ; and 
the like: but now long familiarity has decided irre- 
vocably in favour of the last forms in each case, and 
there is every reason why the less familiar modes of 
representing the names should give place to the more 
familiar. But, quite independently of this considera- 
tion of familiarity, we should merely be exercising 
the legitimate functions of translators, if in most 
cases we were to return to the Old Testament forms. 
For (with very few exceptions) the Greek forms repre- 
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sent the original names as nearly as the vocables 
and the genius of the Greek language permit; and 
in translating it is surely allowable to neglect the 
purely Greek features in the words. This applies 
especially to terminations, such as Jeremias, Jonas, Ma- 
nasses, for Jeremiah, Jonah, Manasseh; and in fact the 
name Elias itself is nothing more than * Elijah' simi- 
larly formed, for the Hebrew word could not have 
been written otherwise in Greek. It applies also to 
the change of certain consonants. Thus a Greek 
had no choice but to represent the sh sound by a sim- 
ple s. Like the men of Ephraim, the Greeks could 
not frame to pronounce the word Shibboleth right; 
and it is curious to observe to what straits the Alex- 
andrian translator of the narrative in the book of 
Judges (xii. 5, 6) is driven in his attempt to render 
the incident into this language \ Remembering this, 
we shall at once replace Cis (Acts xiii. 21) by Kish*, 
and Aser (Luke ii. 36, Rev. vil 6) by Asher ; while the 
English reader will at length discover that the un- 
familiar Saron, connected with the history of ^neas 
(Acts ix. 3S), is the well-known Sharon of Old Tes- 
tament history. Combining this principle of change 
with the foregoing, we should restore Elisha in place 
of Eliseus. For the Hebrew gutturals again the Greeks 
had no equivalent, and were obliged either to omit 

^ He can only say tMv 81J ffrdxvi [A has etirare drj ffMrifia] * koX 0^ 
KareHdwe [A. Kal KaTriMwai>] tov XaXrjjot ourws. 

* It is not easy to see why our translators should have written Cis, 
Core, rather than Kis, Kore. 
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them or to substitute the nearest sound which their 
language afforded. On this principle they frequently 
represented the final H by an ^ ; and hence the forms 
Cor^, No^, which therefore we should without scruple 
replace by the more familiar Korah, Noah. In the 
middle of a word it was often represented by a X\ 
while our Old Testament translators in this and other 
positions give an h\ and thus there is no reason why 
Ra/r-^ab, AcftdiZ, should stand in the New Testament 
for Ra>^ab, A//az in the Old. Again, the fact that 
the aspirate, though pronounced, was never written in 
Greek should be taken into account ; and any diverg- 
ence from the Hebrew form which can be traced 
to this cause might be neglected; thus Agar, Eze- 
kias would be replaced by Hagar, Hezekiah, and 
Josaphat, Roboam, by Jehoshaphat, Rehoboam*. By 
adopting this principle of neglecting mere peculiari- 
ties and imperfections of the Greek in the repre- 
sentation of the Hebrew names, and thus endea- 
vouring to reproduce the original form which has 
undergone the modification, we should in almost 

^ The genealogies at the beginning of the Books of Chronicles in the 
Lxx offer very many instances of this change. Sometimes this final e 
represents an y or a H. 

• For 'Pa(£/3 (Heb. xi. it, James ii. 25) our translators have boldly 
written 'Rahab.' While speaking of aspirates, it may be mentioned 
that in the edition of 16 11 the normal spelling in the New Testament is 
'Hierusalem*; the only exceptions which I have noticed being i Cor. 
xvi. 3, Gal. i. 17, 18, ii. i, iv. 7$y 16, Heb. xii. la, and the headings of 
some chapters (e.g. Acts xxi, Rev. xxi), where 'Jerusalem' appears. 
On the other hand in the Old Testament it is 'Jerusalem,* though 
'Hierusalem* occurs in the heading of 1 Sam. xiv. 
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every important instance bring the names in the Old 
and New Testament into conformity with each other. 
A very few comparatively trifling exceptions would 
still remain, where the Greek form cannot be so ex- 
plained. These might be allowed to stand ; or if the 
identity of the person signified was beyond question 
(e. g. Aram and Ram), the Old Testament form 
might be replaced in the text, and the Greek form 
given in the margin. 

(2) The second of the two principles, which were 
enunciated above as guiding our English translators, 
also requires some consideration. 

Under this head the inconsistency of our Author- 
ized Version will need correction, for it is incapable 
of defence. If the prophet was to be called Osee* 

^ It may be questioned whether this word should be proijounced as a 
dissyllable, the double e being regarded as an English termination as in 
Zebedee, Pharisee, etc.; or as a trisyllable, the word being considered 
as a reproduction of the Greek 'Oen?^. 

On the other hand there can, I think, be no doubt that the modem 
fJEishion of pronouncing the final e of Magdalene, as though it represented 
the 17 of the original, is erroneous. The word is far older than the 
translations made from the Greek in the 16th and 17th centuries, and 
came from the Latin. Though in the A. V. (161 1) the spelling is 
always * Magdalene,* yet in the earlier Versions it is indifferently 
Magdalen and Magdalene. Wycliffe writes it *Mawdeleyn* — a pronun- 
ciation which has survived in the names of our Colleges and in the 
adjective 'maudlin.' There is no more reason for sounding the last 
letter in Magdalene, than in Urbane (Rom. xvi. 9). 

This last word is printed * Urbane,' in all the early editions of the 
A.V. which I have consulted (161 1, 1612, 1617, 1629, 1630, 1637). 
On the other hand the earlier Versions without exception, so far as I 
have noticed, have 'Urban' or ' Urbanus.' In the Authorized Version 
(161 1 ) these final /s were common; thus we find Hebrewe, Jewe, 
Marke, Romane, Samaritane, etc. 
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in the New Testament (Rom. ix. 26), there is no 
reason why he should have remained Hosea in the 
Old. If the country appears as Greece in Zechariah 
(ix. 13) and in the Acts (xx. 2), why should it be 
named Grecia in the book of Daniel (viii. 2 1, x. 20, 
xi. 2) ? If the inhabitants of this country are Greeks 
in the New Testament, why should they be Grecians 
in the old (Joel iii. 6)V? If Mark is substituted for 
Marcus in some passages (Acts xii. 12, 25, 2 Tim. 
iv. 11), why should Marcus have been allowed to 
stand in others (Col. iv. 10, Philem. 24, i Pet. v. 13) } 
Nay, so far does this inconsistency go, that Jeremy 
and Jeremias occur in the same Gospel (Matt. ii. 17, 
xvi. 14) : Luke and Lucas in two companion Epistles 
sent at the same time, from the same place, and to 
the same destination (Col. iv. 14, Philem. 24) ; and 
Timothy and Timotheus in the same chapter of the 
same Epistle (2 Cor. i. i, 19). In all these cases the 
form which is now the most familiar should be 
consistently adopted. This rule would substitute 
Jeremiah for Jeremy, but on the other hand it would 
prefer Mark to Marcus. At the same time both 
Cretes (Acts ii. 11) and Cretians (Tit. i. 12) would dis- 
appear, and Cretans take their place. 

^ In the New Testament 'Grecian* is reserved for *EXXi;w<rri}s, while 
'Greek' represents "EXXi;?'. This distinction is good, as far as it goes ; 
but in order to convey any idea to an English reader 'EXXiywor^s should 
be translated by * Grecian Jew* or by some similar phrase. 

As "EXXij^' is translated 'Gentile* without hesitation elsewhere (e. g. 
I Cor. X. 32, xii. 13), it is strange that this rendering is not adopted 
jfor 'EXXiyi'fs, where it would have avoided an apparent contradiction, 
Mark vii. 26 * A Greek, a Syrophenician by nation.' 
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This principle, if consistently carried out, would 
rule one very important example. Familiar usage, 
which requires that the name jESUS should be re- 
tained when it designates the most sacred Person of 
all, no less imperatively demands that Joshua shall 
be substituted when the great captain of Israel and 
conqueror of Palestine is intended. For the same 
reason we speak of the Patriarch as Jacob and the 
Apostle as James; of the sister of Moses as Miriam, 
and the mother of the Lord as Mary. It so happens 
that both the passages in which the name Jesus de- 
signates the Israelite captain (Acts vii. 45, Heb. iv. 8) 
are more or less obscure either from difficulties in the 
context or from defects of translation ; and the endless 
confusion, which is created in the minds of the un- 
educated by the retention of this form, is a matter of 
everyday experience. 

This last example leads me to speak of another 
point. There can be little doubt that, when the same 
person is intended, the same form should be adopted 
throughout. But what should be done, when the 
name which has a familiar English form applies to 
unfamiliar persons? Thus the English John corre- 
sponds to the Greek 'Iwai/?;? or 'Iwai/wy?, and to the 
Hebrew Jehohanan or Johanan (prTlH^ or pHV). 
Are we then in every case to substitute John, where 
either the Greek or the Hebrew form occurs > No 
one would think of displacing John the Baptist, or 
John the son of Zebedee, or John surnamed Mark. 
But what are we to do with the Old Testament per- 
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sonages bearing this name? What with those who 
are mentioned in S. Luke's genealogy, where appa- 
rently the name occurs more than once in forms more 
or less disguised (iii. 24 (?), 27, 30) ? What with 
John i. 43, xxi. 15, 16, 17, where our English Version 
gives ' Simon son of Jona/ but where the true reading 
in the original is doubtless 'Iwawv? I do not know 
that any universal rule can be laid down; but pro- 
bably the practice, adopted by our translators, of re- 
producing the name when it occurs in the Hebrew 
form, and translating it when in the Greek, would be 
generally approved. Yet perhaps an exception might 
be made of John i. 43, xxi. 15, 16, 17, where it is ad- 
visable either in the text or in the margin to show 
the connexion of form with the Baptava of Matt. xvi. 
I7\ Again, in the English Version there is the 

^ This form 'Iwva may represent two distinct Hebrew names': (i) T\^V 

* A dove', the prophet's name, Jonah : (2) pHl^ *The grace of Jehovah,* 
Johanan or John. This last is generally written 'Iwai^ay or *I<adv7is (the 
form *l(advv7js with the double v has inferior support). Contracted it 
becomes 'Iwi'cu' or Iwfrf, the first a being liable to be slurred over in 
pronunciation, because the Hebrew accent falls on the last syllable. 
For *l(avdy see i Chron. xii. 12 (A, Iwai' K), xxvi. 3 (A), Neh. vi. 18 
(B), Ezra x. 6 (N corr. from luavav), i Esdr. ix. i (B), Luke iii. 27 
(v. 1.), iii. 30 (v. 1.) ; for 'Iwi^a, 2 Kings xxv. 23 (B), Luke iii. 30 (v. 1.). 
Thus the vlds *I(advov of S. John is equivalent to the Bapiuva of S. 
Matthew. The longer form of the name of S. Peter's father was pre- 
served also in the Gospel of the Hebrews, as we learn from a marginal 
note in an early cursive MS (see Tischendorf, J^otif. Cod, Sin. p. 58) 
on Matt xvi. 17 Bapitavd rd ^lovtaiKov vlh 'Iwovvov; and in an extant 
fragment inserted in the Latin translation of Origen in Matt. xix« 19 
(ill. p. 671 sq. ed. Delarue), but omitted in the Greek, we read 

* Simon fili Joanne, facilius est camelum etc.* From not understanding 
that the two are forms of the same name, some harmonizer devised the 
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greatest confusion in the forms of another name, Ju- 
dahf Judas, Juda, Jude. Thus the patriarch is called 
both Juda and Judah in the same context (Heb. vii. 
14, viii. 8), and Judas and Juda^ in parallel narratives 
(Matt. i. 2, 3 ; Luke iii. 33) : and again, the brother of 
Jesus is called Judas in one Evangelist (Matt. xiii. 
55) and Juda in another (Mark vi. 3). The principle 
of familiarity suggests Jude for the writer of the 
Epistle; Judah for the patriarch and the tribe and 
country named from him; and Judas for Iscariot and 
for the other less known persons bearing the name; 
while Juda, which occurs for the patriarch or tribe 
(Luke iii. 33, Heb. vii. 14, Rev. v. 5, vii. 5) and the 
country (Matt. ii. 6, Luke i. 39), as well as for other 
unknown persons (Luke iii. 26, 30), ought to disappear 
wholly. And so far as regards Judah and Judas, it 
would be well to follow this principle; but, when the 
name is used of the author of the Epistle, though 
Jude might (if it were thought fit) be retained in the 
title, yet Judas should be substituted for Jude in the 
opening verse, so as not to preclude the identification 
of this person with the Lord's brother (which is highly 
probable), or again with his namesake in S. Luke's 

statement which we find in a list of Apostles preserved in the Paris 
MSS Reg. 1 789, 1026 (quoted by Cotelier, Pair. Apost. I. p. 275), n^rpos 
KoX *Avdp4as &d€\4>olf iK irarpos 'Iwva, fiTjrpos 'IcjavvSLf or as it is otherwise 
read iK trarpos 'ludvpov, firp-pos Iwvas. Our Lord seems to allude to 
the meaning of the word in Matt. xvi. 17 'Blessed art thou Simon 
Bar Jona (Son of the Grace of God), for flesh and blood did not reveal 
it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.' There is probably a 
similar allusion in all the passages in S. John. 



Proper Names, i6i 

lists of the Apostles (which has commended itself to 
many). 

An error greater than any hitherto mentioned is 
the rendering of the female name Euodia (EuoSiai; 
Phil. iv. 2) by the masculine Euodias*; while con- 
versely it seems probable that we should render the 
name *lovviav, one of S. Paul's kinsfolk, who was 
'noted among the Apostles' (Rom. xvi. 7), by Junias 
{i,e. Junianus), not Junia. 

Whether in certain cases a name should be re- 
tained or translated, will be a matter of question; 
but no defence can be ofifered for the inconsistency of 
retaining 'Areopagus' in Acts xvii. 19 and rendering 
it *Mars-hiir three verses below. Nor again is there 
any reason why xpaviov tctto? should be translated 
* A (or the) place of a skull' in three Gospels (Matt, 
xxvii. 23, Mark xv. 22, John xix. 17), and 6 totto? 
Ka\ovfiepo(; Kpavlov 'The place which is called Cal- 
vary* in the fourth (Luke xxiii. 33)*. In all places 
where it is possible, the practice of rendering seems to 
be preferable; and by the 'Three Taverns' a fresh 
touch is added to the picture of S. Paul's journey 
(Acts xxviii. 15), which would have been yet more 
vivid if consistently therewith our translators had ren- 
dered 'ATTTTibi; ^opov ' The Market of Appius,' as it 
stands in the Geneva Version, 

1 See above, p. 128. 

■ The word * Jewry,* which was common in the older Versions for 
Judah or Judaea, has almost disappeared in the Authorized Version of 
the New Testament, but still remains in two passages (Luke xxiii. 5, 

L 
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The question between translation and reproduc- 
tion becomes more important when we turn from 
proper names to official titles and technical terms, 
such as weights, measures, and the like. In the Old 
Testament our translators have frequentiy adopted 
the former principle, e.g. bath, cor, ephah, etc: in the 
New, they almost universally adhere to the latter. 

In a Version which aims at being popular rather 
than literary, the latter course seems to be amply jus- 
tified\ Yet, when the principle is conceded, the ap- 
plication is full of difficulty. The choice very often 
lies between giving a general expression which con- 
veys no very definite idea, and adopting some tech- 
nical term which is precise enough to the English 
ear but suggests a conception more or less at vari- 
ance with the original. 

How, for instance, are we to treat avBinrajo^} 



John vil i). In Dan. v. 13 *The children of the captivity of Judah» 
whom the king my father brought out of Jewry', the same word in the 
original is rendered both *Judah' and * Jewry '. 

^ At all events, whichever course is adopted, it should be carried out 
consistently. Thus there is no reason why 'Pa/8/3i should be sometimes 
reproduced in the English Version (Matt, xxiii. 7, 8, John i. 39, 50, 
iii. 2, 26, vi. 25) and sometimes rendered 'Master* (Matt. xxvi. 35, 49, 
Mark ix. 5, xi. 21, xiv. 45, John iv. 31, ix. 2, xi. 8), or in like manner 
why 'PajS/Sow/, which only occurs twice, should be once translated 
'Lord' (Mark x. 51) and once retained (Joh. xx. 16). 

In the same way the word Tctcrxa, which is generally rendered * Pass- 
over', is represented once and once only by * Easter' (Acts xii. 4). 
This is a remnant of the earlier Versions in which vd<rxp. is commonly 
translated so, even in such passages as Luke xxii. 1 17 ioprri tw d^fuav 
17 \eyofxip7j trdffxa * which is called Easter ', where however the Geneva 
and Bishops' Bibles substitute ' Passover '. 
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Wycliffe reproduced the Latin 'proconsur. The 
earlier Versions of the Reformed Church generally 
give ' ruler of the county/ ' ruler'. The Authorized 
Version adopts the rendering of the Geneva and 
Bishops' Bibles, 'deputy of the country', 'deputy'. 
This last has now nothing to recommend it. In the 
1 6th century, when the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland was 
styled Deputy, the word would convey a sufficiently 
precise idea; but now it suggests a wrong concep- 
tion, if it suggests any at all. What sense, for instance, 
can an English reader attach to the words ' The law 
is open, and there are deputies^ (Acts xix. 38), which 
in the Authorized Version are given as the rendering 
of arjopaioi ayoirrat^ koI dvdviraroi elaiv} The term 
which in the 19th century corresponds most nearly 
to the deputy of 1 6th is lieutenant-governor^ and in- 
deed the Geneva Testament did in one passage (Acts 
xviii. 12) translate dvQxmaTo^ by 'lieutenant of the 
country', but this rendering was dropped in the Ge- 
neva Bible, and not taken up again. To this pre- 
cise language however exception might be taken; 
and if so, we should be obliged to fall back on some 
general term, such as 'governor,' 'chief-magistrate,' 
or the like. With the rendering of Ypa/i/iareiJ?, * town- 
clerk,' in Acts xix. 35, I should not be disposed to 

^ Why the slovenly translation 'the law is open* should have been 
allowed to remain it is difficult to see. In the margin our translators 
suggest *the court days are kept'. They would have earned our 
gratitude if in this and other cases they had acted with more boldness 
and placed in the text the more correct renderings which they have been 
content to suggest in the margin. 

L2 
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find fault, for it is difficult to suggest a more exact 
equivalent. In the context of the same passage how- 
ever (ver. 31) an English reader would not under- 
stand that the 'rulers of Asia' were officers appointed 
to preside at the festivals, and perhaps 'presidents of 
Asia' might be substituted with advantage (for the 
word occurs in the English Bible), though it is im- 
possible entirely to remove an obscurity which exists 
also in the Greek ^Aaidpxv':- I^ Rom. xvi. 23 the 
substitution of 'treasurer' for 'chamberlain' in the 
rendering of 6 olKovofio^ rrj^ TroXe©? would be an im- 
provement; for 'treasurer' again is a good Biblical 
word, and we do not use * chamberlain' to describe 
such an officer as is here intended\ 

On the whole however the rendering of official 
titles in our Version is fairly adequate and cannot be 
much improved. If there is occasionally some incon- 
sistency and want of method, as for instance when 
'Xps^lafyxp^ is translated ' chief-captain' and e/caTovrap- 
Xo^ reproduced as 'centurion' in the same context' 
(Acts xxi. 31, 32, xxii. 24 — 26, xxiii. 17 — 23), still 
these renderings have established a prescriptive right, 
and an adequate reason must be shown for disturb- 
ing them. In Acts xvi. 35, 38, pa^SSoiJ^ot 'lictors' 
is well rendered 'sergeants'; and in xxviii. 16 the 
translation of aTpaToireBdpxV'^f the prcefectus prcetoriOy 

* Wycliffe has 'treasurer': the Rheims Version 'cofferer': while 
the Versions of the Reformed Church render it 'chamberlain'. 

* Some of the older Versions translate the words 'upper* or 'high 
captain,' and 'under captain,' respectively. 
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as 'captain of the guard* is a great improvement on' 
the less precise renderings of the earlier Versions; 
* chief-captain of the host' (Tyndale, Great Bible, Bi- 
shops'), 'chief-captain' (Coverdale), 'general captain* 
(Geneva); and with the addition of one word might 
very well stand, 'chief-captain (or captain-general) of 
the guard.' On the other hand in Mark vi. 27 crTre- 
KovXaroap, which signifies 'a soldier of the guard*, 
should not have been rendered 'executioner* (in the 
earlier Versions it is 'hangman*), for this term de- 
scribes a mere accident of his office. 

But if official titles are on the whole fairly ren- 
dered, this is not the case with another class of tech- 
nical terms, denoting coins, weights, and measures. 

As regards coins, the smaller pieces are more ade- 
quately translated than the larger. No better ren- 
dering than ' mite' is possible for Xeinovy or than ' far- 
thing* for KohpavTT)^ 'quadrans*; and the relation of 
the two coins is thus preserved (Mark xii. 42 'Kenrra 
Brio, o ioTLV KoZpavrt)^), But from this point the inade- 
quacy and inconsistency begin. Why aaadpiovy the 
late Greek diminutive used for the as, of which there- 
fore the KohpavTir}<; is a fourth part, should still be 
translated a farthing^ (which elsewhere represents 
KoSpdvrrj^;) rather than a penny, it is difficult to see 
(Matt. X. 29, Luke xii. 6). And, as we advance in 
the scale, the disproportion between the value of the 

* In Matth. x. 29 the Geneva Testament (1557) had rendered 
dffirdpiov by a half' penny (as Wyclifie), and similarly 5i/o daadpia in 
Luke xii. 6 by ?i penny. The rest give it a farthing, as in the A. V. 
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•original coin and the English substitute increases. 
Thus the denarius^ a silver piece of the value origi- 
nally of ten and afterwards of sixteen ases, is always 
rendered a penny. Its absolute value, as so much 
weight in metal, is as nearly as possible the same as 
the French franc. Its relative value, as a purchasing 
power, in an age and a country where provisions were 
much cheaper was considerably more. Now, it so 
happens that in almost every case where the word 
Bfjvdpiov occurs in the New Testament it is connected 
with the idea of a liberal or large amount; and yet 
in these passages the English rendering names a sum 
which is absurdly small. Thus the Good Samaritan, 
whose generosity is intended to appear throughout, 
on leaving takes out *two pence' and gives them to 
the innkeeper to supply the further wants of the 
wounded man. Thus again the owner of the vine- 
yard, whose liberality is contrasted with the niggardly 
envious spirit, the 'evil eye' of others, gives, as a 
day's wages, a penny to each man. It is unnecessary 
to ask what impression the mention of this sum will 
leave on the minds of an uneducated peasant or shop- 
keeper of the present day. Even at the time when 
our Version was made and when wages were lower, 
it must have seemed wholly inadequate*. The in- 

^ The rendering *a penny' was probably handed down in this familiar 
parable from the time when this sum would be no inadequate remunera- 
tion for a day's labour ; tut long before the Versions of the Reformed 
Church were made, this had ceased to be the case. Even in Henry 
the VIII th*s reign a labourer earned from sixpence to eightpence a 
day (Froude I. p. ^9 sq.); though after the Restoration the rate of 
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adequacy again appears, though not so prominently, 
in the two hundred pence, the sum named as insuf- 
ficient to supply bread to the five thousand (Mark vi., 
37, John vi. 7), and similarly in other cases (e.g. 
Mark xiv. 5, John xii. 5, Luke vii. 41). Lastly, 
in the Book of the Revelation (vi. 6) the announce- 
ment, which in the original implies famine prices, 
is rendered in our English Version, 'A measure of 
wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley 
for a penny.' The fact is that the word xoti/^, 
here translated 'measure*, falls below the amount 
of a quart, while the word Brjvapiov, here trans- 
lated 'a penny', approaches towards the value of 
a shilling. To the English reader the words must 
convey the idea of enormous plenty^ Another word 
drachma occurs in the parable of the lost money in 
S. Luke XV. 8, 9, where it is translated //Vc^ of silver. 
Yet the Greek drachma is so nearly equal in value 
to the Roman denarius, that it may be questioned 
whether the same coin is not meant by both terms*; 

wages does not seem to have advanced much upon this amount (see 
Macaulay I. p. 413). 

^ A * measure* in some parts of England is or was equivalent to Win- 
chester busheL At all events it would suggest a large rather than a 
small quantity. 

• See Plin. N, H, xxi. 109 * Drachma Attica denarii argentei habet 
pondus.' This parable does not occur in S. Matthew and S. Mark, 
and must have been derived by S. Luke from some independent 
source. Hence, as addressing Greek readers chiefly, he would not 
unnaturally name a Greek coin in preference. Similarly it was seen 
above (p. 112) that dpeu'i^ is confined to S. Luke in that portion of his 
narrative which does not run parallel with the other two Evangelists. 
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and, if piece of silver or silver-piece is a reasonable 
transition of drachma, it might very well be em- 
ployed to render denarius. Again, in the incident 
relating to the tribute-money (Matt. xvii. 24 sq.) 
mention is made of two different coins or sums of 
money, the didrachma and the stater^ the latter being 
double of the former; and this relation of value is 
important, and should have been preserved if possible, 
because it explains our Lord's words, 'Take it (the 
stater) and give unto them/^r me and for thee' In 
our Version however didrachma is rendered * tri- 
bute-money, tribute,' and stater ' a piece of money/ 
Of larger amounts mina (/ii/a) is translated a 'pound * 
in one parable (Luke xix. 13)^; while in two others 
(Matt, xviii. 24 sq., xxv. 14 sq.) talent is allowed 
to stand. From the latter of these comes the second- 
ary metaphorical sense of the word ' talent,' which 
has entirely superseded the literal meaning in com- 
mon language. 

The treatment of measures again is extremely 
loose. The fierfyrjTij*: indeed is fairly rendered 'firkin' 
in John ii. 6; and the modius appears as 'bushel' (Matt. 
V. 15, Mark iv. 21, Luke xi. 33), where the English 
measure, though greatly in excess of the Latin, which 
is about a peck, may nevertheless remain undisturbed, 
since nothing depends on exactness. With these ex- 

* The Wycliffite Versions have 'besaunt* for fiya here ; but the care- 
lessness with which the word is used appears from the fact that they 
employ it also to render drachma on the one hand (Luke xv, 8) and 
tdentum on the other (Matt, xviii. 34 (v. 1.), xxv. i6). 
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ceptions, the one word 'measure' is made to do duty 
for all the terms which occur in the original. Thus 
in Rev. vi. 6, already quoted, it stands for a ^omf, 
something under a quart; and in other passages it 
represents not less than three Hebrew measures, the 
adrov or seah (Matt. xiii. 33, Luke xiii. 21), the /Saro?, 
the bath or ephah, and the Kopo^;, the cor or homer 
(both in Luke xvi. 6, 7), though the seah is one-third 
of the bath, and the bath one-tenth of the cor. In the 
former of these two passages from the Gospels accu- 
racy is unimportant, for the 'three measures of meal' 
in the parable will tell their tale equally, whatever 
may be the contents of the measure: though even 
here we may regret that our translators deserted the 
more precise * peck,' which they found in some of the 
older Versions. But in Luke xvi. 6, 7, where the 
datA and the cor are mentioned in the same context, 
they should certainly be distinguished. The Kopoi 
alrov might very well be rendered 'quarters of wheat' 
with Tyndale and several of the older Versions. 
For the fidrot iXaiov it is more difficult to find an 
equivalent: Wycliffe renders ^cltov^ by 'barrels'; the 
Rheims Version by 'pipes.' In Rev. vi. 6 it is still 
more important to aim at precision, because the ex- 
tremity of the famine only appears when the proper 
relation between the measure and the price is pre- 
served. Here yo^^^^ might very well be translated 
'a quart.' 
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§7. 

This discussion has been occupied hitherto with 
questions affecting the correctness of our Version, as 
representing the Greek. It remains to consider the 
English in itself, as a literary production rather than 
as a translation, and to ask how far it is capable of 
amendment from this point of view. 

And here I certainly am not disposed to dissent 
from the universal verdict, in which those least dis- 
posed to stubborn conservatism have most heartily 
concurred, and which has been reasserted only the 
more emphatically since the question of revision was 
started. But those who having studied our English 
Version most carefully, and therefore have entered 
most fully into its singular merits, will be the least 
disposed to deny that here and there the reviser's 
hand may be employed with advantage. 

Under this head the archaisms demand to be 
considered first. Whatever may have been the feel- 
ing in generations past, there is no disposition in the 
present age to alter the character of our Version. 
The stately rhythm and the archaic colouring are 
alike sacred in the eyes of all English-speaking peo- 
ples. On the other hand it must be borne in mind 
that our Version addresses itself not to archaeolo- 
gists and critics, but to plain folk. And these two 
considerations combined should guide the pen of the 
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reviser. So long as an archaism is intelligible, let it 
by all means be retained. If it is misleading or am- 
biguous or inarticulate, the time for removing it has 
come. 

As examples of innocent archaisms we might 
quote 'bewray,' 'despite,' 'list,' 'strait,' 'travail,' 
* twain,' and hundreds of others. Whether it would 
be necessary to wring the heart of the archaeologist 
by removing 'all to brake' and 'earing,' we need 
not stop to consider, as they do not occur in the 
New Testament. 

If on the other hand I were asked to point out a 
guilty archaism, I should lay my finger at once on 
the translation of ficpi/ipav in Matt. vi. 25, 31, 34, firj 
fi€pvfjLvaT€ TTf '^v^ ifjLwv TL <f>ayrjT€ ' Take no tliought 
for your life, what ye shall eat,' ^r) ficpiiJ^vr^a^e Xiyov^ 
T€9 Tt ^aya)fJL€v ' Take no thought saying What shall 
we ea't ?', fiyj fiepcfivi^a-TjTe ek rrfv aipiov ' Take no 
thought for the morrow.' I have heard of a political 
economist alleging this passage as an objection to 
the moral teaching of the Sermon on the Mount on 
the ground that it encouraged, nay commanded, a 
reckless neglect of the future. I have known of 
cases in which scrupulous consciences have been 
troubled by language seeming to condemn their 
most reasonable acts of care and forethought ; of 
others in which religious persons have been misled by 
this paramount authority (as it seemed to be) into a 
systematic improvidence. A knowledge of the Greek 
would have shown that it is not reasonable fore- 
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thought but distress and anxiety about the future 
which our Lord forbids ; for this, and not less than 
this, is the force of fiipi^ivay as may be seen from 
such passages as l Pet. v. 7 iraa-av ttjv fi'epifivav ifi&v 
iiripiy^avTe^ iir avTOv, or* avT^ fiiXet wepl Vfiwv, 
where the distinction of fiepifiva and fieXetv is signi- 
ficant, though effaced in our English Version, ' Cast- 
ing all your care upon Him, for He careth for you.' 
A study of English archaisms again would have 
taught that our translators did not intend what 
they seem to say, for to 'take thought' in the 
old language meant to distress or trouble oneself \ 
But the great mass of people have neither the time 
nor the opportunity, even if they had the capacity, 
for such investigations. This archaism therefore is 
one which at all hazards should disappear in any 
revision of the English Bible. For 'take no thought' 
some have suggested * be not careful.' But this, 
though an improvement, is very far from adequate. 
Y ox carefulness, though in the i6th and 17th centuries 
it might be a term of reproof^ in the modern Ian- 

^ e.g. I Sam. ix. 5, 'Come, and let us return, lest my father... /tf^<r 

thought for us', where the Hebrew verb is iKl, which Gesenius renders 

sollicitus fuUf anxie timuiL *To die of thought' in the old language 

was to die heart-broken. On this archaism see Trench Authorized 

Version p. 14, Wright Bible Word-Book s. v. 

* In fact it is used more than once to translate this very word fidpi/jvay 
e.g. I Cor. vii. 32 *I would have you without carefulness^ i.e, anxiety 
{0{K(a irfias dfieptfiPovs elyai)^ Phil. iv. 6 *Be carefiU for nothing* (jijjdiv 

fl€plfiy8,T€). 

Latimer Serm. p. 400 (quoted in Wright's Bible Word-Book s. v.) 
speaks of *this wicked carefulness', an expression which in the modern 
language would be a contradiction in terms. 
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guage almost always implies commendation. In fact 
it is an archaism open to the same misapprehension, 
though not to the same degree, as ' take no thought.* 
'Be not anxious' or *be not troubled' would adequately 
express the original. The word ' anxious', it is true, 
does not occur in our English Bible, but this is one 
of those rare instances where our new revisers might 
well assume the liberty, which the authors of the 
Received Version certainly claimed and exercised 
before them, of introducing a new word, where the 
language has shifted and no old word conveys the 
exact meaning. 

But though 'take no thought' is the worst of- 
fender of all, yet other archaisms might with advan- 
tage be removed. We may suspect that many an 
Englishman, when he hears of Zacharias 'asking for a 
writing table (Luke i. 63),' conceives a notion very 
different from the Evangelist's own meaning. We 
have heard how the enquiring school-boy has been 
perplexed at reading that S. Paul and his companions 
* fetched a compass* when they set sail from Syracuse 
(Acts xxviii. 13), not being able to reconcile this 
statement with the date given for the invention of 
this instrument. We can well imagine that not a 
few members of an average congregation, when the 
incident in the synagogue at Nazareth is read and 
they hear that the book, when closed, is handed 'to 
the minister' (Luke iv. 20), do not carry away quite 
the correct idea of the person intended by this 
expression. We must have misgivings whether our 
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Lord's injunction to the disciples to 'take no scrip* with 
them, or S. Luke's statement that the Apostle's com- 
pany * took up their carriages and went up to Jerusa- 
lem' (Acts xxi. is), are universally understood. We 
may feel quite certain that the great majority of read- 
ers do not realise the fact (for how should they ?) that 
by the highest and the lowest rooms in the parable 
are meant merely the places or seats^ at the top or 
bottom of the same table, and that therefore the invi- 
tation to *go up higher' does not imply mounting 
a staircase to a more dignified reception-room in the 
upper storey. We find that even a scholarly divine* 
argues from S. Paul's language (i Tim. v. 4) the duty 
incumbent not only on children but even on nepJiews 
of providing for their aged relations, and finding this 
we can hardly expect illiterate persons to know that 
in the old language nephew signifies grandchild. 

Among these misleading archaisms the word coast 
for 'border' or 'region' is perhaps the most frequent. 
It would be unreasonable to expect the English 
reader to understand that when S. Paul 'passes 
through the upper coasts^ (ra avwrepiKa fiiprj) on his way 
to Ephesus (Acts xix. i), he does in fact traverse 
the* high land which lies in the interior of Asia 
Minor. Again in the Gospels, when he reads of our 



^ Again in i Cor. xiv. 16 *He that occupieth the room of the un- 
learned', a double archaism obscures the sense of the original 6 
dvairXrjpuiv rw r&irov *He ihoX-filleth the placed 

2 Blunt Church of the First Three Centuries p. 27; see Trench's 
Authorized Version p. 18. 
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Lord visiting * the coasts of Tyre and Sidon' (Matt. 
XV. 21, Mark vii. 31), he naturally thinks of the sea- 
board, knowing these to be maritime cities, whereas 
the word in one passage stands for ^lepri * parts,' and 
in the other for opui 'borders,' and the circumstances 
suggest rather the eastern than the western frontier 
of the region. And perhaps also his notions of the 
geography of Palestine may be utterly confused by 
reading that Capernaum is situated *upon the sea- 
coast' (Matt. iv. 13). 

Then again, how is such a person to know that 
when S. Paul condemns 'debate' together with envy, 
wrath, murder, and the like (Rom. i. 29, 2 Cor. xii. 
20), he denounces not discussion, but contention, strife 
(€/}t9) ; or that when he says, * If any man have a 
quarrel against any* (Col. iii. 13), he means a com- 
plaint (querela), the original being exv M'^f^i>^^l ^^ 
that, when S. James writes ' Grudge not one against 
another' (v. 9), the word signifies ' murmur' or * be- 
moan' (oTei^afere) ? Even if he is aware that 'wicked 
lewdness^ (Acts xviii. 14) does not signify gross sen- 
suality, will he also know conversely that by 'the 
hidden things of dishonesty' (2 Cor. iv. 2) the Apostle 
means not fraudulence, want of probity, but ' secret 
deeds of shame' {jaXaywq^y, If context and com- 
mon sense alike teach him that the 'highminded- 
ness' which S. Paul more than once condemns (v-^- 
Xoippovelv, Rom. xi. 20, I Tim. vi. 17; TeTv<f>a)fiivoi, 
2 Tim. iii. 4) is not what we commonly understand 
by the term, will he also understand that the ' mali- 
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ciousness* which is denounced alike by S. Paul (Rom. 
i. 29 'full of maliciousness') and S. Peter (i Pet 11. 
16 'not using your liberty for a cloak of malicious- 
ness') does not denote one special form of evil, but 
the vicious character generally (ica/icta) ? 

Again, the expressions instantly and by and by 
may be taken in connexion, as being nearly allied. 
Yet in Biblical language neither signifies what it 
would signify to ourselves. Instantly has not a tem- 
poral sense at all, but means 'urgently,* as in Luke vii. 
4, *They besought him ittstantly ((TTrouSaiW)': while 
on the other hand by and by^ having a temporal sense, 
denotes not deferred but immediate action, standing 
most frequently for ex)Qv^ or eu^e©? and therefore cor- 
responding to the modern sense of instantly. Thus 
in the Greek of the parable of the sower the instan* 
taneous welcome of the word has its counterpart in 
the instantaneous apostasy under persecution (Matt, 
xiii. 20, 21) €v6v^ fi€Ta ')(apa<i \afi^dv<ov avTOv, ev0if<i 
orKavBaXc^eTat; but in the English Version this ap- 
pears, * Anon with joy receiveth it/ 'By and by he is 
offended'; where partly through the archaisms and 
partly through the change of words the expressiveness 
of the original is seriously blunted. 

The passage last quoted contains another archa- 
ism, which is a type of a whole class. Words derived 
from the Latin and other foreign languages being 
comparatively recent had very frequently not arrived 
at their ultimate sense when our Version was made, 
and were more liable to shift their meaning than 



A rchaisms. 177 

others. We have witnessed this phenomenon in 
instantly^ and the same was also the case with offendy 
offence. ' If thy right eye offend thee/ ' Woe unto him 
through whom the offences come,' do not convey to 
any but the educated reader the idea which they 
were intended to express. By substituting 'cause to 
offend' (or perhaps * cause to stumble' or *to fall') for 
* offend,' we may in passages where the verb occurs 
bring out the idea more clearly; but in the case of 
the substantive the right of prescription and the diffi- 
culty of finding an equivalent may plead for the re- 
tention of the word. But where other Latinisms are 
concerned, no such excuse can be pleaded. Thus, 
'Occupy till I come' [irpwyiMarevacbaOey Luke xix. 
13) is quite indefensible. Wycliffe has marchaundise\ 
Purvey chaffer \ Tyndale buy and sell\ and it is diffi-- 
cult to see why a word should have been substituted 
in the later Bibles, which must (one would think) 
have appeared novel and affected at the time, and 
which has changed its meaning since. I have sug- 
gested * Trade ye* above (p. 42). Another example 
is 'O generation (yei/i^rj/iara) of vipers,' which the 
English reader inevitably takes to be a parallel ex- 
pression to 'a wicked and adulterous generation 
{r^evea)y though the Greek words are quite different, 
and generation in the first passage signifies * offspring' 
or 'brood' — ^two good old English words, either of 
which might advantageously be substituted for it. 
Another is the rendering of Acts xvii. 23, 'As I passed 
by and beheld your devotions* {a-e/Sda/jLara), where 

M 
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'your devotions' is not a misrendering but an ar- 
chaism, signifying * the objects of your worship/ 'your 
gods or idols.' Other instances again are i Tim. iii. 
13, 'They that have used the office of a deacon well, 
purchase {TrepiTrovovvrai) to themselves a good degree/ 
where the idea of traffic suggested by the modern 
use of the word is alien to the passage; and Matt. xvii. 
25, 'When he was gone into the house, Jesus /r^- 
vented {^pok^Qaa^) him, ' Saying, what thinkest thou, 
Simon?*, in which passage at all events the original 
meaning of 'prevent' would not suggest itself to the 
English reader. In both cases we might with advan- 
tage recur to the renderings of Tyndale, 'get' for 'pur- 
chase/ and 'spake first' for 'prevented.' 

From the word last mentioned we pass not un- 
naturally to the verb which it has supplanted. To 
prevent has taken the place of to let^ meaning to check, 
to hinder, while this latter verb has become obsolete 
in this sense. Unnecessary and unadvisable as it 
would be to alter this archaism in such phrases as 
'Sore let and hindered in running the race that is 
set before us,' where it cannot mislead, its occur- 
rence in the New Testament is not always free from 
objection. In 2 Thess. ii. 7, for instance-r-a passage 
difficult enough without any artificial obscurities — 'He 
who now lettethy will let^ should not be allowed to stand. 

Not very dissimilar to the last instance is the 
ambiguity of 'go about/ used in our Version as a 
common rendering of fr/retz/. In such passages as 
John vii. 19, 20, ' Why ^^ ye about to kill me?' 'Who 
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goeth about to kill thee?', Acts xxi. 31 'As they wmt 
about to kill him/ it can hardly occur to the English 
reader that nothing more is meant than ' seek to kill/ 
as the same phrase fiyreiz/ airoKrelvau is translated 
elsewhere, and even in the very context of the first 
passage (John vii. 25). In Acts xxiv. 5, 6, again the 
misunderstanding is rendered almost inevitable by 
the context, 'A mover of sedition among all the Jews 
throughout the world... who also hath gone about to 
profane the temple* ; where the expression represents 
another verb similar to l^r^Telv in meaning, to iepov 

After disposing of the archaisms, little remains to 
be said about the English of our Version. There are 
however some ambiguities of translation which arise 
from other causes. Thus Ephes. vi. 12 'Against spi- 
ritual wickedness in high places^ (irpo^ ra irvevfiuTiKa rfj^ 
irovrjpla^i ev roh iirovpaviocs;), where the English reader 
is led to think of vice in persons of rank and station ; 
Phil. iii. 14 ' The prize of your high calling (7^9 avco 
K\rj(Te(o^)y where the English epithet rather suggests 
quality than locality as the original requires ; Col. iii. 
8 * "Rut nov7 you also/^/^ all these' {vvv\ Be amoQecde 
Koi vfjL€L<; TO, iravra), where the sentence appears to be 
indicative instead of imperative; i Tim. iii. 16 'And 
witJiout controversy {ofiokor^ovfikvm) great is the mys- 
tery of godliness,' where the meaning of ' controversy' 
is ambiguous, and where the older Versions translated 
ofjLoXoyovfiipax; 'without nay' or 'without doubt'; Heb. 
v. 2 'On the ignorant and on them that are out of the 

M2- 
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way {to2<; ayvoovai koI TrXavcD/jiivoisi), where the repe- 
tition of the preposition leads the English reader still 
further away from the proper sense of mXavcofjiivoi^;; 
Heb. V. 12, 'For when for the time ye ought to be 
teachers' {kcX ^ap l^eiKovref; elvai SiBdaKaXot SiA top 
Xpovov), where without the Greek no one would ima- 
gine that ' for the time' means * by reason of the long 
period of your training' ; Apoc. iv. 1 1 ' For thy plea- 
sure they are and were created (ewrl kolI iKTi<Td7)aav^)\ 
where are reads as an auxiliary. In all such cases 
(and many other examples might be given) the 
remedy is easy. 

The great merit of our Version is its truly English 
character — ^the strength and the homeliness of its lan- 
guage. Its authors were fully alive to the importance 
of preserving this feature, as impressed upon the Eng- 
lish Bible by Tyndale, and set their faces resolutely 
against the Latinisms to which the Rheims Version 
had attempted to give currency*. In this they were 
eminently successful, as a rule ; and it is only to be 
regretted that they allowed themselves occasionally 
to depart from their principle where there was no 
adequate need. The word occupy, which I have al- 
ready considered from a different point of view, is 
an illustration. Another is addict in i Cor. xvi. 15, 

^ So the received text : but the correct reading is ^<rav for €l<rL 
* In this Version I open a chapter accidently (Ephes. iv) and find 
'donation of Christ*, 'inferior parts*, 'doctors', 'circumvention of 
errour*, 'juncture of subministration', 'vanity of their sense', 'irnpu- 
dicity,' 'contristate'. Yet it was published nearly thirty years before the 
Authorized Version, 
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*They have addicted themselves (era^av iavTov<;) to 
the ministry of the Saints/ which rendering seems to 
have been introduced first in the Bishops' Bible, and 
cannot be considered an improvement on the Geneva 
Version, 'They have given themselves to minister 
unto the Saints/ A more flagrant instance is 2 Con 
IX. 13, where a concurrence of Latinisms obscures the 
sense and mars the English, 'By the experiment of 
this ministration they glorify God for your professed 
subjection unto the Gospel of Christ,' where ' experi- 
ment' and 'professed' ought at all events to be al- 
tered as they have shifted their meaning, and where 
for once the Rheims Version gives purer English, 
' By the proof of this ministry glorifying God in the 
obedience of your confession unto the Gospel of 
Christ' {Bca T/J9 Soki/mtj^ t^9 Scaxovia^ ravrrj^ So^d^ovT€<i 
Tov ©€01/ iirl rfi iirorar/y t^9 ojJLoKo^ia^ vjjl&v eU to 
evayyiXiov tov Xpiarov), 

A fault of another kind is translating o^eXoi/ ' I 
would to God* (i Cor. iv. 8), though the earlier Ver- 
sions all give it so, with the exception of Wycliffe 
whose simpler rendering ' I would' might be adopted 
with advantage. In this case the introduction of the 
Divine name is hardly defensible. In the case of /ij) 
yipoLTo ' God forbid,' the difficulty of finding another 
idiomatic rendering may possibly excuse it. Yet 
even here we cannot but regret a rendering which in- 
terferes so seriously with the argument, as it presents 
itself to the English reader, in such passages as Rom. 
iii. 4, 6, ' God forbid; yea, let God be true' {fit) yepoLTo, 
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^ivkcOfo Be 6 S€09 dXffOi^)' * God forbid, for then how 
shall God judge the world {fifj yipoiTo, CTrel ircS? Kpivei 

6 0609 TOP KOa-fJLOVy 

I shall pass over instances of careless grammar 
in the English, because these are not numerous and 
have been dealt with elsewhere. But it may be worth 
while to point out inadvertences of another kind ; 
where the same word is twice rendered in the English 
Version, or where conversely the same English 
word is made to do duty for two Greek words. Of 
the latter, examples occur in John xi. 14 ' T/ten (rore 
ovp) said Jesus unto them plainly,' where *then' 
stands for two words, 'then' local and 'then' argu- 
mentative; or Rom. vi. 21 'What fruit had ye tAefi 
{rlpa OVP KapTTOP etx^re totc) in those things whereof 
ye are now ashamed?', where exactly the same error 
is committed. Of the converse error — ^the double ren- 
dering of the same word — ^we have an instance in 
James v. 16, iroXv layvei Berjai.^ SiKaiov ipepyovfiimf, 
'The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much,' where the word 'effectual' is worse 
than superfluous. This last rendering I am disposed 
to ascribe to carelessness in correcting the copy for 
the press. The word would be written down on the 
copy of the Bishops' Bible which the revisers used, 
either as a tentative correction or an accidental gloss; 
and, not having been erased before the copy was sent 
to the press, would appear in the text\ 

^ In the Bishops' Bible, which the translators had before them, the 
passage runs *the fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth mi^ch*. 



Errors of the Press. 1 8 



^ 



To the same cause also we may perhaps ascribe 
the rendering of l Cor. xiv. 23, kav ovv avviKdrj ?; 
ifCK\r)ala 8X17 iwl rb avro. In the Bishops' Bible this 
stands, ' If therefore all the Church be come together 
into one place/ but in the Authorized, ' If therefore 
the whole Church be come together into so^ne place/ 
I presume that the revisers intended to alter *one* 
into 'the same/ but that this correction was indis- 
tinctly made, and being confused with the other cor- 
rection in the same clause which required a transpo- 
sition of ' the,' led to the error which stands in our 
text. What misconception may arise from a mere 
error of the press, appears from the often discussed 
phrase, 'Strain atSL gnat'; where unquestionably our 
translators intended to retain the rendering of the 
earlier Versions, .' Strain out a gnat', and the existing 
text can only be explained as a misprint. Indeed 
the printing of the edition of 161 1 is very far from 
correct ; and if pur present Bibles for the most part 
deserve praise for great accuracy, we owe this to the 
fact that the text of this first edition was not regarded 
as sacred or authoritative, but corrections were freely 
introduced afterwards wherever a plain error was de- 
tected. Thus in Exod. xxxviii. ii ^ Hoopes of the 
pillars' has been altered into ^ hooks of the pillars '; in 

The only fact connected with previous Versions which I can discover as 
throwing any light on the insertion of this word 'effectual' is a marginal 
note in Tomson's New Testament, printed with the Geneva Bible; 
' He commendeth prayers by the effects that come of them, that all men 
may understand that there is nothing more effectual than they are, so 
that they proceed from a pure mind\ 
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Isaiah xlix. 20 ' The place is too straight' into * The 
place is too strait* \ in Hos. vi. 5 * Shewed them by 
the prophets' (where the word 'shewed' was evi- 
dently introduced by an ingenious compositor who 
did not understand the correct text) into * Hewed 
them by the prophets'; in Ecclus. xliv. S * Rejected 
verses' into * recited verses'; and the like. In the 
headings of the chapters too some curious errors in 
the edition of 161 1 were afterwards corrected; e.g. 
2 Sam. xxiv, ^eleven thousand' into * thirteen hundred 
thousand,* i Cor. v, 'shamed' into ' shunned V Nay, 
in some passages the changes made in later editions 
are even bolder than this ; as for instance in i Tim. i. 4, 
olfcoSofjLiav [the correct reading is oiKovofilav] &€ov rrjv 
ev TTtaTei * Edifying which is in faith/ the word &€ov 
by some inadvertence was untranslated in the edition 
of 161 1, and so it remained for many years after- 
wards, until in the Cambridge edition of 1638 'godly* 
was inserted after the earlier Versions, and this has 
held its ground ever since*. As this wise liberty was so 

* The corrections in Ecclus. xliv. 5, 1 Sam. xxiv, were made in 161 2 : 
those in Exod. xxxviii. 11, Is. xlix. 90, Hos. vi. 5, i Cor. v, in 1613. 
A number of errors however still remained, which were removed from 
time to time in later editions. The edition of 16 13, though it corrected 
some blunders, was grossly inaccurate, as may be seen from the colla- 
tion with the edition of 16 11, prefixed to the Oxford reprint of the 
latter (1833). 

• I owe this fact, which has probably been noticed elsewhere, to 
some valuable MS notes of the late Prof. Grote on the printing of the 
English Bible. The error may be explained by supposing that the word 
* godly' was struck out in the copy of the Bishops* Bible altered for 
the press, while the proposed substitution was omitted to be made or 
was made in such a way that it escaped the eye of the compositor. 
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freely exercised in other cases, it is strange that the 
obvious misprint 'strained af should have survived 
the successive revisions of two centuries and a half. 

While speaking of errors and corrections of the 
press, it may be worth while in passing to observe 
how this license of change has affected the ortho- 
graphy. It would be a surprise to an English reader 
now to find in his Bible such words as aliant, causey, 
charet, cise, crudle, damosell, fauchion, fet, fift, flixe, 
iland, mids, moe, monethes, neesing, oweth (Lev. xiv. 
35 for *owneth'), price (Phil. iii. 14 for 'prize'), re- 
nowme, etc. While these have been altered into 
alien, causeway, chariot, size, curdle, damsel, falchion, 
fetched, fifth, flux, island, midst, more, months, own- 
eth, prize, renown, respectively, a capricious conserva- 
tism has retained the archaic spelling in other cases, 
such as fat, fetches, graff, hoise, pilled, strawed, 
throughly, for vat, vetches, graft, hoist, pealed, strewed, 
thoroughly. In some cases this caprice appears in the 
same word; thus neesings is retained in Job xli, 18, 
while sneezed is substituted for neesed in 2 Kings iv. 35. 
This license has had its disadvantages as well as its 
advantages; if the substitution of 'its' for 'it' (Lev. 
XXV. 5, 'it owne accord' i6ii*) was imperatively de- 
manded by the change in the language, the alteration 
of shamefast, shamefastness' into ' shamefaced, shame- 
facedness* is unfortunate, as suggesting a wrong deri- 
vation and an inadequate meaning. Amidst all these 

» See Wright's BlUe Word^Book, s. v. lU 
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changes it is a happy accident that the genuine form 
of the name of Philemon's wife has survived, though 
the precedent of the older Versions and the authority 
of modern commentators alike would have led to the 
substitution of the Latin name ' Appia* for the Phry- 
gian 'ApphiaV 

^ In Philem. i the reading is unquestionably 'Ar^/ft, though some 
uncial MSS (of little value on a point of orthography) have d^^f^t, a 
legitimate form, or dfi^l^, a manifest corruption: the authority for 
'Aff-T^g is absolutely worthless. The fact is that this word has no con- 
nexion (except in sound) with the Roman Appia, but represents a native 
Phrygian name, which with various modifications appears again and 
again in the Phrygian inscriptions: e.g. Boeckh Corp, Ittscr. 3814 
NiUavipot Koi *A<f><pta yw^i a^roO, 3S36 'npwr6fiaxos 'A.<fi{<f>\lqi yvvatKl^ 
3932 m T^ yvvaiKl a^oO 'A[r]^5t, 3961 'Air^/a fyd? KeifMi, 3827 1 (Appx.) 
'A00£a MtpdvSpov, 3846 z (Appx.) BwXas ^AxfxfAq. ffwpiip. Frequently 
also we meet with the diminutive dlT^toy, A^wv, or d^op, as a female 
name; e. g. 3849, 3891, 3899, 3902 m, 3846 z (Appx.). The form 
'Ainri; however sometimes occurs. This word may be compared with 
other common Phrygian names, Ammia, Nania, Tatia, and the mascu- 
line Pappias or Papias. 

Not observing the Phrygian origin of the name, the commentators 
speak as though it were the feminine corresponding to the masculine in 
Acts xxviii. 15 *Airirlov 4>^po¥t and call attention to the difference in 
form, T0 for irir. All the older translations, so far as I have observed, 
print it Appia^ so that the Authorized Version stands alone in its cor- 
rectness. 
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V. 



I have attempted to show in what directions our 
English Version is capable of improvement. It will 
be necessary to substitute an amended for a faulty 
text; to remove artificial distinctions which do not 
exist in the Greek; to restore real distinctions which 
existing there were overlooked by our translators ; to 
correct errors of grammar and errors of lexicography; 
to revise the treatment of proper names and technical 
terms; and to remove a few archaisms, ambiguities, 
and faults of expression, besides inaccuracies of editor- 
ship, in the English. All this may be done without 
altering the character of the Version. 

In this review of the question I have done nothing 
more than give examples of the different classes of 
errors. An exhaustive treatment of the subject was 
impossible; and the case therefore is much stronger 
than it is here made to appear. If for instance any 
one will take the trouble to go through some one 
book of the New Testament, as the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, referring to any recent critical edition of 
the Greek text and comparing it carefully with the 
English, he will see that the faults of our Version are 
very far from being few and slight or imaginary. But 
if a fair case for revision has been made out, it still re- 
mains to ask whether there is any reasonable prospect 
of success, if the attempt be made at the present time 
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Now in one important point — perhaps the most 
important of all — the answer must, I think, be favour- 
able. Greek scholarship has never stood higher in 
England than it does at the present moment. There 
is not only a sufficient body of scholars capable of 
undertaking the work, but there is also (and this is a 
most important element in the consideration) a very 
large number besides fully competent to submit the 
work of the revisers, when completed, to a minute 
and searching criticism. And, though we may trust 
that any one who is called to take his share in the 
work, will do so with a deep sense of the responsi- 
bility of the task assigned to him, still it will be a great 
stimulus to feel that he is surrounded by competent 
critics on all sides, and a great support to be able to 
gather opinions freely from without. But I would 
venture to go a step beyond this. I should be glad to 
think my apprehensions groundless, but there is at 
least some reason to forbode that Greek scholarship 
has reached its height in England, and that hence- 
forth it may be expected to declined The clamours 
of other branches of learning — more especially of 
scientific studies — for a recognised place in general 

^ Mr Marsh (^Lectures on the English Language^ xxviii, p. 639) says 
* There is no sufficient reason to doubt that at the end of this century 
the knowledge of biblical Greek and Hebrew will be as much in 
advance of the present standard, as that standard is before the sacred 
philology of the beginning of this century.* I wish I could take this 
very sanguine view of the probable future of the Greek language in 
England : as regards the Hebrew, I have abstained from expressing an 
opinion. 
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education are growing louder and louder, and must 
make themselves heard ; and, if so, the almost exclu- 
sive dominion of the Classical languages is past. I 
need not here enter into the question whether these 
languages have or have not been overrated as an in- 
strument of education. It is sufficient to call atten- 
tion to the fact that, whether rightly or wrongly, pub- 
lic opinion is changing in this respect, and to prepare 
for the consequences. 

And, if we turn from the Greek language to the 
English, the present moment seems not unfavourable 
for the undertaking. Many grave apprehensions 
have been expressed on this point, and alarming pic- 

■ 

tures are drawn of the fatal results which will follow 
from any attempt to meddle with the pure idiom of 
our English Bible. Of the infusion of Latinisms and 
Gallicisms, with which we are threatened, I myself 
have no fear. In the last century, or in the beginning 
of the present, the danger would have been real. 
The objections urged against the language of our 
English Bible by those who then advocated revision 
are now almost incredible. The specimens which 
they offered of an improved diction of the modern 
type would appear simply ludicrous to us, if the sub- 
ject, on which the experiment was tried, had been 
less grave \ The very words which these critics 

^ See examples in Trench's Authorized Version^ p. 23 sq., and Prof. 
Plumptre's article in Smith's Dictionary of the BibUy s. v. Version, Autho- 
rised. *I remember the relief, writes Mr Matthew Arnold {Culture and 
Anarchy y p. 44), *with which after long feeling the sway of Franklin's 
imperturbable good sense, I came upon a project of his for a new 
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would have ejected from our English Bibles, as bar- 
barous or uncouth or obsolete, have again taken their 
place in our highest poetry, and even in our popular 
language. And though it is impossible that the 
nineteenth century should ever speak the language of 
the sixteenth or seventeenth, still a genuine appre- 
ciation and careful study of the Authorized Version 
and of the older translations will (we may reasonably 
hope) enable the present revisers, in the corrections 
which they may introduce, to avoid any anachronisms 
of diction which would offend the taste or jar upon 
the ear. There is all this difference between the pre- 
sent advocates of revision and the former, that now 
we reverence the language and idiom of our English 
Bibles, whereas they regarded it as the crowning 
offence which seemed most to call for amendment. 
In several instances the end may be attained by 
returning to the renderings of the earlier Versions, 
which the revisers of 161 1 abandoned. In almost 
every other case the words and even the expressions 
which the correction requires will be supplied from 
some other part of the Authorized Version itself. 
Very rare indeed are the exceptions where this assist- 
ance will fail and where it may be necessary to in- 

version of the Book of Job to replace the old version, the style of which, 
says Franklin, has become obsolete and thence less agreeable. "I 
give," he continues, **a few verses which may serve as a sample of the 
kind of version I would recommend*'....! well remember how when 
first I read that, I drew a deep breath of relief and said to m3rself : 
After all, there is a stretch of humanity beyond Franklin's victorious 
good sense.' 
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troduce a word for which there is no authority in the 
English Bibles. In these cases care must be taken 
that the word so introduced shall be in harmony with 
the general character of our Biblical diction. So 
much license the new revisers may reasonably claim 
for themselves, as it was certainly claimed by the 
revisers of 161 1. If these cautions are observed the 
Bible will still remain to future generations, what it 
has been to past — not only the store-house of the 
highest truth, but also the purest well of their native 
English. Indeed we may take courage from the fact, 
that the language of our English Bible is not the 
language of the age in which the translators lived, 
but in its grand simplicity stands out in contrast to 
the ornate and often affected diction of the literature 
of that time\ For if the retention of an older and 
better model was possible in the seventeenth century, 
it is quite as possible in the nineteenth. 

Nor again can there be any reasonable ground 
for apprehension as to the extent and character of 
the changes which may be introduced. The regula- 
tions under which the new company of revisers will 
act are a sufficient guarantee against hasty and capri- 
cious change. The language which public speakers 
and newspaper critics have held on this point would 
only then have force, if absolute power were given 
to each individual reviser to introduce all his fa- 
vourite crotchets. But any one, who has acted in 

^ See Marsh's Lectures^ p. 621 sq. 
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concert with a large number of independent men, train- 
ed apart and under separate influences, will know 
how very difficult it is to secure the consent of 
two-thirds of the whole body to any change which is 
not a manifest improvement, and how wholly impos- 
sible it would be to obtain the suffrages of this num- 
ber for a novel and questionable rendering, however 
important it might seem to its proposer. It is very 
possible that several corrections which I have sug- 
gested here may appear to others in this unfavourable 
light Indeed it is hardly probable that in all cases 
they should escape being condemned; for any one, 
interested in such a subject, is naturally led to give 
prominence to those views on which he lays stress 
himself, just because they appear to him not to have 
received proper attention from others. But if so, it is 
morally certain that they will be treated as they de- 
serve, and not suffered to disfigure the Revised Version 
as it will appear before the public. Indeed if there 
be any reasonable grounds for apprehension, the 
danger is rather that the changes introduced will be 
too slight to satisfy the legitimate demands of 
Theology and Scholarship, than that they will be 
so sweeping as to affect the character of our English 
Bible. 

Lastly ; in one respect at least the present Revi- 
sion is commenced under very auspicious circum- 
stances. There has been great liberality in inviting 
the cooperation of those Biblical scholars who are not 
members of the Anglican communion, and they on 
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their part have accorded a prompt and cheerful wel- 
come to this invitation. This is a matter for great 
thankfulness. It may be accepted as a guarantee 
that the work is undertaken .not with any narrow 
sectarian aim, but in the broad interests of truth; 
while also it is an earnest that, if the revision when 
completed recommends itself by its intrinsic merits 
(and if it does not, the sooner it is forgotten the 
better), then no unworthy jealousy will stand in the 
way of its general reception \ And meanwhile may 
we not cherish a loftier hope } Now for the first time 
the bishops of our Church and the representatives of 
our Convocation will meet at the same table with 
Nonconformist divines, and will engage in a common 
work of a most sacred kind — the interpretation of 
those Writings which all alike reverence as the source 
of their truest inspiration here and the foundation of 
their highest hopes hereafter. Is it too much to 
anticipate that by the experience of this united work 
the Christian communities in England may be drawn 
more closely together, and that, whether it succeed or 
fail in its immediate object, it may at least dissipate 
many prejudices and jealousies, may promote a 

^ *At this day,' wrote Mr Marsh in 1859, 'there could be no har- 
mony of action on this subject between different churches.... So long as 
this sectarian feeling — ^for it can be appropriately designated by no other 
term — prevails on either side ; there can be no union upon conditions 
compatible with the self-respect of the parties* (p. 641 sq.). This pre- 
liminary difficulty at least has been overcome; the 'better counsels*, of 
which this able writer seems to have despaired, have prevailed; no 
wound has been inflicted on self-respect ; and entire harmony of action 
has been attained. 

N 
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better mutual understanding, and thus by fostering 
inward sympathy may lead the way to greater out- 
ward harmony among themselves, and a more inti- 
mate union with the Divine Head ^ ? 

^ It will be remembered that this hope was expressed before the 
Revision Company had met. If I felt at liberty to modify the expres- 
sion by the light of sabeequent experience^ I should speak even more 
strongly. 
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On the Words hnovtrio^y irepiovtrioz. 

I. 

THE former of these two words, found only in 
a petition of the Lord's prayer, as given both 
by S. Matthew (vi. ii tov aprov rjfiwp rov eTnovatov 
So9 rjfuv arjfiepov) and by S. Luke (xi. 3 tov aprov 
'^fimv TOV iiTLOvacov hlBov rjpZv t6 xaff i^fiipav), is 
a well-known difficulty in Biblical interpretation ; 
and it is certainly a remarkable fact that so much 
diversity of opinion should be possible regarding an 
expression which occurs in this most familiar and 
oftenest repeated passage of the Gospels. 

Origen tells us {de Orat. 27, I. p. 245 Delarue) 
that the word iinovcrLov does not once occur in Greek 
literature and that it is not current in the collo- 
quial language {irapa oihevl t&v 'EXXi;i/q)z/ ovTe twp 
a'o<f>wv dvofJUurraL ovTe iv t§ toov JZuot&v cvvrjOeia 
TerpcTTTac). 'It seems,' he adds, 'to have been coin- 
ed {7r€7rXd(r0ac) by the Evangelists. Matthew and 
Luke agree in using it without any difference. ThQ 
same course has been taken in other cases also by 

N2 
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persons translating from the Hebrew. For what 
Greek ever used either of the expressions ivcoTi^ov or 

aKovriadTjTti A similar expression to €7nov<riov 

occurs in Moses, being uttered by God, But ye shall 
be to me a people Trepiovaio^, And it seems to me 
that both words are formed from ovaia.' 

This statement is important, because it shows 
that the Greek fathers derived no assistance in the 
interpretation of the word from the spoken or written 
language; and thus their views are not entitled to 
the deference which we should elsewhere accord to 
them, as interpreters of a living language of which 
we only possess the fragmentary remains. In this 
particular instance they cease to be authorities. The 
same data, which were open to them, are open to us 
also ; and from these we are free to draw our con- 
clusions independently. 

These data are threefold : (i) The etymological 
form ; (2) The requirements of the sense : (3) The 
tenor of tradition. 

This last element seems to me to be especially 
important in the present case. The Lord's prayer 
was doubtless used from very early times in private 
devotion. It certainly formed a part of the public 
services of the Church, in which (to mention no other 
use) it was repeated at the celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist\ The traditional sense therefore which 

^ Of the use of the Lord's Prayer in the early Church, see Bingham's 
AniiquitieSf XIII. vii. § i sq., and Probst Liturgie der drei ersten Christ- 
lichen jfahrhundertey index s. v. Vater wiser. 
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was commonly attached to a word occurring in it 
must have a high value. 

It was chiefly the conviction that justice had not 
been done to this consideration, which led me to 
institute the investigation afresh\ Previous writers 
have laid stress on the scholastic interpretation of 
Origen and his successors, as though this were the 
best authenticated tradition ; when they ought rather 
to have sought for the common sense of the Church 
in the primitive versions, which are both earlier in 
date than Origen, and cover a much wider area. 
I hope to make the force of the distinction between 
the scholastic and traditional interpretations clearer 
in the sequel. 

The different explanations which have been given 
to the word fall into two classes ; (i) Those which 
connect it with Ikvaiy deriving it from linkvai through 
kin^v or iTnova-a, and (2) Those which connect it 
with elvai, as a compound from iirl and ouaia. Each 
class includes various explanations ; but the one is 
distinguished from the other by a simple criterion. 
The meanings belonging to the one class are tem- 
poral; to the other, qualitative. 

In the first class we find the following : (i) to- 
morrow' Sy derived directly from iirLova-a *the coming- 

^ The fullest recent investigation of the meaning c^ ^toiJo-tos, with 
which I am acquainted, is in Tholuck*s Exposition of the Sermon on the 
Mounty II. p. 172 sq. (Eng. trans.), where he arrives at conclusions 
different from my own. He gives a list of previous treatises on the sub- 
ject. Among the more important are those of Pfeiffer and Stolberg iu 
the Thesaur, Theol. Philol, ii. pp. ii6 sq., 123 sq. (Amstel. 1702). 
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day/ or 'the morrow*: (ii) comings either taken from 
iTrtovaa and meaning the same as the last, but more 
vaguely expressed ; or derived directly from iiriivai, 
hnaw (without the intervention of the feminine ctta- 
ova-d) : (iii) daify^ which seems to be got from the 
first sense, 'for the coming day': (iv) continual^ 
which is probably a paraphrastic mode of expressing 
(i) or (iii) ; (v) future^ * yet to come/ from hnmv ; in 
which case the expression is most often applied in a 
spiritual sense to Christ the bread of life, who shall 
come hereafter. 

Under the second head also various explanations 
are comprised ; (i) for our sustenance^ and so * neces- 
sary/ oxxrla being referred to physical subsistence ; 
(ii) for our essential life^ and so 'spiritual, eternal,* 
ovcla signifying the absolute or higher being ; (iii) 
preeminent^ excellent^ surpassing^ as being 'above all 
ovaiai* and so nearly equivalent to irepiovaio^ \ (iv) 
abundant^ a meaning akin to the last, and appa- 
rently reached by giving the same sense 'above' to 
Itri ; (v) consubstantialy a sense which is attained by 
forcing the meaning of the preposition in another 
direction \ 

In this list I have enumerated only those mean- 
ings which were given to the word during the first 
five centuries. More recent writers have added to the 
number; but their interpretations, when not deduced 
directly from one or other of the senses already 

^ See the passage from Victorinus quoted on p. 221. 
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given, are so far-fetched and so unnatural, that they 
do not deserve to be seriously considered. 

Again, I have confined myself to direct interpreta- 
tions of eTnovaio^^ not regarding such variations of 
meaning as arise from different senses attached to 
the substantive apro^. Thus for instance 'our daily 
bread' might be either the daily sustenance for the 
body or the daily sustenance for the soul. But 
though these two senses are widely divergent, their 
divergence is not due to any difference of interpreta- 
tion affecting iTnovaio^, with which word alone I am 
concerned. 

I shall now consider the two classes of meanings 
which are distinguished above, testing them by the 
considerations already enumerated, (i) the etymolog>'' 
of the word, (2) the requirements of the sense, (3) 
the tenor of tradition. 



§ I. TAe etymology of the word. 

'H hnoxxra is commonly used for 'the coming 
day,' 'the morrow.* In this sense it occurs frer 
quently without the substantive fnikpa both in Bibli- 
cal Greek (Prov. xxvii. I ov *yap yivdaKet^; ri ri^erac 17 
iiriovaa, Acts xvi. 1 1, xx. 15, xxi. 18) and elsewhere 
(e.g. Polyb. ii. 25. 11, Pausan. iv. 22. 3, Plut. Mor. 
205 E, 838 D, etc.). See also the references in Lobeck 
Phryn, p. 464. From this word, which had become 
practically a substantive, the adjective iTnovcio^ would 
be formed in the usual way. 
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'It IS urged indeed (see Suicer Thes, s. v. hnov^ 
aio^), that the analogy of BevrepaZo^f rpirdio^, etc., 
would require iwiova-aio^. In replying to this objec- 
tion we need not (I venture to think) acquiesce in 
the negative answer that such adjectives are not 
valid to disprove the existence of a different form 
in -«)9. Whether we regard the etymology or the 
meaning, the analogy seems to be false. The termi- 
nation -aZo^ in all these adjectives is suggested by 
the long a or 17 of the feminines from which they 
are derived, Bevrepa, rpiTfj, etc*; and the short ending 
of iiTiovad is not a parallel case. Moreover the 
meaning is not the same ; for the adjectives in -alo^ 
fix a date, e.g. Terapralo^ fjXOev 'he came on tJie 
fourth day* whereas the sense which we require here 
is much more general, implying simply possession or 
connexion. 

Or again, the word might be derived from the 
masculine participle eircdtPj as €/covai,o<; from eKWP, eOe- 
\oi;<7£o? from iOiXayv, yepovaio^ from yeptov, irvyovaio<: 
from irvydp, ^A'^epovcio^: (or 'A^^e/joi/rto?) from 'A;^€p(or, 
etc.: see Lobeck Phryn. p. 4. To this derivation 
there is no grammatical objection. Only it may be 
pleaded that no motive existed for introducing an 
adjective by the side of iTrmv^ sufficiently powerful 
to produce the result in an advanced stage of the 

^ It is not meant to assert that forms in cuos cannot be derived fronci 
other words than feminines in d or 17 ; but as a rule they are derived in 
this way, though some exceptions occur ; see Buttmann Atisf, Gramm, 
II. p. 446. 
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language, when the fertility of creating new forms 
had been greatly impaired. 

On the other hand the derivation of hnovcio^ 
from eVl and ovaiay if not impossible, is at least more 
difficult. Two objections have been taken to this 
etymology; the one, as it seems to me, futile — the 
other really formidable, if not insuperable, (i) It 
is alleged that an adjective in -oi/ctao? would not be 
formed from the substantive ovGia* To this it is 
sufficient to reply, that from this very word oixria we 
find the compounds avov<no<i (Clem. Alex. Exc, Tkeod. 
p. 970, ed. Potter: Pseudo-Justin Conf, dogm, Arist, 
§ 50, p. 14s; ib. QucBst Christ ad Geftt, p. 185 b), 
ivovau)^ (Victorin. c, Arium ii. I, Synes. Hymn, 2, 
p. 318, Cyril. Alex, in yoann, v. S, p. 527), i^ov<no<: 
(Philo in Place, § 10, II. p. 528 Mang.), €T€pov<no<; (he- 
povai(o<; Porphyr. in Stob. £c/, Phys. 41, II. p. 822), 
fiovoxxrio^y ofjLoovaio^, iirepovaio^ (Victorin. 1. c, Synes. 
1. c), irpoavovcrio^ (Synes. Hymn. 1. c, and Hymn, 3, p. 
322), etc.: and from i^ova-ia the compounds avre^ov- 
<TLo^ (frequently, e.g. Diod. xiv. 105) and xme^ovato^ 
(see Steph. Tfies. s. v. ed. Dindorf & Hase). (2) On 
the other hand, to the objection that the form should 
be €7roi5<7i09, not iirtovaio^, I do not see what valid 
answer can be given. It has been thought sufficient 
to adduce in reply such words as eViai/Sai/o), iiriovpa, 
inrioaaofuu, which however are confined to poetry ; 
and again iineLicfi^, eiriopKo^^ which occur also in 

^ ^TtoT-Soos is also adduced ; but in the only passage quoted for this 
form, Plat. Tim. 36 a, b, the best editions have the usual form iroyBooi, 
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prose. To this list other words might be added, such 
as iTrieXirTo^f iirUvvvfit, hriripa^ iiriripavo^, iirij^fjuavy 
iiritiTTtop, But the maintainers of this view have never 
enquired why the i of cttI, which elsewhere is elided, 
has been exceptionally retained in such instances. 
The real fact is, that all these words without excep- 
tion were originally written with the digamma, ctti- 
favSdv<a^ eirifeuci^f;, eirtfekirra^, iwifopKO^ etc., so that 
elision was out of the question ; and even when the 
digamma disappeared in pronunciation or was re- 
placed by a simple aspirate, the old forms maintained 
their ground. 

In the present instance no such reason can be 
pleaded to justify the retention of the l The deriva- 
tion of iiriovaio^ ft^P ^^> ova-ia, can only be main- 
tained on the hypciGiesis that its form was determined 
by false analogies, with a view to exhibiting its com- 
ponent parts more clearly. But this hypothesis is 
not permissible if any other satisfactory explanation 
of the word can be given ; for iinovcrco^: would then 
be the single exception to the rule which determines 
compounds of iirL In fact, the compound liroyaiaoSrjf: 
is found occasionally, thus showing that th6 final 
vowel of the preposition is naturally elided before oip-ia. 

§ 2. T/ie requirements of the sense. 

It has been shown that etymological considera- 
tions favour the root ikvai as against Avai, It will be 
necessary in the next place to ask whether the exi- 
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gencies of the sense require us to reverse the decision 
to which etymology has led us. Is there really any 
solid objection to our taking tw apTov tjijlwv rov 
eTTioxxTiov to mean * our bread for the coming day' ? 

One objection, and one only, is urged repeatedly 
against this explanation. The petition so explained, 
it is thought, would be a direct violation of the pre- 
cept which our Lord gives at the close of the chapter, 
VI. 34 fiTj ovv fiepifivrjaTfre eh rrjv avptov^. To this I 
would reply first; that though iinovaa is most fre- 
quently a synonym for iq avpiov, yet the words are not 
coextensive in meaning. If the prayer were said in 
the evening, no doubt ?) eVtoSo-a would be *the follow- 
ing day, the morrow' ; but supposing it to be used at 
or before dawn, the word would designate the day 
then breaking. Thus in the Ecclesiazusai of Aristo- 
phanes one of the speakers, after describing the time 
(ver. 20) KalroL irpo^ opBpov ^ IctLv ''tis close on day- 
break', exclaims (ver. 105) n) triv hnoZcav rjfiipav, 
where rrfv avpiov would be quite out of place. This 
instance shows the different power of the two words, 
which in some aspects may be said to contrast with 
each other; for the one implies time approaching and 
the other time deferred. But secondly (and this seems 
to be a complete answer to the objection), this argu- 

^ It is astonishing to see with what persistence this worthless argu- 
ment is repeated. I find it for instance in two of the most recent Theo- 
logical books which have come into my hands, written from directly 
opposite points of view, Delitzsch Brief an die jRdmer in das Hebraische 
Uberseizt p. 27 (1870) and Keim Geschichte Jesu von Nazdra II. p. 279 
(1871). 
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ment, if it proves anything, proves too much. If the 
command /t^ fiepifivav is tantamount to a prohibition 
against prayer for the object about which we are 
forbidden to be anxious, then not only must we not 
pray for tomorrow's food, but we must not pray for 
food at all. For He, who says (ver. 34) /lm) fiepcfivTj- 
arjre eh rrjp avpiov, says also (ver. 25) /*») fieptfivaTe 
Tjj ylrv)(rj ifjLoiv ri ^ayrfre] and on this showing, 
whatever interpretation we put upon iiriovaiov, a pre- 
cept will be violated. The fact is, that, as /liptfiva 
means anxiety, undue thought or care (see above, 
p. 170 sq.), prayer to God is not only consistent 
with the absence of fiipi^iva, but is a means of driving 
it away. One Apostle tells us (i Pet v. 7) to 'cast 
all our anxiety {fiiptfipa) on God, for He careth 
{avTw fiiXev) for us.* Another directs us ' not to be 
anxious about any matter (jir)S€v fiepcfivare) but in 
every thing with prayer and supplication joined with 
thanksgiving to make our desires known unto God 
(Phil. iv. 6).* These injunctions we fulfil when we use 
the petition in the Lord's prayer in a proper spirit. 
At the same time, even in our prayers we are di- 
rected specially to the needs of 'the coming day,' 
for in the very act of asking for distant material 
blessings there is danger of exciting in ourselves this 
fiipi/jLva which it is our duty to crush\ 



^ The moral bearing of this petition is well put by S. Basil (-^<f. 
drezf. tract, cclii, 1 1, p. 500), though he wrongly interprets the word 
itself; 6 ipyal;^6fi€vos fJUfrjfjLov€6u>if toO KvpLov \4yovros "Mrj fiepifivaTe ry 
^vxS vfiw H tfxxyrjre rj rl viru€.,.Tbv inoiffiov dprov, rwT€<m rhv vpos 
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On the other hand, if linovcnov be derived from 
eTTt, ovala, we have the choice between the two senses 
of ovaiay (i) * subsistence/ and (2) 'essence, being/ 
Of these the latter must be rejected at once. It 
is highly improbable that a term of transcendental 
philosophy should have been chosen, and a strange 
compound invented for insertion in a prayer intended 
for every day use. Indeed nothing could well be con- 
ceived more alien to the simplicity of the Gospel- 
teaching, than such an expression as einovaio^y meaning 
'suited to' or 'conducive to the ovaia, the essential 
being/ If therefore this derivation from ovaia is ten- 
able at all, we must be prepared to assign to it the 
more homely meaning, ' subsistence,* so that iirLovaio^^ 
will be 'sufficient to sustain us,' 'enough for our abso- 
lute wants, but not enough for luxury.' Such a sense 
in itself would meet the requirements of the passage. 
Only it does not seem likely that a strange word, 
which arrives at this meaning in an indirect way, 
should have been invented to express a very simple 
idea for which the Greek language had already more 
than one equivalent. Nor indeed is it a natural sense 
for the word to bear. In Porphyr. Tsag, 16, and else- 
where, eTrov<n(Lh7}<; is used to signify accidentaly as 
opposed to essentialy denoting what is superadded to 
the QVGia ; and if such a compound as hnovaio^ (from 
ovcld) were possible, it ought to have a similar mean- 
ing. 

T<p d€(^ ivTvyxdifei irepl tovtou, k.t.X. 
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§ 3. The tenor of tradition. 

Hitherto we have seen no sufficient reason for 
, abandoning the derivation from Ikvcu^ while on the 
other hand serious difficulties are encountered by 
adopting the alternative and deriving the word from 
AvoA, It remains to enquire how far this result is 
borne out by tradition. 

Tholuck, discussing the two derivations of iiriov- 
<rto9, from ehcu and Uvcu respectively, states, 'The 
oldest and most widely spread is the former': and 
Suicer, mentioning the derivation from 97 iTriovaa, 
adds, 'Nemo ex veteribus ita explicate I hope to show 
that such statements are the very reverse of the 
truth ; that, so far as our evidence goes, the deriva- 
tion from Uvav is decidedly the more ancient ; and 
that, though the other prevailed widely among Greek 
interpreters after Origen, yet it never covered so 
wide an area as its elder rival. I shall take the great 
divisions of the Church as distinguished by their 
several languages, and investigate the traditional 
sense assigned to the word in each. 

I. In the Greek Church the first testimony is 
that of Origen {de Orat. 27, 1. c). He himself derives 
the word from ova-ia, adducing irepLovario^ as an ana- 
logy. This analogy, as we have already seen, is false : 
for, whereas eVl loses the final vowel in composition, 
'irepl retains it; so that while the one compound would 



Appendix. 207 

be 7r€piov<no^, the other would be eirovaio^. Thus de- 
rived, the word signifies according to Origen rov eh 
rfjv ova-iav rjfjMiv avfi^aXkofievov aprov. It is the spi- 
ritual bread which nourishes the spiritual being, o tJ 
<f)V(r€i T^ Xoyifc^ KaTaWr/Koraro^ koX ttj ovaia ainy 
avyyevTyi k.t.X. This view Origen supports by quoting 
other passages where the heavenly bread is mention- 
ed, and at the close of discussion adds (p. 249 c) ; 
' Some one will say that iinovaiop is formed [1. KaTe- 
a)(7jfjLdTUT0ai^ from iinevai ; so that we are bidden to 
ask for the bread which belongs to the future life 
{tov otxetop Tov fiiWovTo^ alcovo^;), that God may an- 
ticipate and give it to us even now, so that what shall 
be given as it were tomorrow may be given us to-day 
(&aT€ TO olovel avpiov So0r)a6fi€vov (rrjfiepov rjiuv SoOrj- 
vat) ; the future life being represented by tomorrow, 
and the present by to-day: but the former accepta- 
tion is better in my judgment, etc/ Thus the ear- 
liest notice among Greek-speaking Christians reveals 
a conflict between the two derivations. It is true 
that in either case Origen contemplates a spiritual 
rather than a: literal interpretation of the bread, but 
this fact accords with the general principles of the 
Alexandrian school from which the notice emanates ; 
for this school is given to importing a mystical sense 
into the simple language of the Gospel. This ulterior 
question does not affect the derivation of the word. 

So far as I am acquainted with the language of 
Origen elsewhere, his mode of speaking here is quite 
consistent with the supposition that he himself first 
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started the derivation from eli/at, ovcia. At all events 
this supposition accords with his fondness for im- 
porting a reference to * absolute being' into the 
language of the Apostles and Evangelists elsewhere, 
as for instance when he interprets rol^ wyioL^ roh ovaiv 
(omitting the words iv 'E<^€<r^) in Ephes. i. 2, and Xva 
ra ivra Karafyytja-r) in I Cor. i. 28, in this sense (see 
Cramer's Catena on Ephes. 1. c). A derivation which 
transferred the word hrioxxrio^ at once from the 
domain of the material to the domain of the supra-sen- 
sual would have a strong attraction for Origen's mind. 
Still it must remain a pure hypothesis that he himself 
invented this derivation. He may have got it from 
one of his pre^decessors, Pantainus or Clement : but 
at all events it bears the impress of the Alexandrian 
school. On the other hand his own language shows 
that the other etymology (from hnkvaC) had its sup- 
porters. How few or how numerous they were, the 
vagueness of his expression will not allow us to 
speculate. It is only when we come to the Versions 
that we find solid ground for assuming that in the 
earliest age this was the prevailing view. 

The next Greek writer whose opinion is known 
was also an Alexandrian. The great Athanasius (de 
Incarn. § 16, I. p. 706) derives the word from hrikvaiy 
but gives it a theological meaning: 'Elsewhere He 
calls the Holy Spirit heavenly bread, saying, Give 
us this day rov aprov ruiwv top iTrcovaiov^, for He 

^ The Benedictine editor translates hriovaiov here by supersubstan* 
tialem after Jerome, though the context of S. Athanasius is directly 
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taught us in His prayer to ask in the present life 
for Tov iTTcovaiov aprov, that is tke future, whereof 
we have the first-fruits in the present life, partaking 
of it through^ the flesh of the Lord, as He himself 
said, TAe bread, which I shall give, is my flesh, etc' 
This is exactly the account of the word which Origen 
rejects. 

To those however, who have studied the early his- 
tory of Biblical interpretation, it will be no surprise to 
find that Origen's explanation of this word exerted 
a very wide and lasting influence. It is a common 
phenomenon to find nearly all the Greek expositors 
following him, even in cases where hi& interpreta- 
tion is almost demonstrably wrong. If his explana- 
tions had the good fortune to be adopted by the 
Antiochene school, as was frequently the case, they 
passed, unchallenged and established themselves in 
the Church at large. In this particular instance the 
procedure of the Antiochene school would appear to 
have been characteristic, both in its agreement with 
and in its departure from Origen. While accepting his 
derivation, they seem to have substituted a realistic 
for his mystical sense of a/}T09 €7rtoi5<rto9. The adjec- 
tive thus explained becomes 'for our material sub- 
sistence,' and not 'for our spiritual being.' 

The views of the earliest representatives of the 

against this. At the same time Athanasius arrives at the same mystical 
meaning of r^v dpTov tov iiriov<nov as Jerome, though through a different 
derivation. 

^ Bid is absent from some texts but seems to be correct. If it is 
omitted the sense will be 'partaking of the flesh*. 

C) 
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Antiochene school on this point are not recorded. 
But they may perhaps be assumed not only from 
the general tenor of later interpretations in this 
school (from Chrysostom downward) but also from 
the opinions of the Cappadocian fathers. 

In the treatise of GREGORY Nyssen, de Orat. 
Domin. iv, I. p. 745, this view is stated very expli- 
citly : * We are ordered/ he says, ' to ask for what 
is sufficient for the preservation of our bodily sub- 
sistence (to 7r/509 TTjv avvTYifyqaiv rr]^ atOfiaTircrj^ 
ovcia^y The same interpretation is adopted by 
his brother BASIL [Reg. brev, tract, cclii, II. p. 500), 
who explains tov hnovaiov aprov as that 'which is 
serviceable for our daily life for our subsistence {tov 
irpo^ Ttjv i(f>i]fM€pov ^(oTJv rfj ovaia tj/jloop xprjacfievovra) .* 
The same derivation, though not quite the same 
meaning, is assigned to it also by Cyril of- Jeru- 
salem, Catech. xxiii {Mystag,v). 15, p. 329; 'This 
holy bread is ewiovaio^^ being appointed for the sub- 
sistence (or substance) of the soul (cttI Tr^v ova-lav 
T^9 ylrv)(r]^ KaraTaa-aofievos;) . This bread does not go 
into the belly nor is it cast out into the draught, 
but is distributed into the whole of thy complex 
frame {eh Traadv aov rfjv avajaaLv avahihorai) for the 
benefit of body and soul'; where an application chiefly 
though not exclusively spiritual is given to ovaia. 
Again, S. Chrysostom, de Aug, Port etc: S^, iii. 
p. 35, interprets einovaLov 'which passes to the sub- 

^ It is right to mention that the authorship of this Homily has been 
questioned ; see the preface in Montfaucon's Edition. 
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stance of the body (eVl ti\v ovalav rov cew/xaro^ 
SiafiaivovTo) and is able to compact {axr/Kporriaai) 
this'; but elsewhere, in his Homily on S. John (xliii. 
§ 2, VIII. p. 257) he explains rov aprov rov iTnovaiov, 
TouT€<TTi, Tov Ka0r}fi€pivov ] while on S. Matthew, 
where the passage itself occurs, he expresses himself 
in such a vague way, as if he were purposely evading 
a difficulty (xix. § 5, VII. p. 25 1 sq.), ri iari rov aprov rev 
eTTiovacov; top i(l>ijfi€pov...S€LTat, [r; <^i;<749] Tpo(f)Tj<; t^? 
dvayKala<;...v7r€p aprov /jlovov iKeXevae rfjv €v-)(rjv iroi- 
eladaiy Koi virep aprov rov €(j>r]fiipov, aare fifj virep 
T^9 avpiov fiepifivaV Bia rovro irpoiridrjKe, rov aprov 
rov eTnovaLoVy rovriarCf rov i^rjfiepov' kclI ovhe rovrw 
7]pKea6rj ra> prjfiari dXXa kul erepov fiera rovro irpoa- 
edfjKeVf ehrmv, S69 rfpZv ai^fiepov' ware pLrj irepairipa} 
awrpifieiv iavrov^ rfj ^povrihi t^9 iinovarj^ rjfiepa^, 
where, he shelters himself under the vagueness of 
€(f)i]fji€po^ without explaining how he arrives at this 
meaning, and where the somewhat ambiguous words 
'not to afflict , ourselves furtJier with the thought of 
the coming {hnov(T'r\<^ day' seem to allow, if not to 
suggest, the derivation from ImovGa. In a later pas- 
sage of the same Homilies (Iv. § 5, p. 562) and in 
his Exposition of Psalm cxxvii (v. p. 364) he again 
quotes this petition, but avoids an explanation; in 
his Homilies on Genesis (liv. § 5, IV. p. 530 sq.) he 
adduces it as setting the proper limits to our desire 
for temporal goods, rov aprov rjfiwv rov iinovaiov S09 
'^filv arjfiepoVy dvrX rov, rrjv t^9 rjfiipa<; rpo<f>i]V ; while 
on Philippians iv. 19 (Horn, xv. § 4, XI. p. 316), com- 

O 2 
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menting on the words ir\7jp(!>a'€i ircKrav j(p€iav v/juHv, 
he adds ' so as not to be in want but to have what is 
needful {ra irph^ 'xpeiav), for Christ also put this in 
His prayer, when teaching us, tov aprov rffi&v rov 
iinovo'iop So9 rjfiw aijfiepov.* Thus he seems through- 
out to be wavering between the meanings daify and 
necessary y i.e. between the derivations from Ikvai and 
tlvaiy though he tends towards the latter. Again 
Theodoret on Phil. iv. 19, following Chrysostom, 
quotes this petition as warranting S. Paul in asking 
for his converts t»)i/ Kara tov irapovia fiiov 'x^peiav. 

Somewhat later Cyril of Alexandria on Luke 
xi. 3 {Mai, IL p. 266) thus comments on iiriovcriov ; 
* Some say that it is that which shall come and shall 

be given in the future life; but if this were 

true why do they add. Give us day by day. For 

one may see likewise by these words that they 
make their petition for daily food ; and we must 
understand by hriov;nov what is sufficient (jov ay- 
TapfCY}) etc.*' 

Later Greek writers contented themselves with 
repeating one or more of the interpretations given by 
their predecessors. Thus DAMASCENE {Orthod. Fid. 
iv. 13, I. p. 272 Lequien) says, oZto^ 6 dpro^ icrrli/ 
1) aTrap'x^!'/ rov fiiWovTO<; aprov, 09 eartv 6 i7riovaco<;* 
TO yap iiriovacov SijXol r} tov fiiXXovTa, ToxrreaTi, tov 
TOV fieX\ovTO<: alSvo^, rj tov tt/oc? avvnjprjaiv Trjt; 
ovala^ rfjLoov Xafx^avofievov ; and TheophylacT (on 

* In Glaphyr. in Exod. ii, I. p. 286, ed. Auberti, he explains this 
petition as equivalent to asking for ra e/s l(ar^v iiriTt^Seia, 
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Luke XI. 3) explains it tov iirX rfj oiala rnx&v KaX Tff 
(Tvaraa-ei rrj^ fa)^? av/Jij3aW6fjL€P0i/, ov tov irepLTTop 
irdpTox; dXXa tov ava^tcalov (see also on Matt. vi. il)\ 

2. From the Aramaic Christians, the testimony 
in favour of the derivation from iirUvai is stronger. 

We learn from S. Jerome (in Matth, vi. 11, VII. 
p. 34), that in the GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE 
Hebrews the word iTnova-ioVy which he translated 
' supersubstantialem/ was rendered by Mahar nHfi), 
' quod dicitur crastinum, ut sit sensus, Partem nostrum 
crastinum, id est futurumy da nobis hodie! 

Whatever view be adopted of the origin of this 
Apocryphal Gospel, its evidence has the highest value 
in this particular instance. Of its great antiquity no 
question can be entertained. It can hardly have 
been written much later than the close of the first 
century. It was regarded as an authoritative docu- 
ment by the Judaizing Christians of Palestine. It 
adhered very closely to the Gospel of S. Matthew, 
and was even thought by some to be the Hebrew 
(i, e. Aramaic) original of this Gospel ; though the 
variations are too considerable to admit this simple 
solution. On the whole we may conclude with 
high probability that its traditions were not derived 
through the Greek but came from some Aramaic 
source or sources — ^whether from an oral Gospel, or 
from written notes put together for catechetical pur- 
poses, or from the Aramaic copy of S. Matthew's 



^ A number of different interpretations are huddled together by 
anonymous writer in Origen, Op, I. p. 910 (ed. Delarue). 
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Gospel altered to suit the purposes of the writer. 
But even if it were derived from our Greek Gospels, 
its interpretation of linovaiov would still have the 
greatest weight as proceeding from Palestine at this 
very early date. In a familiar expression in the 
most familiar of all the Evangelical records it is 
not unreasonable to assume that the tradition would 
be preserved at the close of the Apostolic age un- 
impaired in the vernacular language of our Lord and 
his disciples*. 

From the Gospel according to the Hebrews, we 
turn to another Aramaic source, emanating from a 
different quarter, the CURETONIAN Syriac Version 
of the New Testament. 

In Matt. vi. 1 1, this version has : 

•^ J3cn r^2J9CU.i r^J^snr^ pOjjtXo 

' And-our-bread continual of-the-day give-to-us.' 

In Luke xi. 3 : 

.^loA^.i x<±C9^r< fd^oul ^ J3CQO 

'And-give to-us the-bread continual of-every-day.' 

Here the temporal sense 'continual/ given to hrt^ 
ovaLoVf connects it with iTrtipai, whether through 
iinovaa, 'for the coming day,' and so 'daily, con- 

^ It is unnecessary here to discuss the question to what extent Greek 
was spoken in Palestine at the Christian era. Even if with Dr Roberts, 
in his instructive work Discussions on the Gospels^ we take the view 
that the Palestinian Jews were bi-Iingual, the argument in the text will 
still hold good. 
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stant/ or more directly, 'ever coming/ and so * per- 
petual'*. 

When however we turn from the Curetonian to the 
later revision, the Peshito Syriac, we find that the 
influence of the Greek interpreters has been at work 
meanwhile. The word 'necessary' is substituted for 
'constant,' the qualitative sense for the temporal^ 
i. e. the derivation from dvai for the derivation from 



ikvai. 



In Matt. vi. 1 1 of this Version, the petition runs, 

'Give to-us the-bread of-our-necessity this-day.' 
In Luke xi. 3 : 

.^oAsk ^laJdflD.i r^sOtA ^ .sen 

' Give to-us the-bread of-our-necessity every-day.' 

This is only one of the many instances where the 
Peshito betrays the influences of the fourth century 
whether in the text or in the interpretation*. 

In the still later Harclean VERSION (A. D. 616) 
again this same interpretation is adopted in both 
passages, though slightly varied in form. 

^ Cureton compares Num. iv. 7 n^iSHn Dtt /» translated in the 
S3niac ilAf^LlAlbSr^ fl^*** tM His own speculations respect- 
ing the original reading in S. Matthew seem both unnecessary and 
untenable. 

2 Prof. Wright Informs me that he has not found any variation in 
the earliest MSS of the Peshito in the British Museum, belonging to the 
5th, 6th, and 7th centuries. 
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In Matt. vi. 1 1 : 

'The-bread of-us that necessary give to-us this day/ 
In Luke xi. 3 : 

.T<\ ^nOiM ^ ACQ ^:i ft^ininm.i i^^wm \ 

' The-bread of-necessity of-us give to-us this-day :' 

with a V. 1. r^Lsoo* A&si ocb (i. e. to Koff riiiepav) 
for f^lUSQCUft {(jrj^epov). 

Again, the JERUSALEM Syriac, which was per- 
haps translated from a Greek Lectionary, and can 
hardly be earlier than the Sth century, also appears 
to derive iiriovaiofs from ehai, ovcia, but gives it a 
different sense, apparently confusing it with irepiov- 
ato9, as S. Jerome does. 

In Matt. vi. 1 1 it has, 

*Our-bread of-opulence (or 'abundance*) give to-us 
this-day,' (I. p. 234, ed. Miniscalchi-Erizzo). The 
corresponding passage in S. Luke is not extant in this 
Version. 

Thus among the Aramaic Christians the earliest 
tradition, which has reached us by two distinct 
channels, connects the word with iinivat : while in the 
later Versions, after the influence of the Greek inter- 
preters had made itself felt, this traditional sense has 
been displaced by the derivation from ovaia. 

It will be seen hereafter how the later rendering 



V 
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substituted by S. Jerome failed to suppress the tra- 
ditional qtiotidianum of the Old Latin. In the same 
way the f^I-i*s«f^ of the Old (Curetonian) Syriac, 
though it does not show equal vitality, occurs occa- 
sionally and still survives long after the later Revi- 
sion of the New Testament, which we call the Peshito, 
had superseded the earlier Version or Versions. Thu5 
in the Syriac recension ol\}ci^Acts of Tfiomas — ^which 
must be a very ancient work, for it has a distinctly 
Gnostic character — the Lord's prayer is quoted to- 
wards the end, and the petition in question runs 

r^2J9a».l KlliSQr^ rdSOuX ^ CDCOCk 

closely following this Version \ Again, in one of the 
poems of Jacob of Sarug, who died A.D. 521, (Zin- 
gerle*s Monumenta Syriaca p. 31, Innsbruck 1869), it 
is said of the patriarch Jacob (see Gen. xxviii. 20) 
that he ' prayed the prayer which our Lord taught. 

•ul jscn r^l^QO*.! r^lisnc^ r^SAjA 

The-bread continual of-the-day give to-me.* 

and lower down he again repeats the characteristic 
words : 

.1 



^ These Acts are found in a British Museum MS, Add» 14, 645, and 
will be edited (together with other Apocryphal Acts) by Prof. Wright, 
to whom I owe the knowledge of the fact stated in the text. The text 
of the Lord's prayer in these Acts agrees generally with the Curetonian 
Version as against the Peshito. 

* This passage was pointed out to me by Mr Bensly of the Cambridge 
University Library. I had also hoped that I might find this petition 
quoted in the works of one of the earlier Syriac writers, Aphraates 
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This rendering of tov aprov rov eiriovatov is found 
also in an Exposition of t/te Lord's Prayer by the 
same writer, preserved in the MS Brit. Mus. Add. 17, 
157 (dated A.G. 876= A. D. 565), in which the expres- 
sion is repeated not less than three times, fol. 48 a^ 
49 a^. 

3. The testimony of the Egyptian Versions again 
is highly valuable, both as preserving a very ancient 
tradition (for it would seem that they must both be 
assigned to the close of the second or beginning of 
the third century), and as representing a distinct and 
isolated section of the Church. 

The Memphitic, the version of Lower Egypt, and 
the Thebaic, the version of Upper Egypt, agree in 
the derivation from Ikvai ; and their agreement is the 
more valuable, inasmuch as their general character 
shows them to be independent the one of the other. 



or Ephrem, but my search has not been attended with success. An 
indirect reference in Ephrem {jOp, vi. p. 642) omits the word in question. 

* The bread of the day shall suffice thee, as thou hast learnt in the 
Prayer.* At the same time Ephrem agrees with the Curetonian against 

the Peshito in r^lSQCLftSI^ so that it setms probable he used the Cure- 
tonian Version. Prof. Wright at my request examined several Syriac 
Service-books in the British Museum Library. He reports that all the 
volumes which he examined are Jacobite, and that * the reading invari- 
ably agrees with the Peshito text of Matt. vi. ii. They belong to 
the Qth, loth, and nth centuries.' 

^ Thesie references were communicated to me by Prof. Wright. 
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The Memphitic version has : 
In Matt. vi. 1 1 : 

neNOilK NTepACTI MHiq nan M(t)OOY. 

* Our bread of-tomorrow give-it to-us to-day/ 

In Luke xi. 3 : 

ncNcoiK eeNHOY MHiq nan mmhni. 
' Our bread that-cometh give-it to-us daily/ 

The Thebaic Version : 
In Matt. vi. 1 1 : 

ncNoeiK eTNHY Nfri MMoq nan Mnooy. 
' Our bread that-cometh give-thou it to us to-day.* 

The corresponding passage of S. Luke in this Version 
is not preserved. 

Here we have a choice of two translations, both 
founded on the same derivation, the one through 
eiripvaa, the other directly from iirUvau 

In all the Coptic (i.e. Memphitic) Service-books 
which I have seen, the rendering oi einovaiov is NxepACTi, 

' of tomorrow.' 

4. The Latin Churches preserve a still more an- 
cient tradition. The Old Latin Version, which 
dates certainly from the second century, and not im- 
probably, so far as regards the Gospels, from the first 
half of the century, renders iinovaLov by quotidia- 
num in both Evangelists. Of this rendering there 
can be no doubt. It is found in the extant manu- 
scripts pf the Old Latin Version in both places. It is 
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quoted moreover by the early Latin Fathers, Tertul- 
lian {de Or at, 6) and Cyprian {de Orat p. 104, Fell). 
Though both these Fathers are commenting espe- 
cially on the Lord's Prayer, and both adopt a spiri- 
tual sense of the petition, as referring to Christ the 
living bread and to the eucharistic feast, yet they 
comment on 'quotidianum' from this point of view, 
and seem to be unaware that any other rendering is 
possible. 

At length in the fourth century the influence of 
the scholastic interpretation, put forward by Origen 
and the Greek fathers, makes itself felt in Latin wri- 
ters. The first semblance of any such influence is 
found in Juvencus, the Latin poet, who wrote a me- 
trical history of the Gospel about A.D. 330 — 335. He 
renders the words 

Vitalisque hodie sancti substantia panis 

Proveniat nobis. 

Evang. Hist. 1. 631. 

Here however, though the coincidence is curious, 
no inference can safely be drawn from the occurrence 
of 'substantia'; since Juvencus elsewhere uses the 
word with a genitive as a convenient periphrasis to 
eke out his metre, without any special significance ; 
e.g. i. 415, 'substantia panis' (Matt. iv. 4); i. 510, 
'salis substantia' (Matt. v. 13); ii. 420, 'vocis sub- 
stantia* (Matt. ix. 32); ii. 524, 'animae substantia* 
(Matt. xi. 5); ii. 677 , 'credendi substantia' (John v. 
38); iii. 668, 'arboris substantia' (Matt. xxi. 21). 1 
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In ViCTORlNUS the Rhetorician, who was ac- 
quainted with the Greek commentators, the first dis- 
tinct traces of this interpretation in the Latin Church 
are found. In his treatise against Arius^ completed 
about the year 365, he writes (i. 31, BibL Vet Pair, 
VIII. p. 163, ed. Galland.) : ' Unde deductum hnovaiov 
quam a substantia } Da panem nobis iiriovaiov, hodi- 
ernum, Quoniam Jesus vita est, et corpus ipsius vita 
est, corpus autem panis...Significat iiriovcLov ex ipsa 
aut in ipsa substantia, hoc est, vitae panem.' And 
again (ii. 8, ib. p. 177): 'iinovaiov dprov, ex eadem 
ovaia panem, id est, de vita Dei, consubstantialem 
vitam...Graecum igitur Evangelium habet eTnovaiov, 
quod denominatum est a substantia, et utique Dei 
substantia: hoc Latini vel non intelligentes vel non 
valentes exprimere non potuerunt dicere, et tantum- 
modo quotidianum posuerunt, non iirLovaiov! Setting 
himself to defend the ofioovaiov of the Nicene creed 
against the charge of novelty, Victorinus seizes with 
avidity a derivation of iinovaiov which furnishes him 
with a sort of precedent. 

Again, in S. AMBROSE we find distinct references 
to this derivation. In a treatise ascribed to this 
Father (de Sacram, v. 4. § 24, II. p. 378) we read, 
* Quare ergo in oratione dominica, quae postea sequi- 
tur, ait Panem nostrum? Panem quidem sed iiri- 
ovaiovy hoc est, super substantialem, Non iste panis est 
qui vadit in corpus ; sed ille panis vitae aeternae qui 
animae nostrae substantiam fulcit. Ideo Graece eVtot- 
uio% dicitur : Latinus autem hunc panem quotidianum 
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dixit [quern Graeci dicunt advenienteni^ \ quia Graeci 
dicunt TTiv iinovirav fjfiipav advenientem diem. Ergo 
quod Latinus dixit et quod Gnecus, utrumque utile 
videtur. Graecus utrumque uno sermone significavit, 
Latinus quotidianunt dixit. Si quotidianus est panis, 
cur post annum ilium sumis, quemadmodum Graeci in 
oriente facere consuerunt? Accipe quotidie, quod 
quotidie tibi prosit etc/ The writer seems here to 
combine the two derivations of iTriovaiov, as though 
the word could have a double etymology. At least 
I cannot interpret * Graecus utrumque uno sermone 
significavit' in any other way". The authorship of the 
treatise however is open to question, as it contains 
some suspicious statements and expressions. But 
whoever may have been the writer, the work appears 
to be early. If he owed the expression stipersub- 
stantialis to S. Jerome's revision, as was probably 
the case, even this is consistent with the Ambrosian 
authorship, as several of this Father's works were 
written after S. Jerome had completed the Gospels. 

Again, in an unquestioned treatise of S. Ambrose 
{de Fidem, 15 § 127, II. p. 519) written in the years 
377, 378, this father, defending the word ofioovaiov 
against the Arians, uses the same argument as Victo- 
rinus : ' An negare possunt ovalav lectam, cum et 
panem eTnoiaiov Dominus dixerit et Moyses scrip- 

^ The words in brackets are omitted in many MSS, and seem to be 
out of place. 

^ Pfeiffer in the Thesaur, TheoU PhiloU ii. p. 117 (Amstel. 170a), 
explains * utrumque uno sermone significavit' by 'crastinum soil, di- 
cendo, hodiemum includens diem,' which seems to me meaningless. 
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serit tz/iew iaea-de fiot \ao9 TrepLovaio^ ? Aut quid est 
ova-ia, vel unde dicta, nisi ovaa del, quod semper 
maneat ? Qui enim est, et est semper, Deus est ; et 
ideo manens semper oiaia dicitur divina substantia. 
Propterea iiriovato^ panis, quod ex verbi substantia 
substantiam virtutis manentis cordi et animae sub- 
ministret ; scriptum est enim, Et panis confirmat cor 
hominis (Ps. ciii. 15).' The etymological views of a 
writer who derives ovaia from civaa ad can have no 
value in themselves. The notice is only important 
as showing that the derivation from oxxrla was gaining 
ground. At the same time, like the passage of Victo- 
rinus, it suggests a motive which would induce many 
to accept the etymology offered, as furnishing a ready 
answer to an Arian objection. 

When S. Jerome (about a.d. 383) revised the 
Latin of the New Testament, he substituted super- 
substantialem for quotidianum in the text of S. 
Matthew ; but, either prevented by scruples from eras- 
ing a cherished expression from the Latin Bibles, or 
feeling some misgiving about the correctness of his 
own rendering, he allowed quotidianum to stand in 
S. Luke. Altogether his language is vague and un- 
decided, whenever he has occasion to mention the 
word. In his Commentary on the Epistle to Titus 
{Op, VII. p. 726), written about A.D. 387, he thus ex- 
presses himself: * Unde et illud, quod in evangelio 
secundum Latinos interpretes scriptum est Panem 
nostrum quotidianum da nobis fiodiey melius in Graeco 
habetur Panem nostrum iinovaLov, id est prcscipuum, 
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cgregium^ peculiareni}^ eum videlicet qui de caelo de- 
scendens ait (Joh. vi. 51), Ego sum panis qui de ccbIo 
descendu Absit quippe ut nos, qui in crastinum cogi- 
tare prohibemur, de pane isto qui post paululum con- 
coquendus et abjiciendus est in secessum in prece 
dominica rogare jubeamur. Nee multum differt inter 
iwiovavov et Trepiova-iov ; praepositio enim tantummodo 
est mutata, non verbum. Quidam iinovatov existi- 
mant in oratione dominica panem dictum, quod 
super omnes 01)0-0x9 sit, hoc est super universas sub- 
stantias. Quod si accipitur, non multum ab eo sensu 
differt quem exposuimus. Quidquid enim egregium 
est et praecipuum, extra omnia est et super omnia.' 
And similarly in his Commentary on S. Matthew 
{Op. VII. p. 34), written a few years afterwards (a.d. 
398) : * Quod nos supersubstantialem expressimus, in 
Graeco habetur iirLovcLov, quod verbum Septuaginta 
interpretes irepiovenov frequentissime transferunt. . . . 
Possumus supersubstantialem panem et aliter intel- 
legere, qui super omnes substantias sit et universas 
superet creaturas. Alii simpliciter putant, secundum 
Apostoli sermonem dicentis Habentes victum et ve- 
stitunt his contenti simuSy de praesenti tantum cibo 
sanctos curam agere.* Hitherto he is apparently con- 
sistent with himself in connecting the word with 
ov(Tla\ but in a later work, the Commentary on 
Ezekiel {Op. V. p. 209), written from A.D. 411 — ^414, 

^ It thus appears that the sense which S. Jerome himself attaches 
to his rendering supersubstantialem is different from that which some 
theologians have assigned to it. 
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he says, 'Melius est ut intelligamus panem justi eum 
esse qui dicit, Ego sum partis vivus qui de ccelo de- 
scendiy et quern in Oratione nobis tribui deprecamur, 
Panem nostrum substantivumy sive supervenUirum, da 
nobiSy ut quern postea semper accepturi sumus, in 
praesenti saccule quotidie mereamur accipere/ And 
in a still later work against the Pelagians, written 
about A.D. 415, he speaks with the same uncertainty 
(iii. 15, II. p. 8cx)) ; 'Sic docuit Apostolos suos ut 
quotidie in corporis illius sacrificio credentes audeant 
loqui Pater noster, etc, . . . Panem quotidianum, sive 
super omnes substantias, venturum Apostoli depre- 
cantur ut digni sint assumtione corporis Christi/ In 
one point only is he consistent throughout. He in- 
sists on a spiritual, as opposed to a literal, inter- 
pretation of the bread. 

The indecision or the scruple or the carelessness, 
which led Jerome to retain quotidianum in one Evan- 
gelist while he removed it from another, bore strange 
fruit. Jerome's revised Latin Version became the 
Bible of the Western Churches. The knowledge of 
the Greek tongue died out. The fact that the same 
word iirtovaiov occurs in both Gospels passed out 
of memory. The difference which was found in the 
Latin Vulgate came to be regarded as a difference in 
the language of the Evangelists themselves. As such it 
is commented upon by the. most learned Latin writers 
in successive ages. So it is treated even by his own 
younger contemporary Cassianus who, though him- 
self not ignorant of Greek, yet in a treatise written 

P 
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soon after the death of S. Jerome writes {Collat 
ix. 2i), * Panem nostrum iiriovaiov, id est, super- 
substantialem, ^a fi^^^r //^^/>.- quod alius evangelista 
qHotidianum! So again it is taken by Anselm in the 
lith or 1 2th century {Comm, in Matth.), by Nicolas 
of Lyra in the 14th {Comm, in Mattk), and by Diony- 
sius Carthusianus in the isth {Enarr. in Matih.y \ 
all of whom remark on the different epithets used 
by S. Matthew and S. Luke. 

But the most remarkable instance of this blunder 
IS furnished by a controversy between the two fore- 
most men of their time, S. Bernard and Abelard. 
The Abbot of Clairvaux, having occasion to visit the 
convent of the Paraclete of which Heloise was abbess, 
observed that in repeating the Lord's prayer at the 
daily hours a change was made in the usual form, the 
word 'supersubstantialem ' being substituted for ' quo- 
tidianum/ As Heloise had made this change under the 
direction of Abelard, she communicated the complaint 
to him. Upon this he wrote a letter of defence to S. 
Bernard, which is extant (P. Abaelardi Opera I. p. 618, 
ed. Cousin). He pleads that the form in S. Matthew 
must be more authentic than the form in S. Luke — 
the former having been an Apostle and heard the 
words as uttered, the latter having derived his infor- 
mation at second hand — 'de ipso fonte Matthaeus, 
de rivulo fontis Lucas est potatus.' Hence S. Mat- 
thew's form is more complete and contains seven 

* See Pfeiffer 1. c. p. 119 sq. 
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petitions, while S. Luke*s has only five. For this 
reason the Church in her offices has rightly preferred 
S. Matthew's form to S. Luke's. 'What may have 
been the reason therefore/ he proceeds, 'that while 
we retain the rest of S. Matthew's words, we change 
one only, saying quotidianum for supersubstantiakm}y 
let him state who can, if indeed it is sufficient to 
state it. For the word quotidianum does not seem 
to express the excellence of this bread, like super- 
substantialem ; and it seems to be an act of no slight 
presumption to correct the words of an Apostle, and 
to make up one prayer out of two Evangelists, in 

^ We may pardon the mistake of Abelard more readily, when we find 
that a learned modem historian, commenting on the incident, is guilty 
of a still greater error. Milman (History of Latin Christianity ill. 
p. 262, ed.2) remarks on this dispute : * The question was the clause in 
the Lord's prayer our daily bread or our bread day by day,^ Here two 
wholly different things are confused together, (i) S. Matthew and 
S. Luke alike have eiriovffiov. This was rendered quotidianum in both 
Evangelists in the Old Latin, as it is rendered daily in both in our 
English Version. But Jerome by substituting supersubstantialem in 
S. Matthew and retaining quotidianum in S. Luke made an artificial 
variation, which misled Abelard. Meanwhile the quotidianum of the 
Old Latin in S. Matthew maintained its place in the Service books, 
and puzzled Abelard by its presence. Abelard's remarks are confined 
solely to the epithet attached to dprov, (2) There is a real difference 
between S. Matthew and S. Luke in another part of the sentence, the 
former having s-^fiepov this day^ the latter to KaO* iifi4p€W day by day. 
This distinction was obliterated by the Old Latin, which took the 
false reading ainxepov in S. Luke and so gave hodie in both Evangelists. 
It reappears again in the original Vulgate of Jerome, which has hodie 
in S. Matthew and cotidie in S. Luke (though once more obliterated in 
the Clementine recension). Of this difference Dean Milman seems to 
have had some not very clear idea and to have confused it with the 
dispute about crcovo'ioi', but Abelard does not mention it at all. 

P 2 
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such a manner that neither seems to be sufficient in 
respect of it (the prayer), and to recite it in a form 
in which it was neither spoken by the Lord nor 
written by any of the Evangelists. Especially when 
in all other portions of their writings which are read 
in Church, their words are kept separate, however 
much they may differ in respect of completeness or 
incompleteness (impermixta sunt verba eorum, qua- 
cunque perfectione vel imperfectione discrepent). 
Therefore, if any one blames me for innovating in 
this matter, let him consider whether blame is not 
rather due to the person who presumed out of two 
prayers written in old times to make up one new 
prayer, which deserves rather to be called his own 
than an Evangelist's (non tam evangelicam quam 
suam dicendam). Lastly, the discernment of the 
Greeks, whose authority (as S. Ambrose saith) is 
greater, hath, owing to the aforesaid reasons, as I 
suppose, brought the prayer of S. Matthew alone into 
common use, saying, tov aprov rjfjiiiv top iinova-iovy 
which is translated Panem fiostrum supersubsta^ttialentJ 
Strange it is, that, though quoting the Greek words 
of S. Matthew (apparently however at second hand), 
Abelard did not take the trouble to consult the ori- 
ginal of S. Luke, but here, as elsewhere,^ allowed 

1 Abelard uses similar language elsewhere, Jn Dieb. Rogat. Serm, 
Op. I. p. 471; *Non sine admiratione videtur accipiendum quod apud 
nos in consuetudinem ecclesise venerit, ut quum orationem dominicam 
in verbis Matthaei frequentemus, qui earn, ut dictum est, perfectius 
scripserit, unum ejus verbum cseteris omnibus retentis commutemus, 
pro supersubstantiaUm scilicet, quod ipse posuit, dicentes quotidianum^ 
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himself to follow the Vulgate implicitly. Strange too, 
but less strange, that he should not have recognised in 
the quotidiamim of the Church Services the remnant 
of an older Version, which in this instance Jerome's 
Revision had been powerless to displace. We do not 
hear that S. Bernard refuted his pertinacious adver- 
sary by exposing his error. It is improbable that 
he possessed the learning necessary for this purpose, 
for in learning at least he was no match for his 
brilliant opponent. He probably fell back on the 
usage of the Church, and refused to cross weapons 
with so formidable an adversary. 

Yet, notwithstanding such notices as these, the 
marvel is that Jerome's supersubstantialis took so little 
hold upon the Latin Church at large. When after 
some generations his revised Vulgate superseded 
the Old Latin, the word confronted students of the 
Bible in S. Matthew, and in this position it was com- 
mented upon and discussed. But here its influence 
ended. S. Augustine on the morrow of Jerome's 
Revision still continues to quote and to explain the 
petition with the word quotidiamim, as S. Hilary^ had 
quoted and explained it on the eve. Despite the great 
name of Jerome, whose authority reigned paramount 
in Western Christendom for many centuries in all mat- 
ters of Scriptural interpretation, quotidianum was 

sicut Lucas ait, etc' On the other hand in the Expositio Orationis 
Dominicce (i. p. 599 sq.) he comments on quotidianum and does not 
even mention supersubstantialetn, 
^ Fragm. Op. ii. p. 71 4. 
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never displaced in the Lord's prayer as used in the 
offices of the Church. Roman, Gallican, Ambrosian, 
and Mozarabic Liturgies, all retained it The word 
supersubstantialem is not, so far as I can learn, once 
substituted for quotidianunt in any public services of 
the Latin Church*. The use which Abelard intro- 
duced at the Paraclete was obviously isolated and 
exceptional and appears to have been promptly sup- 
pressed. The devotional instinct of the Church would 
seem to have been repelled by a scholastic term so 
little in harmony with our Lord's mode of speaking 
and so ill adapted to religious worship. Even in the 
Catechismus ad Parochos, issued by the Council of 
Trent as a manual for the guidance of the Roman 
Clergy and containing a very full exposition of the 
Lord's prayer, the word quotidianmn is retained, while 
the alternative supersubstantialem is not once men- 
tioned, though an eucharistic application is given to 
the petition, and the epithet quotidianunt explained 
in accordance therewith^ 

The pre-reformation versions of the Lord's Prayer 

^ It has been pointed out to me that the words *panem nostrum 
quotidianum supersubstantialem' occurs in the Breviary in the Oratio- 
num Actio post Missam, the two epithets being combined; but this is 
only an indirect reference to the Lord's Prayer. 

2 It is worthy of notice, as showing how little favour this rendering 
found, that a Roman Catholic commentator of the i6th century, 
Maldonatus (on Matth. vi. 11), supposes that Jerome never intended to 
place supersubstantialem in the text, and that it got there by careless- 
ness : * Hieronymus supersubstantialem vertit, quamquam in eo veterem 
versionem noluit corrigere. Itaque incaute quidam nostro tempore in 
vulgata editione pro quotidiano supersubstantialem posuerunt.' This 
view is quite groundless. 
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in the languages of Western Europe, being derived 
from the Latin, naturally follow the rendering which 
the translator in each case had before him. If taken 
from the Old Latin or from the Service-books, they 
give daily; if from the Vulgate, supersubstantiaL 
Among a large number of versions and paraphrases 
of the Lord's Prayer in the various Teutonic dialects^ 
the latter rendering occurs very rarely, and then (for 
the most part) only in situ in the Gospel of S. Mat- 
thew, as e.g. *ofer-wistlic* in the Lindisfarne Gospels 
and 'over other substaunce* in Wycliffe. 

The early reformers also for the most part adopted 
the familiar rendering. In Luther s Version it is in- 
terpreted 'unser taglich brodt', and Calvin also advo- 
cates the derivation from kirikvau So too it is taken in 
the Latin of Leo Juda. Our own Tyndale rendered it 
in the same way, and in all the subsequent English 
Versions of the reformed Church this rendering is 
retained. On the other hand, the derivation from 
ovdia was adopted by Beza", whose interpretation 
however in this particular instance does not appear 
to have influenced the reformed Versions'. 



^ See the collection in Marsh's Origin and History of the English 
Language^ P» 7^ sq. : and also The Gospel of S» Matthew in Anglo- 
Saxon and Northumbrian Versions (Cambr. 1858). 

* Indeed he himself, though he explains the word * qui nostris viribus 
sustentandis sufficiat,* yet retains quotidianum in the text, saying ' Mihi 
religio fuit quicquam immutare in hac precationis formula in ecclesia 
Dei tanto jam tempore usurpata.' 

3 In Tomson's Version of the N. T. however, which is attached to 
the Geneva Bible, though it is rendered *dayly,' a marginal note is 
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To sum up the results of this investigation into 
the testimony of the most ancient Versions. The 
Syrian, the Egyptian, the Latin Churches, are dis- 
tinct from one another. Yet all alike bear witness in 
the earliest forms of the Lord's Prayer to the one 
derivation of eTriovaiov as against the other. In the 
Syrian Churches we have testimony from two distinct 
sources. The Egyptian Churches likewise tell the 
same tale with a twofold utterance. All may be re- 
garded as prior to Origen, the first Greek father who 
discusses the meaning of the word. In the Syrian 
and the Latin Churches we have seen how at a later 
date the scholastic interpretation was superposed upon 
the traditional, but with different success. In the 
former it ultimately prevailed; in the latter it never 
obtained more than a precarious footing. The Egyp- 
tian Churches, being more effectually isolated from 
Greek influences, preserved the traditional sense to 
the end. 

These Versions alone have any traditional value. 
But others, which were made in the fourth century 
and later, are not without their importance, as show- 
ing how widely the older interpretation still prevailed 
in the Greek Church, notwithstanding the tendency 
in the Greek fathers towards the derivation adopted 
or invented by Origen. It is a remarkable fact that 
all the remaining Versions which can with probability 
be assigned to the fourth or fifth centuries give the 

added 'That that is meete for our nature for our dayly foode, or such 
as may suffice our nature and complexion.' 
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temporal sense to iirmvaiovy or (in other words) derive 
it from itnevai. In the GOTHIC, whose date is about 
the middle of the fourth century, it is rendered by 
sinteinaUy 'continual'; in the ARMENIAN, which was 
made some time before the middle of the fifth, being 
begun from the Syriac and afterwards revised and 
completed from the Greek, it is likewise translated 
* continual, daily'; and similarly in the -^THIOPIC, 
whose date is somewhat uncertain, it is given 'of 
each day' in both S. Matthew and S. Luke. 

Thus, tradition is not only not adverse to the deri- 
vation which etymological considerations seem to re- 
quire, but favours it very decidedly. With this strong 
confirmation, we need not hesitate to adopt it. On 
the other hand, it is only fair to notice that, though 
tradition is in accordance with itself and with ety- 
mology so far as regards the derivation from hrikvaiy 
yet the same degree of coincidence cannot be claimed 
on behalf of the derivation from the feminine eVfoicra 
and the more precise meaning /i^r tJu coming day thus 
obtained. Yet this meaning seems to be supported 
by the oldest tradition, and to offer a better justifica- 
tion of the coinage of a new word. At the same 
time, when the word was once in use, it would require 
a conscious effort of the mind to separate two ety- 
mologies so intimately connected, and the close 
alliance of meaning, for the coming day and for the 
coming time, would encourage a certain vagueness of 
conception within these narrow limits. It was only 
when the meaning was stereotyped by translation 
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into another language, that it would assume definitely 
the one or the other of these two allied senses. 

Thus the familiar rendering 'daily/ which has 
prevailed uninterruptedly in the Western Church 
from the beginning, is a fairly adequate representa- 
tion of the original ; nor indeed does the English 
language furnish any one word which would answer 
the purpose so well. 



II. 



The word hnovaio% was connected, as we have 
seen, by several of the fathers with irepiovaco^, I 
hope that sufficient reasons have been given already 
for rejecting this connexion as based on a false ana- 
logy. But still the word irepiovaio^ is important in 
itself, and (as its meaning has been somewhat misun- 
derstood by modern as well as by ancient commen- 
tators) I take this opportunity of explaining what 
seems to be its proper force. 

Origen [de Orai. 27, I. p. 246), in the passage of 
which I have already quoted the context (p. 19S sq.), 
distinguishes these two words iiriovaio^;, Trepiovaio^;, as 
follows: ^ fiep top eh r^v ovaiav (rvfi^aXKop^vov dprov 
SrjXovaa, 77 Se top irepX ttjp ovaiap Karayipofiepop Xaov 
Kal KOLpcovovpra avrA. With this brief account of the 
word he contents himself. Apparently he understands 
Trepcovaco^ to mean ' connected with and participating 
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in absolute being/ thus assigning to it a sense closely 
allied to that which he has given to hnovaio^. This 
meaning may be dismissed at once. It does not 
correspond with the original Hebrew, and it is an 
impossible sense to attach to the word itself. Never- 
theless it IS taken up by Victorinus, who writes (r. 
Arium i. 31, Bibl, Vet. Pair. Vlll.'p. 163 ed. Galland.) 

* Sic rursus et Paullus in Epistola ad Titum popuhim 
irepiovaiovy circa substantiam, hoc est circa vitam 
consistentem populum'; and again (ii. 8, ib. p. 177), 

* Latinus cum non intelligeret irepiovaiov o'^Xov, irepi- 
ovaiov, TOP irepLovra [read 'mepX ovra .^] id est, circa 
vitam quam Christus et habet et dat, posuit populum 
abundantem* And Cyril of Alexandria on S. Luke 
(Mai, II. p. 266), in the context of a passage already 
quoted (p. 212), likewise connects it with iinovaio^^ 
giving it an equally impossible sense, olvtI tov iTri- 
ovaiov TOV Treptovariov elirdv, TOvrioTL tov apKOvvTa koX 
TOV TcXeiax; e')(€LV ovjf^ rjTT(!>iievov. 

On the other hand, Jerome (on Tit. li. 14, VII. 
p. 725 sq.) says that, having thought much over the 
word irepiovaiov and consulted *the wise of this world* 
whether they had met with it elsewhere, without get- 
ting any satisfaction, he betook him to the passages 
in the Old Testament where it occurs, and by a com- 
parison of these arrived at the meaning egregium, 
prcBcipuum^ peculiarenty a sense which (as we have 
seen) he gives to hnoxxnov also. Though wholly 
wrong as applied to hriovaiov, this meaning is fairly 
adequate to represent 'irepiovaiov; but it is clear from 
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the context that Jerome does not seize the exact 
force of the word, which appears also to have escaped 
later commentators. 

We may reasonably infer from the notices of 
Origen and Jerome that this word was unknown out 
of Biblical Greek : and we have therefore no choice 
but to follow the method of the latter, and investigate 
the passages of the Old Testament where it occurs. 

The expression ysjais ireptova-io^ is found four times 
in the LXX ; Exod. xix. 5, Deut vii. 6, xiv. 2, 
xxvi. 18. In the first passage it is a rendering of 

the single word H^JD, in the three last of H^JD XHQ 

Moreover in Ps. cxxxiv (cxxxv). 4 inyJD/ is trans- 

lated €l<; ireptovaiaa-fiov eavrw. In all these passages 
the reference is to the Israelites as the peculiar 
people of God. Once more, in Eccles. ii. 8 we have 
avv/jycuyov fioi Kaiye dfyyvpiov Kaiye ypvaiov koX irepi- 
ovaiaafjLov^ ^aaCkkwv xal twv j^J^pcop, where again 

TrepLovaiaafiov^ represents n?Jp, but in this instance 
without any reference to the chosen people. These 
appear to be the only passages in the LXX where 
TrepiovaLo^^, irepLova-uuTfic^, occur. But HxiD is found 

besides in two other places: in Mai. iii. 17, where 
again it refers to the chosen people and where it is 
rendered eh irepLTroirja-iv ; and in i Chron. xxix. 3, 

where Solomon says 'I have a n?ip [translated in 
our Version 'of mine own proper good'] gold and 
silver which I have given to the house of my God, 
over and above all that I have prepared for the holy 



Appendix. 237 

house/ rendered by the LXX tart yLOi o irepiireTroirnxai 
')(pvaiov Kal dpyvpiov k,t,X, 

Of these two renderings which the LXX offers 

for n^^P, the one is adopted by S. Paul, Tit. ii. 14 
\a6<i ireptovaiof;] the other by S. Peter, I Pet ii. 9 
Xaiy: €19 TTeptTTolrjcnv. The reference in S. Peter is to 
Exod. xix. 5, where however the rendering irepiovaio^ 
is found in the LXX. 

The Hebrew root 7JD, from which n^HD comes, is 
not found in the Bible, But the senses of kindred 
roots in Hebrew, such as ^iD, and of other derivatives 
of this same root in the allied languages, point to its 
meaning. It signifies ' to surround on all sides,' and 
so to 'gather together, set apart, reserve, appro- 
priate.' 

In grammar the Rabbinical expression for 2^ proper 
name is ri/IJD DB^i In logic the predicable/r^r/«;« 
is designated M/IJID by them. 

Applied to property, the word H/JD would denote 
the private treasure which a person acquires' for 
himself or possesses by himself alone, as distinguished 
from that which he shares with others. Of a king, 
we might say that it was the ' fiscus' as distinguished 
from the 'aerarium*, the privy purse as opposed to 
the public treasury. It is something reserved for 
his private uses. In two of the passages where it 
occurs, Eccles. ii. 8, I Chron. xxix. 3, it refers to 
kings ; and in the latter it seems to be carefully dis- 
tinguished from the money which would naturally be 
devoted to expenditure on public works. 
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Thus there is no great difficulty about the original 
Hebrew word. On the other hand it is less easy to 
see how the same idea can be represented by the 
Greek irepiovato^, Jerome speaks as though the 
leading notion of the word were ' superiority/ derived 
from nrepielvcu in the sense ' to excel/ Obviously this 
meaning would not correspond to the original. 

We arrive at a more just conception of its force 
by considering a synonyme which Jerome himself 
points out. This same Hebrew word, which in the 
LXX is given irepiova-iov, was rendered by Symma- 
chus i^alperov (Hieron. Op, VI. pp. 34, 726). Jerome 
indeed is satisfied with translating i^aiperov by pm- 
cipuum or egregium\ but its meaning is much more 
precise and forcible. It was used especially of the 
portion which was set apart as the share of the king 
or general, before the rest of the spoils were distributed 
by lot or otherwise to the soldiers of the victorious 
army. The exemption from the common mode of 
apportionment in favour of rank or virtue is the lead- 
ing idea of the word. Thus in Plutarch, ViL Cor. 10, 
we are told that when Coriolanus, as a reward for his 
bravery, was asked to select from the spoils ten of 
every kind before the distribution to the rest (efeXe- 
(rQai BeKa iravra irpo rov vifMeiv ToZ<i aXKots), he declined 
to do so, saying that he would take his chance with 
the others, but he added, i^aiperov filav alrovfiai x^/Oii/, 
' I have one favour to ask, as an exceptional boon^ In 
the triumphant anticipation of Sisera's mother, ' Have 
they not divided the prey ? to every man [lit. to the 
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head of a man] a damsel or two, to Sisera a prey of 
divers colours, etc.', we have the idea which a Greek 
poet might express by i^aiperov Sdpijfia (e. g. iEsch. 
Bum. 380, comp. Agam, 927), the special treasure as- 
signed to the captain over and above the distribution 
which was made to the rest counted by heads. This 
sense of i^aiperov is too common to need further illus- 
tration ; and I cannot doubt that Symmachus selected 
it on this account as an appropriate word to express the 
idea of the original. The leading idea is not superiority y 
as Jerome seems to imagine, but exception. *Egre- 
gium,' strictly interpreted, might represent it, but not 
* praecipuum.' It is the *exsortem ducere honorem' 
of Virgil. This idea fitly expresses the relations of 
Jehovah to Israel, whom in the language of the Old 
Testament elsewhere He retained under His special 
care (see the notes on Clem. Rom. 29). 

The same conception seems to be involved in 
TrepLovato^, This word may have been invented by 
the LXX translators, or it may have had some local 
currency in their age : but, if the latter was the case, 
the fact was unknown to Origen and Jerome, for 
they speak of ireptovato^ as not occurring out of the 
Bible. In either case, it might be derived from 
Trepidv, on the analogy of eKovaiof;, iOeXovaio^;, etc., 
or from ova lay like ivovaco^;, dvovaio^, etc. (see above, 
p. 200, 201). Thus its meaning would be either ' exist- 
ing over and above,' or 'possessed over and above') 
and the same idea of exception from the common 
laws of distribution would be involved as in i^aipero^* 
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S. Jerome mentions also^ that in another passage 
Symmachus had adopted the Latin word peculiareniy 

as a rendering of H/iD. He doubtless ventured on 
this bold expedient because the Greek language did 
not furnish so exact an equivalent diS peailium: for 
i^alperovy adequate as it is in some respects, intro- 
duces the new idea of division o{ spoils, which is want- 
ing in the original. On the other hand the Latin 
peculium, being used to denote the private purse which 
a member of the family, whether slave or free, was 
allowed in particular cases to possess and accumulate 
for his own use, distinct from the property which the 
paterfamilias administered for the good of the whole, 
approached very closely to the meaning of the He- 
brew: and moreover there was a convenient adjective 
peculiaris derived therefrom. Impressed, it would ap- 
pear, with the value of the word which he had thus 
learnt from Symmachus, Jerome himself has almost 
universally dido^ttd peculiuitiy peailiariSy as a rendering 

of H/jlD in the Old Testament; e.g. Exod. xix. 5 
* Eritis mihi in peculimn de cunctis popuHs/ i Chron. 

^ Hieron. Op. Vi. p. 34 * licet in quodam loco peculiare interpretatus 
sit'; ib, VI. p. 726 *in alio volumine Latino sermone utens peculiarem 
interpretatus est.' Different interpretations of this second passage have 
been given; but, compared with the first, it can only mean that *in 
another book of Scripture Sjrmmachus adopted a Latin expression, 
translating the word by peculiarem'* ; just in the same way as Ignatius 
writing in Greek uses deaifyriap, <5eir6<rtTa, &KK€TTa {Polyc, 6), because 
the Greek language did not supply such convenient terms to express 
his meaning. It is extremely improbable that Symmachus wrote any 
work in Latin, as some have supposed. 
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%K\^. 3 ' Quae obtuli in domum Dei mei de peculio* 
Deut xxvi. 18 (comp. vii. 6, xiv. 2) 'Elegit te hodie 
ut sis ei ipoip\x\\xs peculiaris\ etc/ 

Our English translators in adopting this word 
* peculiar' after the Vulgate were obviously aware of 
its appropriate technical sense. This appears from 
the mode in which they use it; e.g. Ps. cxxxv. 4 
' The Lord hath chosen Jacob unto himself and Israel 
for his peculiar treasure^ (comp. Exod. xix. 5, Eccles, 
ii. 8, in both which passages the word * treasure* is 
added). Twice only have they departed from the 

word 'peculiar' in rendering ri/JD; in Deut. vii. 6, 
where it is translated ' a special people/ and in MaL 
iii. 17, where it is represented by 'jewels' but with a 
marginal alternative, 'special treasure.' In this last 
passage the rendering should probably be, 'And they 
shall be to me, saith the Lord of Hosts, in the day 
which I appoint, for a peculiar treasure,* and not as 
our Version has it, 'And they shall be mine, saith 
the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make up my 
jewels.' In Tit. ii. 14 Xao9 ireptovato^, and I Pet. ii. 9 
Xao9 ek irepiwoirjaiv, where (as I have already observed) 
we have two distinct Greek renderings of the same 
Hebrew, the expressions are once more united in our 
Version, which, following Tyndale, translates both by 



* The normal rendering in the Old Latin (which was translated from 
the Lxx) was abundans: see e.g. Exod. xix. 5, Tit ii. 14, and the 
quotation of Victorinus given above (p. 111), This would be a very 
natural interpretation of irepioiiffLos to any one unacquainted with the 
Hebrew. 
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'a peculiar people/ Strangely enough S. Jerome, 
who {ntxodnccs peculitinty peculiarisy in the Old Testa- 
ment, has other and diverse renderings in both these 
passages of the New ; popultis acceptabilis in the one 
case, and populus adquisitionis in the other. His New' 
Testament was executed before his Old : and it would 
appear that in the interval he had recognised the 
value of the rendering suggested by Symmachus, and 
adopted it accordingly. 
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Abelard on MovfftoSf 226 sq., a-30 
Acts of the Apostles, text of, ^9 
Aethiopic rendering of irioiuffios, 

Alford (Dean) on . Revision, 47, 50, 

58 
ambiguities of expression, 179 sq. 

Ambrose (S.) on iinoj^ffios, 221 sq. 

Andrewes (Bp.), 11 

Anselm, 226 

Antigenidas, 8 

Antiochene School, 909 

Apphia, Appia, 186 

aorist, confused with perfect, 80 sq. ; 

its significance in $• Paul, 84; 

various misrenderings of, 86 sq. 

archaisms in the English Version, 

170 sq. 

by, 119 

by and by, 176 

carefulness, \*j% 

carriages, T74 

chamberlain, 164 

coasts, 174 sq. 

comforter, 5a 

debate, 175 

deputy, 163 

devotions, 177 

dishonesty, 175 

fetch a compass, 173 

generation, 177 



go about to, 178 
grudge, 175 
high-minded, 175 
instantly, 176 
let, 178 
lewdness, 175 
maliciousness, 176 
minister, 173 
nephew, 174 
occupy, 42, 177 
of, 119 

offend, offence, 177 
prevent, 178 
room, 43, 174 

scrip, 174 . , 

thought, 171 sq. 
writing-table, 173 , 

Armenian rendering of ^irtot^o'MS, 

«33 

Arnold (Mr M.) quoted, 189 sq. ^ 
article (the definite), neglect of, 

97 sq. ; insertion of, 113 sq. ; 

general ignorance of, 116 sq. 
Asiarchs, 164 * 

aspirate (Hebrew) omitted in Greek, 

155 „ 
Athanasius (S.) on ^iot^o-tof, 208 

Augustme (S.), on Jerome's revi-. 
sion, 3 sq., 5, 8, 14; on the hea- 
venly witnesses, 26 ; on ^irioi/o'to. 
**9 . . 
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Authorized Version : historical par- 
allel to, 9 sq. ; translators' fore- 
bodings of, lo ; never authorized, 
1 1 ; gradual reception of, 1 1 ; 
itself a revision, 14; faulty text 
of, 19 sq. ; distinctions created in, 
33 sq. ; distinctions obliterated 
in, 60 sq. ; errors of grammar in, 
80 sq. ; errors of lexicography in, 
1 33 sq. ; its caprice in proper 
names, titles, etc., 147 sq. ; ar- 
chaisms in, 170 sq. ; ambiguities 
of expression in, 1 79 sq. ; faulty 
English in, 181 sq. ; editorial 
errors and misprints in, 182 sq. ; 
corrections in later editions of, 
139, 184 sq. ; variable orthogra- 
phy of, 185 sq. ; pure English of, 
190 sq. 

-atof, adjectives In, aoo 

aXpta^t 141 

dW/>acos, 137 

dXXos, irtpot^ 74 sq. 

dvaKplpeiVf ivdjcpuris, 62 sq. 

dyairlirreiyf 72 sq. 

dveyeyKcuff 142 

dvwOcy, 142 

dffffdpioPf 165 

aiydS^ev, 141 



Barjona, 159 sq. 
Basil (S.) on imoi^ioi, 204, 210 
^entley quoted, 97 sq. : 

Bernard's (S.) controversy with 

Abelard, 226, 229 
besaunt, 168 
Beza, 231 
Bible ; see Authorised Version 

Bishops'; II, 2 7, 70, 71^ 88, 



"8, 135, 139, 149, 15T, 162, 

163, 165, 181, 182, 183, 184 
Coverdale's; 26, 71, 128, 135, 

139, 149. 165 

Geneva; 11, 71, 88, 128, 135, 
I39» *40» H9» 15'. 161, 162, 
^^3» 165, 181; Testament 
('557), «<5, "8, 135, 139, 

140, 143, 163, 165; Tom- 
son's Testament, 183, 331 

Great; 26, 71, 128, 135, 139; 

150, 165 
Rheims; 44, 71, 78, 135, 139, 

164, 169, 180, 181 
Tyndale's; 26, 44, 70, 71. 78,. 

80, 81, 121, 128, 135, T39, 
144, 165, 169, 177, 178, jSo,: 
231, 241 
Wycliflfe's (and Wycliffite); 78, 
80, 135, I39» 163, 164, 165, 
168, 169, 177, 181, 231 

Breviary, 230 

paardj^ayf 142 

fidro$, 169 

P(afi6s, OvffioffT'ipioPt 79 



Calvin, 231 

Cassianus, 225 sq. 

Christ and the Christ, 100 sq. 

Chrysostom (S.) on ifrw^tos, 210 

sq. 
coins, rendering of, 165 sq. 
Corinthians, 2nd Epistle to >tlie • 

recurrence of words in, 37 sq* 
Coverdale's Bible ; see Btdle 
Cretans, Cretes, Cretians, 157 • 
Cureton, 215 * 
Cyprian (S.), 26, 220 
Cyril (S.) pi Alexandria; on.^irc* 

o^ffios, 212; onir€/cKo(^(rioS| 2^5 
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Cyril (S.) of Jerusalem; on ^irtoiJ- 

(Ttos, 210 
Kaicadaif 118 

KavavaToSj Kayavlrfji^ 138 
Kardvv^Lif KaravvffcreWy 139 
KarapTi^eiv, 145 
KdXiroif credos f 72 
ic6po;, 169 

K6(pivoi, ffirvpldes, 71 
Kplvetv and its compounds, 62 sq. 
KTaffdai^ K€KT7}adat., 87 sq. 
Xom^, 167, 169 
X«/>^oy, 144 

Damascene (S. John) on ^irtoiJo'tof, 
212 

Damasus, Pope, i, 8 

deaconesses, 1 14 sq. 

didrachma, 168 

digamma, 202 

Dionysius Carthusianus, 226 

drachma, 167 

Srjfios, \a6s, 80 

drjvdpioyf 166 sq. 

didf distinguished from iJir6, ii9sq. ; 
its connexion with Inspiration, 
121 sq. ; with the doctrine of the 
Word, 122 sq.; misrendered with 
the accusative, 123 sq., 135 sq. 

dLdpoXos, daifidvioyf 78 sq. 

biafi€pll;€ff6ai, 14 1 

SiKalcofiay 136 

SdffiSi dibpTjfjLa, 76 sq. 

dovXoif didKovoit 71 

Easter, 162 

Egyptian Service-books, a 19 

Egyptian Versions; rendering of 

vapdKXvTos, 55 ; of <nriXd3cj, 137; 

of iiriovffioij 218 sq., 232 
Elias, Elijah, 152, 154 



EUicott (Bp.) on Revision, 18, 49, 92 

English language, present knowledge 
of the, 189 sq. 

Ephesians, Epistle to the ; its desti- 
nation and genuineness, 20 

Ephrem Syrus, 218 

Evangelists, parallel passages in the ; 

31, 47 sq., Ill, 113 sq., I44» i6i 
etvaif ylv€ff6at, 75 sq. 
€li wrongly translated, 125 sq. 
"EXXt;!/, 'EXXiyi'io'T^s, 157 
iy wrongly translated, t 26 
i^alperost 238 sq., 2 40 
ivepdjTTifJMf 136 
ivl wrongly translated, 125; the i 

elided in composition, 201 
iTTiyantxTKeiv, iwlyvdjffiSt 6l sq. 
iTrtXafi^dveffdaif 140 
iTTiovaaf 199, 203 
iinoixnoSi 195 sq. 
iTTOvaiibdriSt 202, 205 
ipidela, 137 

Five Clergymen, Revision of the ; 

50, 91 sq. 
Fulke's answer to Martin, 150 sq. 

Gehenna, Hades, 70 
Geneva Bible, Testament ; see Btd/e 
gender, change of, disregarded, 69 
Gothic Version of iviovaios, 233 
Greek, Grecian, Greece, Grecia, 157 
Greek forms of Hebrew names, 154 

sq. ' 

Greek scholarship in England, iSS 
• sq. 
Gregory the Great on the Latin Ver* 

sions, 9 
Gregory Nyssen on ^irto<J«of, 210 . 
Grote (Prof.), 184 
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gutturals (Hebrew), how dealt with 

in Greek, 155 
*\liMii»ffK€u>f 60y 61 

Hare(Archdn.), 50 

Hebrews, Epistle to the; date o£, 

93 sq. 
Hebrews, Gospel of the ; its origin 

and value, 313 sq. ; rendering of 

iwtovffiot, 113 
Heloise, 226 
hendiadys, 129 
Hilary (S.) on ittioicioi^ 339 
hypallage, 128 sq. 

idols of the cave, market-place, 91 

•q- 

imperfect tense mistranslated, 95 sq. 
Ismenias, 8 
UpbVf vabiy 79 
UpoavKuv^ 144 
laidi^ai, 140 

Jacob of Sarug, 3 1 7 sq. 

James, Jacob, 158 

Jeremy, Jeremias, 157 

Jerome (S.) revises the Latin Bible, 
X ; his detractors and opponents, 
a sq., 14; version of Book of Jo- 
nah, 4 ; corrects the text, 4 sq. , 
I5» 23 ; does not translate but re- 
vise, 5 ; his Jewish teachers, 6 ; 
his devotion to the work, 7 sq. ; 
gradual reception of his Version, 
8 sq., 16 ; his rendering of vapd' 
icXiTTOj, 54 ; of iiTiovaioSt 233 sq. .; 
of vepiovfftos, 323, 235 sq., 238 sq. 

Jerusalem, spelling of, 155 

Jewry, 161 

Jesus, Joshua, 158 

Johanan, John, etc., X58 sq. 



John, the father of S. Peter, 159 

John (S.), disciples of, 18 

John (S.), Gospel of: its genuine- 
ness, 20 ; minute traits in, 73, 108 ; 
coincidences with the Revelation, 
45, 56 sq. ; with the First Epistle, 
45> 50 sq** 55; ^ter than the 
other Gospels* 91 

John (S.), Apocalypse of: broken 
syntax of, 131 sq.; see y<?An {S.)y 
Gospd of 

Jona, two distinct names, 159 

Jude, Juda, Judah, Judas, 160 

Juvencus, 220 

Laodiceans, Epistle to the, 21, 2 a 

Latin, Old; false readings in, 2 sq. ; 
retained in Service books, i a ; ren- 
dering of vQ.pa.KKt}fro%, 54 ; of <rxt- 
Xddcs, 137; of hcuAKTKo<i^ 219 sq. ; 
of ir6p(ov(r(os, 241 ; various read- 
ing in the Lord's Prayer, 227 

Latin Vulgate : see Jerome {SJ) 

Latinisms, 170 sq., 180, 189 sq. 

Lindisfame Gospels, 231 

Lord*s Prayer, the early use of, 196; 
See also Appendix {passim) 

Lucas, Luke, 157 

Luke (S.), Gospel of; two editions 
of, 28 sq. ; its classical language, 
112, 167 

Luther's Bible, 26, 231 

\\rxyoif ^Qs, 1 1 7 sq. 

Magdalene, spelling and pronuncia- 
tion of, 156 

Maldonatus, 230 

Marcus, Mark, 157 

Mark (S.). Gospel of; the condu- 
sion, 28 
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Marsh (Mr) on revision, etc., 91 sq., 
188, 191, 193 

Martin's (Gregory) attack on English 
Bibles, 149 sq. 

Mary, Miriam, 158 

Matthew (S.), Gospel of; peculiari- 
ties of language in, 90 sq., lis; 
its relation to the Gospel of the 
Hebrews, 213 

measure, in what sense used, 167, 
169 

metaphors obscured, 141 sq. 

Milman (Dean), error of, 227 

modius, 168 

Mount, Sermon on the ; its locality, 
1 10 sq. 

Monster's Latin Bible, 149 

lUpquva, fiepifiuw, 171 sq., 204; dis- 
tinguished from /u^Xar, 172 

fAerdvoia, /4€ra/xAeta, 76 

/itrpTfr'is, 168 

/AOfufyQ, <nCV/M> 77 sq. 

Nicene Creed, ipisunderstanding of, 

122 sq. 
Nicolas of Lyra, 226 
tr^Tioi, Tcudla, 73 
v6/Aos, 6 pdjMS, 99 

official titles, rendering of, 162 sq. 

Origen, on ewiovffios, 195 sq., 206 
sq.; on repioi^tos, 234 sq.; his 
method of interpretation, 208; 
general adoption of his interpre- 
tations, 209 

6S6s (^), 103 sq. 

otSa, ytP(*><rK(a, iwi(rTafi(u, etc., 60 sq. 

6yofJM (r&), 106 sq. 

iirrdifeaBai, 144 

ipri (A)» 105 sq. 



6pos (rb), 1 10 sq. 

-oi^tos, adjectives in; derived from 

'<av, 200, 239; fromo^Wa, 201 
oStus, 73 

Papias, 28, 186 

paronomasia, 58 sq. 

Paul (S.) ; his use of the aorist, 84 
sq.; his vision, 89 sq,; his teach- 
ing of redemption, 98 ; his con- 
ception of law, 99; his thorn in 
the flesh, 143 

peculium, peculiaris, 240 sq. 

peculiar, 241 sq. 

perfect, confused with the aorist, 
82 ; misrendered, 88 sq. 

Peshito ; see Syriac Versions 

Pfeiffer, 222 

pleroma, the, 102 sq. 

prepositions ; in composition neglect- 
ed, 68 sq. ; variation of, disregard- 
ed, 69 ; mistranslations o^ 1 18 sq. 

present tense, mistranslated, 93 sq. 

Plumptre (Prof.) on revision, 18, 
189 

proper names ; how to be dealt with, 
147 sq.; should conform in the 
O. T. and N.T., 151 sq.; whether 
to be translated or reproduced, 
161 sq. 

xoTs, servant, 14I 

ra/oaicXi7ros, 50 sq. 

rdpcffis, 135 sq. 

wepiowriacfios, 236 

irepiovffioi, 196, 206, 234 sq. 

W€piirolfiaiSf 236 sq. 

rXoiopf r6 irT^Hoyf 1 12 sq. 

vwevfia, wind, spirit, 57 sq. 

iroWol, ol ToWol, etc., 98 sq. 

Tpayfia {rb), 107 sq. 

wpo^ipd^eiv, 136 
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vpo^ifnft {6]f 103 
wvXvptSf 104 
WTtpvyiop (rA), 109 
xwpoOr, wi&ptoffiS, 136 
^vecr, ^ai99€0ai, 139 sq. 
^alvoiAai liw^ ^alpofioi ttifaif 130 
^a^owufpiwot, 135 
0w^, ^^ay7<Jf, 74 

Rabbi, Rabboni, 163 

Rahab, spelling of, 155 

redemption, 98 

Revision (the new) of the English 
Bible; historical parallel to, la 
sq.; gloomy forebodings of, 13; 
exaggerated views of, 13; antago- 
nism to, 14; disastrous results 
anticipated from, 15; ultimate 
acceptance of, 16 sq.; need of, 17 
sq. (passim) ; prospects of, 187 sq.; 
conservative tendencies of rules 
affecting, 191 sq.; liberal condi- 
tions of, 193; favourable circum- 
stances attending, 193 sq. 

Roberts (Dr), 314 

Rome, bishops of; their use of the 
Latin Versions, 8 sq. 

Rufinus, 3 

salvation, how regarded in the 

N.T., 94 
Saron: see Sharon 
second Advent, 104 sq. 
shamefaced, shamefast, 185 
Sharon, the, 108 sq., 154 
Shechinah, CK'tivii^ 56 sq. 
shibboleth, 154 
sower, parable of the, 48 
Stanley (Dean), 1 10 sq. 
stater, 168 
substantia, 330 



Suicer, 306 

supersubstantialis, 308,331, 333 sq., 

330 sq. 
Symmachus, 340 
synonymes, 60, 71 sq. 
Syrian service-books, 318 
Syrian Versions : 
Curetonian; rendering of rcLpd* 

kXtitos, 54; of iriovirios, 314, 

317, 3x8, 333 
Jerusalem ; rendering of iTriovaan, 

336 
Peshito ; rendering of rapdkXriTot, 

54; of Kayavcuos and Xcurai^cuos, 

139; odruwffiof, 315, aiS, 233 
Philoxenian(Harclean); rendering 

of ffTikdSes, 137; of liTLownoif 

315 sq. 
trdfipara, 146 
ffdrovy 169 
e€p6/i€yot, 145 
ffKiprfi, ffKfivoOv, 56 sq. 
<rr€KOv\dT<ap, 165 
airTKoi, airiKddes, 137 
arepivfia, 143 sq. 
auXaycryetPt 136 
(r(a^6fi€voi {ol), 94 sq. 
n?JD, 336 sq. 

talent, 168 

tenses wrongly rendered, 80 sq. 

TertuUian, 320 

text, importance of a correct, 23 sq. 

textual criticism, its tendencies, 19 

sq. 
Teutonic Versions of the Lord's 

Prayer, 231 
Theodoret on iTriov<nos, 313 
Theophylact on imwffios, 312 sq. 
Tholuck, 197, 306 
Thomas, Acts of, 317 
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Trench (Abp) on the Authorized 
Version, 18, 41, 50, 72, 86, 135, 

i39» H^ 152, 172, 174, 189 

Trent, Council of, 16, 230 
Tyndale's Bible : see Bible 
eeiov (t6), 145 
BiXrUULOf 106 sq. 
Bptafx^eveiMj 135 



Urbane, 156 

0X1;, t6o 

i&TO, dio, 119 sq. 



Victorinus, on iviovffios, «3i; on 

wepioviTLOi, 235 
Vulgate; see Jerome (i*.) 

wages of labourers, 166 sq. 
way, the, 103 sq. 
Westcott (Dr), 11 sq., 113 
Witnesses, the Three Heavenly, 

24 sq. 
wrath, the, 105 sq. 
Wright (Prof.), 215, 217, 218 
Wycliffe's Bible: see Bible 



various readings, 27 sq. 



Zurich Latin Bible, 26, 231 
^o, Bjipia^ 72 



cambrixx;b: frintkd by c. j. clay, m.a. at thb university press. 



